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EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER: THE PERIOD IN HONG KONG
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41. A Rich Businessman Retracts His Words

In June 1953, Mr. Zhang developed cancer and begged the Venerable
Master for rescue. So, the Venerable Master said he would agree to help
if Mr. Zhang took refuge with the Three Jewels. The Venerable Master
further suggested offerings be made of medicine and clothes to tie affinities
with bhikshus and bhikshunis and help eradicate his offenses and bad
karma. Mr. Zhang agreed to these suggestions, and after a hundred days,
all his tumors had disappeared.

However, at about the same time, an old Dharma Master advocated
that the miraculous recovery of Mr. Zhang was from the Medicine Master
repentance ceremony he had organized. Other Dharma Masters also
claimed that their sutra recitation, repentance, and requests to the Buddha
contributed to Mr. Zhang’s recovery. Mr. Zhang took their words in and
believed them. So, to show his appreciation toward this old Dharma

Master, Mr. Zhang agreed not to see the Venerable Master anymore.

In the Venerable Master’s Own Words:

In Hong Kong, I used to have a disciple who took refuge with me.
This disciple had done some bad deeds to others. His family name was
Zhang, and he ran a pharmacy. He was also so rich that one could hardly
estimate his assets. How did he earn so much money? He did so by doing

bad things to others. After Japan surrendered, there were epidemics of
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infectious diseases and plagues everywhere in China, because “after
a major war, there must be a bad year” He entered into a joint
venture with a wealthy man, went abroad to buy western medicines,
and came back to Hong Kong to sell them.

Mr. Zhang made a large fortune and used the money to buy
medicine which he planned to resell. Moreover, he also copied these
medicines intending to sell them in Mainland China to generate
more wealth. So, what happened after Mr. Zhang made a fortune?
Perhaps due to his retribution, he developed cancer. At that time, all
the six famous doctors in Hong Kong predicted that he would die
within one hundred days as this disease was incurable. Mr. Zhang
then asked for help by posting in the newspaper that whoever
could save his life would be rewarded with 200,000 US dollars. In
those days, this was already a significant amount. However, no one
responded to the post, and no one knew how to rescue him.

Some people asked whether I had any solutions. I said I would
only know after seeing him personally. Accordingly, Mr. Yip brought
Mr. Zhang to the Western Bliss Monastery to see me and asked
about curing him. I said, “It is easy if you want to stay alive. It is
not a big problem. Since you have already acquired this disease, you
should first take refuge. Then, make an offering to the Three Jewels.
Only then will your disease be cured.” Mr. Zhang was immediately
determined to take refuge with me. I told him, “You want to take
refuge with me (be my disciple), yet, I do not have much virtue.
But if you wish to do so, then I will not refuse.”

Mr. Zhang took refuge on May 18. During the refuge ceremony,
he saw Guanyin (Avalokitesvara) Bodhisattva anointing his crown
with sweet dew and immediately felt much better physically. As he
knelt in front of the Buddha, Mr. Zhang also made a vow, whereby
should he not die within one hundred days, he would donate
200,000 US dollars so I could build a monastery. Later, I asked him
to make offerings to the Three Jewels, tie good afhinities, and do
good deeds. At that time, around two to three thousand monks and
nuns had fled to Hong Kong, and most of them had no place to
sleep or enough clothes to wear. I told him to offer each monk and
nun a fine bolt of cloth that would suffice for two sets of clothing,
plus an additional twenty Hong Kong dollars each. I said, “If you
could do this then, I guarantee you will not die!” Mr. Zhang agreed.

There were many renowned monks in Hong Kong. Accordingly,
when several old Dharma Masters heard that Mr. Zhang took refuge
with me, they started manifesting their “spiritual power.” What

kind of “spiritual power?” They requested friends and relatives to

JUNE 2022 Vasra BopHi Sea |15

o g > ‘ S3IHAVED0Ig



S > ‘ BIOGRAPHIES

Bt W’T%ﬁ’éijﬂé)’l BAEIRIT—EA
SEAY | B TE

HEFRZA %ﬁ%‘ﬁ%f&'ﬁ%%ﬁ@ ’
THEARZE AR R T
B EERI A AN BERE I 2K T - BT TEEH
e ? FEANA ~ PRERCA FIR G - 2
=TT _E A M tE - B
SR LAY — i AR (R 5 YRR R
FORRUR > SR e ¢
AR AT | B AR AV RT
o AR BT R ALAYATSCIE 2 ) 58

F—gE TIERAMATSC o B E
BT o L E s B TARTHY R B e

= > EIFIEYE EAEEThE - EArE
EHIRE— RS AKEERT > {22
R Ry rRFAa M A TPRES - FrLASa
TR (EERTED) -
ANMEBE B EREEARZN—
FESE - ElEfE T —BHREHEE A
CERIMREER - [ iR RS IR TR
1 MEREERTEEER ¢ T BERAFIGSIR R
gy ! ) 5 m%aam*“ s
FIRRKEIRAEGRATK » BT !
EEFEE—EAEA T A
BB - AN ARSI

MR B -
S KL B (T % » SR

M—{8 T A=/ SRS TREZE BT -
KELIEWEEEE > BEHILE - e
HHFIET > JeER 0 TARER ST > Fer
P AE (6 B AR HY $8 - 15 (8 38 XA 52 F
T A ERE (R (AR - PR
WA L EA R AR - A E
BRRVHHZ N | AREGIREE - IREAREE
AN ERAEEY | 5RE

SN EEIA BRI AR A P st 8
AT —BESE - Bt T RIEEE
TREXEST > ~AHFEMARE - A
$% o AT LMHGFRIZHIE ¢ BIEEARD - B
VB R > S AT T AT =] DARY

sOFF4H

16| EBERE —0__F18

invite Mr. Zhang so he could do some meritorious deeds in
their respective monasteries. One old Dharma Master knew that
the wife of his disciple was a relative of Mr. Zhang. He asked her
to pass the following message to Mr. Zhang: Dharma Master
Du Lun (the Venerable Master) is a nobody. This old Dharma
master is Dharma Master Du Lun’s teacher. Why not take refuge
with him (be his disciple)?

Mr. Zhang thought: ©
Master, then he must be more capable!” Mr. Zhang then visited

He is the teacher of the Venerable

the monastery of the old Dharma Master, did some meritorious
deeds, and then did the same with the other monasteries.
Previously, this renowned old Dharma Master hardly conducted
any ceremonies to save living beings from the hells. But, because
Mr. Zhang offered him five thousand dollars, he held a 49-day
Medicine Master Repentance bowing session on his behalf.

When all six doctors predicted that Mr. Zhang would surely
die within one hundred days, some monks said to him, “You
were cured because of the bowing repentance ceremony we held
on your behalf.” Similarly, the old Dharma Master said, “This
was because we recited sutras for you.” Then again, another old
Dharma Master said, “It was because we made wishes in front
of the Buddha every day.” At that time, every Dharma Master
appeared to have contributed something, but only I did not
have any contribution to make. Yet, I did not want to explain
anything to him.

When I started to build Cixing Chan Monastery on Lantau
Island, Mr. Zhang sent an employee to give me two hundred
dollars for the project. I took the two hundred dollars, and
without even looking at it, I threw it out of the door, saying,
“Go back and tell him that I do not need his dirty money and
that I do not readily accept other people’s money.” After that,
some monks started slandering me and said, “How could there
be such a monk! When people give him money, he throws it out
front at the donor. And this is very improper!”

Then, the old Dharma Master, having sought personal
advantages from Mr. Zhang, spoke well of Mr. Zhang in front
of me at his request and said Mr. Zhang would like to give me
more money. | replied, “I have already completed this project,
so there is no longer any need for the money. Mr. Zhang is rich.
He could acquire other merit, as there are plenty of Dharma
Masters and numerous monasteries. He can create virtue

wherever he wants.” $0To be continued





