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Venerable Ajiatakaundinya

~

(continued)
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and the Early Bird Translation Group

A Lecture by the Venerable Master Hua on July 26, 1984
English Translation Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih
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“Listen,” said the World Honored One, “I
have realized Buddhahood through cultivation.
Don't run away. Stay and let me speak Dharma
for you.”

“Oh?” replied the five, “You've become a
Buddha? You were able to realize Buddhahood?”

The three, who had left him first said, “Don’t
listen to him. How could he have realized
Buddhahood in the midst of such bitterness?”
The two who had left later said, “Don’t believe
him. No one is supporting him now, and he’s
come to get us under the pretense that he is a
Buddha. He drinks milk. Someone brought him
milk and he gulped it right down. How could he
have become a Buddha that way?” None of them
believed it.

The Buddha said, “I will explain for you.
Listen to what I have to say.” He coaxed them
saying, “Don’t run away just yet.” The five looked
at one another and decided to listen first and
then decide what to do. Actually, their interest
had been aroused, so they sat down and fixed
their gazes on Shakyamuni Buddha.
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He turned the Dharma wheel of the four noble truths for the
five men. The Buddha initiated the turning of the Dharma wheel

by saying,

As to suffering, it is by nature oppressive.
As to amassed afflictions, they are by nature enticing.
As to cessation, it can, by nature, be realized.

As to the Way, it can, by nature, be cultivated.

Then he said:

As to suffering, you should know it.

As to amassed afflictions, you should sever them.
As to cessation, you should realize it.

As to the Way, you should cultivate it.

Then he said:

As to suffering,

[ already know it and don’t need any further knowledge of it.

As to amassed afflictions,

1 already have severed them and don’t need to do any further severance.
As to cessation,

[ already have realized it and don’t need any further realization.

As to the Way,

1 already have cultivated it and don’t need to do any further cultivation.

Among them, this venerable one was the first to awaken upon
hearing these truths voiced. When the Buddha finished speaking
this Dharma, Ajhatakaundinya suddenly, in a complete reversal of
view, said, “Oh, so that’s the way it is!” He understood the Dharma.
The other four men did not yet understand.

Then he said, “I'm not listening. 'm not listening. That’s enough.”
Why wasn't he listening? He already understood, didn’t need to
listen anymore, and said, “My ears have gone deaf; I can’t hear what
youre saying.” These are the words of someone who is enlightened.
You should not think otherwise. As soon as he heard Sakyamuni

Buddha explain this Dharma he became enlightened to the Way.

£ To be continued
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