I x FEP

K¥EWwE ke

X%

THE FLOWER ADORNMENT SUTRA WITH COMMENTARY
[ WwhHMEF = ]
CHAPTER TWO : THE MANIFESTATIONS OF THE THUS COME ONE

¥ it + 4+ # COMMENTARY BY THE VENERABLE MASTER HUA
R % 35 8 e 853 TRANSLATED BY THE INTERNATIONAL TRANSLATION INSTITUTE

BREES > OBIFRUBHE - BIRRL
7o SILERH S ECEERN T2
FE o [RELEE L » FGHIERAL

FRELEST {FIJI'E“M"E*?E Jﬁ[ﬂ%J e
HREPEPE A B o A U g3
AR - [ r’aE“'F”lﬁg "
BTy o 1 PRI P B P s
S RS I&lFﬁlﬁﬁﬁ%tﬁ PRI -
Ho F Rl Jﬁulziﬁiﬁ%ﬁf [
TR E R s S
IR F IR R SR
’rz‘jzt]r"'jE[: NI S R

.

WESHEHIMERERED » 5+
EHAMEHSEREE - — 5Bl
FEMEHESER @ AIRER - MR
52 - BHEERE - ——SREREBHE
FREBAHRBHEE @ TBEZMEL
W o RIBECS » OFIER - LIRHE -
BEPTZRTS > SLFEREA RN <2
B o [REVE E - ASHIERAL

CORLEH RHIRR R A )
1 RPVHI PR T e R

RG> T ISP SRR 2 F”
PR R~ ] P HEE S

i3 375 REVISED VERSION

Sutra:
Having displayed those clouds, the Bodhisattvas bowed to the Bud-
dha and offered them to him. Then, in the upper direction, each
Bodhisattva created alion’s throne from a profusion of lotuses, which
emitted the sounds and light of the Buddhas, and seated himself
upon that throne in full lotus posture.

In this way, in seas of worlds as numerous as the dustmotes in
a billion Buddhalands, there were Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas as nu-
merous as the dustmotes in a billion Buddhalands, each surrounded
by a gathering of Bodhisattvas as numerous as the dustmotes in a
sea of worlds.

Commentary:
Having displayed those clouds, the Bodhisattvas bowed respectfully
to the Buddha and offered them to him. Then, in the upper direction,
above the Flower Treasury sea of worlds, each Bodhisattva created a
lion’s throne from a profusion of lotuses, which emitted the sounds
and light of the Buddhas, and seated himself upon that throne in
full lotus posture and cultivated his own samzadhi.

In this way, in seas of worlds as numerous as the dustmotes in
a billion Buddhalands as described above, there were Bodhisattvas
Mahasattvas as numerous as the dustmotes in a billion Buddhalands,
each surrounded by a gathering of Bodhisattvas as numerous as the
dustmotes in a sea of worlds. If you asked me how many Bodhisattvas
there were, I wouldn’t know. They all came to the great Dharma assembly
where Shakyamuni Buddha was expounding the Great Flower Adornment
Sutra after his enlightenment under the Bodhi Tree.

Sutra:

In this way, in seas of worlds as numerous as the dustmotes in a
billion Buddhalands, there were Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas as nu-
merous as the dustmotes in a billion Buddhalands, each surrounded
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by a gathering of Bodhisattvas as numerous as the dustmotes in
a sea of worlds.

Each of those Bodhisattvas displayed clouds of offerings of all
kinds of adornments, as numerous as the dustmotes in a sea of
worlds, which completely filled the air and did not disperse. Hav-
ing displayed those clouds, they bowed to the Buddha and offered
them to him. Then, in the direction from which he had come, each
Bodhisattva created a lion’s throne adorned with all kinds of jewels,
and seated himself upon that throne in full lotus posture.

Commentary:

This passage describes the state of the Flower Adornment, in which
Bodhisattvas manifest various lights, and each light manifests infinite
numbers of Bodhisattvas. These limitless Bodhisattvas then universally
enter into innumerable motes of dust. Each mote of dustin turn displays
an infinite number of vast Buddhalands. In each land, a Buddha is speak-
ing Dharma and Bodhisattvas are making offerings to the Buddha and
assisting him in propagating the Dharma and benefiting beings. That’s
the essential meaning of this passage of text.

Each of those great Bodhisattvas displayed clouds of offer-
ings of all kinds of supremely fine adornments, as numerous as
the dustmotes in a sea of worlds, which completely filled the air
and did not disperse. Having displayed those various clouds of of-
ferings, they reverently bowed to the Buddha and offered them to
him. Then, in the direction from which he had come, in whichever
of the ten directions they came from, each Bodhisattva created a
lion’s throne adorned with all kinds of jewels, and seated himself
upon that throne in full lotus posture. Full lotus is the best posture

for meditation.

Sutra:

Having seated themselves, all of the Bodhisattvas, from each and
every pore on their bodies, displayed lights of various colors from all
jewels, as numerous as the dustmotes in ten seas of worlds. Within
each light appeared Bodhisattvas as numerous as the dustmotes
in ten seas of worlds, all seated upon lion thrones made from a
profusion of lotuses.

All of those Bodhisattvas were able to pervasively enter into all
the dustmotes in the oceans of arrangements of Dharma realms.
Each dustmote contained vast lands as numerous as the dustmotes
in ten Buddha worlds. In each land there dwelt the Buddhas, World
Honored Ones, of the three periods of time. Those Bodhisattvas
were all able to draw near to these Buddhas and make offerings
to them.

Commentary:
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Having seated themselves in full lotus, all of the Bodhisattvas
displayed their spiritual powers. From each and every pore on
their bodies, they displayed lights of various colors from all
jewels, as numerous as the dustmotes in ten seas of worlds.
Innumerable jewels emitted multi-colored rays of light. Within each
light appeared Bodhisattvas as numerous as the dustmotes in
ten seas of worlds, all seated upon lion thrones made from a
profusion of lotuses.

All of those Bodhisattvas mentioned earlier were great Bod-
hisattvas with inconceivable spiritual powers and transformations.
Their wisdom is even more inconceivable. And so they were able
to pervasively enter into all the dustmotes in the oceans of all
arrangements—referring to how the Dharma realms were created
and formed—of Dharma realms. Each dustmote contained
vast Buddhalands as numerous as the dustmotes in ten Bud-
dha worlds of infinite proportions. In each land there dwelt
the Buddhas, World Honored Ones, of the three periods of
time. In each Buddhaland, the Buddhas of the past, present, and
future were speaking Dharma and turning the great Dharma wheel.
Although there were innumerably many Buddhalands, those great
Bodhisattvas were all able to create as many division bodies to
draw near to these Buddhas and make offerings to them.

Sutra:

In every thought, by using the method of manifesting freely
in dreams, they enlightened beings as numerous as the
dustmotes in a sea of worlds. In every thought, by using the
method of manifesting the death and birth of all gods, they
enlightened beings as numerous as the dustmotes in a sea
of worlds.

Commentary:

What are Bodhisattvas? They are enlightened beings who enlighten
other sentient beings. Having themselves become enlightened, they
teach other beings to become enlightened based upon the principle
of their own enlightenment. In every thought, in thought after
thought without interruption, by using the method of manifest-
ing freely and spontaneously in dreams, they enlightened be-
ings as numerous as the dustmotes in a sea of worlds. What
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is meant by “manifesting spontaneously in dreams”? Some beings
will not believe the Dharma you speak for them. Wishing to teach
those beings, Bodhisattvas appeat in their dreams and use all kinds
of expedient methods to speak Dharma for them. Beings may be
very stubborn and skeptical when they are awake, but often they

will believe the Dharma when they hear it in their dream. And so
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Bodhisattvas use dreams to teach beings.

Our entire life is itself a dream. There is a verse that

says:

Life is but a dream;

Death, a dream as well.

Dreaming, we enjoy wealth and glory;

Upon awakening, we’re back in poverty.

Every day we dream on, unaware that

The dream passes in less time than a simple meal.
If we don’t wake up from this one,

We’ve dreamt it all in vain.

We don’t know how we got here, and we don’t know how
we will leave. That’s why we say life is just a dream. In the
dream, we may strike it rich, become a high official, and enjoy
wealth and honor. Our life may be really fine, and we become
attached to the dream. We can’t renounce our family, our
country, or ourselves. But when we wake up from the dream,
we’re still our old selves, with nothing at all. There’s nothing
much to say. Yet we keep on dreaming and never wake up.

If you tell people that life is just a dream, they won’t
believe you. Since they haven’t woken up, they don’t realize
that they are dreaming. In their dream, they might make a
fortune, become a government official, or even become an
emperor and get to enjoy all the concubines, nobility, wealth,
and power of that position. Suppose you say to them, “You
think you’re a powerful emperor, but it’s not for real. You’re
just having a dream.” They will say, “I don’t believe you. This
is all real. How can you say it’s a dream?” When they wake
up, without having to be told they will know, “Oh, I had such
a good dream last night. I dreamed I was an emperor. But it
was only a dream.”

Life is also like a dream. Before a person is enlightened,
if you tell him that life is just like a dream, he won’t believe it.
But after he becomes enlightened, he will realize, “Ah, every-
thing that happened in the past was just like a dream. There’s
nothing worth clinging to or hankering after.”” Bodhisattvas
use all sorts of expedient means to teach beings; sometimes
they appear in beings’ dreams. They manifest freely in dreams
to teach beings who are not free, to help beings as countless
as dustmotes in a sea of worlds to understand the truth and

become enlightened.
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