Sanskrit Lesson

From the Vajra Prajfia Paramita Sutra

This lesson gives mare information concerning
nouns belonging to the Short -a Declension, also

known as nouns whose stem ends in -a . This was Atha khalv Ayusmén Subhiitir
discussed previously in VBS #178 (March, 1985). Bols = i
utthayasanad ekamsam
HY ARG d b AT uttarasangam krtva daksinam
janu-mandalam prthivyam
pratisthapya yena Bhagavams
tenarijalim pranamya
Bhagavantam etad avocat.

continued next page

DECLENSION OF MASCULINE NOUNS WITH STEMS IN -A
“THE SHORT -A DECLENSION”
] I
Case Singular | Dual Plural
Nominative buddhas buddhau buddhas
, Accusative buddham buddhau buddhan
' Instrumental buddhena buddhabhyam buddhais
Dative buddhaya buddhabhyam buddhebhyas
Ablative buddhat buddhabhyam buddhebhyas
Genitive buddhasya buddhayos buddhanam
Locative buddhe buddhayos buddhesu
: Vocative buddha buddhau buddhds
|
DECLENSION OF NEUTER NOUNS WITH STEMS IN -A
“THE SHORT -A DECLENSION”
Case Singular Dual Plural
Nominative mandalam mandale mandalani |
Accusative mandalam mandale mandaldni |
‘ Instrumental mandalena mandalabhyam mandalais :
! Dative mandaldya mandalabhyam mandalebhyas
I Ablative mandalat mandalabhyam mandalebhyas
| Genitive mandalasya mandalayos mandalinam
Locative mandale mandalayos mandalesu
Vocative mandala mandale mandaldni |
i o 1 - - |




Then the Elder Subhuti, having arisen from his
seat, having bared one shoulder of his upper
garment, having placed his right knee on the
ground, and having placed his palms together
before the Honored One, said this to the Honored
One:

Note that for the neuter nouns the following have the
same forms:

Dual: Nominative, Accusative and Vocative
(mandale).

Instrumental, Dative and Ablative
(mandaldbhyam).

Genitive, Locative (mandalayos).

Plural: Nominative, Accusative, Vocative
(mandaldni).
Dative, Ablative (mandalebhyas).

Whereas in English proper names and titles are
capitalized, Sanskrit does not have capital letters, so
all letters are the same. The word “Buddha” is not
capitalized in the transliteration given on the chart to
reflect the actual situation in the Sanskrit language.
But words ordinarily capitalized in English are capi-
talized in the transliteration of the Sutra text given
here.

Note that for masculine nouns the same places
have the same forms as for neuter nouns; except for
the accusative plural. Masculine nouns have a dif-
ferent form for the accusative plural, whereas for the
neuter nouns the nominative and accusative plural
have the same form:

Dual: Nominative, Accusative and Vocative
(buddhau).

Instrumental, Dative and Ablative
(buddhabhyam).

Genitive, Vocative (buddhayos).

Plural: Nominative, Vocative (buddhas).
Dative, Ablative (buddhebhyas).



