Sanskrit Lesson

From the Vajra Prajna
Paramita Sutra
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ATHA KHALV AVUSHAN SUBHUTIR UTTHAVASANAD
EKAMSAM UTTARASANGAM KRTVA DAKSTNAM
JANU-MANDALAM PRTHIVYAM PRATISTHAPYA
VENA BHAGAVAMS TENANJALINM PRANAMYA
BHAGAVANTAM ETAD AVOCAT (text before
external sandhi: atha khafu ayusman
subhlitis utthdya Tsandt ekamsam uttana-
asamgam kptv@ dakjinam janu-mandatam
prthivyam pratisthdpya yena bhagavan
tena aﬁja[im pranamya bhagavantam etad
avocat)

"Then the Elder Subhuti, having
arisen from his seat, having bared one
shoulder of his upper garment, having
placed his right knee on the ground,
and having placed his palms together
before the Honored One, said this to
the Honored One."

In the text, the compound ekamsam
"one-shoulder (ed)" contains the numeral
eka "one." . The numbers frem 1 - 1000
in Sanskrit are based on the decimal
system, and the numbers 1 - 10 form the
foundation for the rest. Actually the
numbers 1 - 10 are gramatically adjec-
tives. The numbers 1 = % combine with
the number 10 {daéa} to form the num-
bers 11 - 19, which are alsoc adjectives.
Strictly speaking, the numbers 20 and
above are collective nouns, but they too
tend to be treated as adjectives. The
numbers 1l-4 are fully inflected, that
is, declined to show case and gender
and number insofar as their meaning
permits. The numeral "two" (dva), for
example, is only dual. The numbers 6 -
10 do not have all the inflectional
endings.
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SIMPLE CARDINAL NUMERALS

figure name trans.
T 1 eka one
2 dva two
3 thi three
4 catur four

paﬁaa ["pancha") five
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6 sas ("shasi™) six

1 sapta seven

8 asta ("asnia™) eight

9 nava nine
{o 10 dafa ("dasha”) ten




