Sanskrit Lesson

From the Vajra Prajna Paramita Sutra
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ATHA KHALV AYUSMAN SUBHOTIR UTTHAVASANAD
EKAMSAM UTTARASANGAM KRTUA DAKSINAM
JANU-MANDA LAY PRTHIUMH PRATISTHAPYA
VENA BHAGAVAMS TEMANJALIM PRANAMYA
BHAGAVANTAM ETAD AVOCAT.

"Then the Elder Subhuti, having arisen
from his seat, having bared one shoulder
of his upper garment, having placed his
right knee on the ground, and hawving
placed his palms together before the Hon-
ored One, said this to the Honored One."

The previous lesson discussed root
Jhka- "do/make." That root belongs to a
class of verbs known as the iu and u=-
class. The present stem of the nu-class
is formed by adding the syllable -nu- to
the root. In the "strong"™ forms of the
verb, the added syllable -nu- receives
the accent, and so is strengthened to
=ne-. There are just a few roots which
belong to the u-class, and all of them,
with the exception of root Jki- end in
-n. Jka- itself is irregular. Below
are examples of the conjugations of
these verbs in the present indicative
active.

PRESENT INDICATIVE ACTIVE
NlU- CLASS VERBS: EXAMPLE /SU- "PRESS"
singular dual plural

1st sunomd sunuvas Aunumas

2rd 5unu§i Aunuthas sunutha

3rd  sunoftd Aunutas sunvanti

U- CLASS VERBS: EXAMPLE /TAN- "STRETCH"

1st tanomdi tanvas Lanmas

2nd  tanosd tanuthas zLanutha

3rd Zanotd Lanutas Lanvanti

Note that the -u- of either type of verb
is allowed to be dropped before -v and
-m of the first person dual and first
person plural endings. That is connected
with -u- being a labial vowel (formed by
the lips) and -v- being a labial semi-
vowel while -m- is the labial nasal.
However, for nu- class verbs, if the root
ends in a consonant, the -u- is not drop-
ped. If the -u- would come before an
ending that starts with a vowel, the =u=
becomes -v- or -uv-, depending on whether
it is preceded by one or two consonants.

U- CLASS VERBS: EXAMPLE /KR- "DO/MARE"

lst haromi kurvas kurmas
2nd  kanosd kuruthas kurutha
3rd hkaroti kurutas kurvanti

The reason Jki- is irregular is that it
has guna-strengthening (to kar-) in the
strong forms of the stem, and changes to
kun- in the weak forms of the stem, so
the two forms of the stem are kato- and
kunu-., The -u- is always dropped before
-v and -m of the lst person dual and lst
person plural (kurvas, kuimas).

-- o be continued

ANNOUNCEMENT: Summer Program,l989
Instiliina Goodness ElLementaru and
Veveloping Vintue Secondary Schools
will be conducting a special
summer program for children and
young adults,

The qugram will include:

English,Chinese, art(ceramics,

callxgraphy etc.)Science projects,
Tai ji chwan, martial arts,
gardenlng, and more,

The six week session will
begin on 26 June and run until
4 August. Students who can only
attend for three weeks should
plan on enrolling during the
first three weeks since the
courses progress in order.
Call or write for further detalls:
Instilling Goodness Efementary and
Developing Vintue Secondany Schools,
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas,
Tatmage, Ca.95481-0217

[707) 462-0939




