Pictorial Biography of the Venerable Master Hsu Yun
by the Venerable Master Hua

#145. An Ox Seeks Deliverance, And the Butcher Changes Profession
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Reaching the town of TengYweh, the Master stayed in WanShou ("Ten Thousand Y ears') Temple.One
day, as he wassitting and talking with the Provincia Governor Jang Sung Lin, a yellow ox suddenly
appeared.It knelt down beforethe Master, shedding tears. Following it was a butcher namedY ang Sheng
Chang, and several others.The Master said to theox, "If you wish to live, you must take refuge with the
Triple Jewel."The ox nodded itshead and was given the Three Refuges.The owner of the ox, the
butcher, vowed to changehis profession, took refuge,and became a vegetarian. Thegovernor
recommended him fora job in a store.

The gatha says:

Substituting an ox for asheep, Emperor SywanGlorified showed a princely heart.
With empathy reaching to eventhe birds and beasts, hegoverned with humaneness.
If Mencius had heard about this event, he would have come a thousand miles.

A yellow ox had taken refuge--a rarity in ten thousand years!
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Translation Society

HEREIN LIES THE TREASURE-TROVE, Volume One. 1983, $6.50. An anthology of Dharma Talks
given by the Venerable Master Hua at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. Titles include:

Karmic Obstacles

Faith

On Way-Virtue

All From a Single Thought

The Joy of Not Seeking

First, Cure the Cancer of Your Own Mind
The Secrets of Heaven and Earth

The Eternal Buddhanature

... and more. Fifty-three titles, 153 pages.



