Sanskrit Lesson

From the Vajra Prajna Paramita Sutra

A< &of g

1} b -

q'cﬁ:}; s :)
-,

TENA KHALU PUNAH SAMAYENAYUSMAN-SUBHUTIS-
TASYAM-EVA PARSADT SAMNIPATTITO'BHUT-
SAMNISANNAH [/ "At that time the Elder
Subhuti was present in the assembly,
sitting down."

continued from issue ¥206

This lesson continues to consider the
external sandhi rules for consonants.

RULE TWENTY-FOUR A voiced stop before a
volceless consonant or zero is replaced
by the corresponding unvoiced stop.

explanation: The voiced stops in San-
skrit are, as listed in other lessons:
g, gh, f, ik, #: #h! d, dh, b, and bh.
The voiceless consonants are the rest of
the consonants. The unvoiced stops are:
k, kh, e, ch, £, £h, £, %h, p, and ph.
Any time a voiced stop is followed dir-
ectly by a voiceless consonant, or else
by no letter at all, the veociced stop be-
comes the unvoiced stop of the corres-
ponding category. This is an example of
assimilation. The corresponding cate-
gories are listed below.

voiced stop - corresponding unvoiced stop

a k
gh kh
i c
ih ch
i
ﬁh th
d Z
dh th
b P
bh ph

examples: Jvid- (root) "know" — vetfsdl
"you know;" Jbudh- (root) "be awake"
+ syate — bnotsyate "he will be awake."

RULE TWENTY-FIVE A voiceless stop before
a volced stop is replaced by the corres-
ponding voiced stop.

explanation: See explanation of Rule
Twenty-four for the voiced and unvoiced
stops and their correspondances (read
the chart in reverse.) "Voiceless" and
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"unvoiced" mean the same thing.
examples: iak- (root) "be able" + dhi
EImperative 2nd sing. aorist ending) =
agdhi "help;" Jdif- "region" + bhyas
dative/ablative plural ending) —
digbhyas "from regions."

RULE TWENTY-SIX An aspirated stop before
a stop, a sibilant or zero is replaced by
the corresponding unaspirated stop.

explanation: The aspirated stops are:

» gh, eh, fh, th, dh, th, dh, ph, bh.
The stops are listed in the explanation
of Rule Twenty-four. This means any
stop, whether voiced or unvoiced, aspir-
ated or unaspirated. The sibilants are:

AL .The unaspirated stops are:
k, a, ¢, §, '?: ‘,i: t, d, p, b,

aspirated stop corresponding unaspirated

stop
kt k
a a
ch e
i s;
th z
dh d
th :
ph e
bh b
examples: /pikh- (root) "paint,"

eithalikh + 4 — citrnalik- "painter of
pictures;" /Jbudh- + syate — bhotayate
"he will awake."

— to be continued
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