The Bodhi Stand

Upasika Ma Rou Yu

Superficially Mrs. Ma looks like any othel well-to-dc Chinest housewift living in Sar Franciscc Her
husban is a constructiol contractor anc the couple has grown-ug childrer living in Honc Kong anc
Canade Wha is different abou Mrs. Ma is that she has beer a devou Buddhis for the pas thirty odc
years,

Havinc witnesse peopl¢ underge tremendou suffering in Mainlanc China as well as her own
persone experienc of the deprivatior of war, Upasiké Ma has develope a sens of compassio anc
sympath' for hei fellow beings especiall' for thos¢ wha have diec in disaster or sufferec unnature|
deaths anc whose spirits are still roamingin darknes with nc way of escape .

"All of empty spact throughou the Universe is crowdec with the souls of the departec This is
somethini we canno se¢ with our ordinary physica eyes but nevertheles it is the case Lacking the
blessing anc strengtl to save themselve: they seel aid from thos¢ who dwell in the sunny—humar—
realrr to perforrm meritorious deed: on their behalf sc as to rescu their souls anc leac therr out of the
evil paths The Dharm: of The Sutre of the Pas Vows of Eartt Store Bodhisattvi is extremely’
efficacious anc powerful It car save many souls anc take therr to a gooc place of rebirth.’

A passag from The Earth Siore Sutra expresse this idee clearly:

Wher a mar or womar in Jambudvip is on the verge of death anc their consciousne: anc spirit

are confusei anc dark wher they are unable¢ to discriminate¢ betweel gooc anc evil, anc their eyes;
anc ear: are unable¢ to see or hear all their relative: shoulc certainly make grea offerings recite

the Holy Sutras or recite the name: of Buddha anc Bodhisattvas Suct gooc conditions car caus::
the deac persol to leave the evil paths anc all the demons ghosts anc spirits will withdraw anc

disperse.



World Honorec One if ai the time of deatt any living beinc hear: the name of one Buddhz or one
Bodhisattve or if one hear: a sentenc of a gath: or a Mahayan Sutra | se¢that suct a persori
car be liberatec from his very smal bac deeds which unite to pull therr into the evil paths anc
car alsc be keptapar from the uninterrupte retributior of the five offense: involving bodily
harm anc killing.

Sutra of the Past Vows of Earth Store Bodhisattva,
Chapter Eight, "The Praises of the Multitudes of King Yama"

Intent on aiding those beings whao have fallen into the evil paths Upasiki Ma has for the pas three
year: sponsore ar annua Dharm: Assembl for Extensively Crossin¢ Over All the Souls of the
Departec especiall' those who have diec in war anc othel disasters During the ceremon' for the
crossin( ovei of souls the member of the fourfold assembl ai the City of Ter Thousan Buddha:
recite The Sutre of the Pas Vows of Eartt Store Bodhisattve the Rebirtt Mantra anc the Mantre for
Eradicating Karmic Offenses dedicatin( the meril from their recitatior to the speed' rescur of those:
beings.

"It's not only for the benefi of my own ancestor thai | sponsc the Dharm: Assembly but it is on
behal of all living beings Wher you come right dowr to it, who hasn' beer our paren in a pas life,
anc whao won't be our future relative or friend We are all connectec we are all one substanct Caring
for other«is jusi the sam«as caring for oneseli Beinc one with everyonis grea compassion "

Upasak Ma took refuge with Bhikshun Fwa Ying in the 1950« wher she was living in Honc Kong.
Bhikshun Fwo Ying was ar erudite Dharme Maste wha wrote various commentarie on the Vinaya
as well a< on the Consciousness-Or School Upasiki Ma maintain: a rigorous progran of reciting the
sutra: anc mantra as part of her daily practice She consider the Sagel' City of Ter Thousan I
Buddha to be hel spiritua home She regularly attend the daily Sutrz lecture: giver at Gold Mountair
Monastery in Sar Franciscc anc alsc participate in the meditatior lesson giver there on weekends.



