News from the Dharma Realm

Sunday July 12, 1987 THE UKIAH DAILY JOUNAL

World peace conference at Buddhist center

By LI BE | WEN
Journal Correspondent
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The gate at the entrance to the City of 10,000 Buddhas has one. This monastery will be the site this
month of a world been repainted in more subtle colors, gold the most dominate religious conference,
the first ever held in a Western country.

It will be the first of its kind in the westeri world wher the Conferenc of Unitec World Religions is
helc at the City of Ter Thousan Buddha in Talmag«on Aug. 1-8.

The purpos: of the conferenc is to discus ways to bring peac to the world.

"Our aim s, througt collective effort, to arrive at a way to turn the tide of adversity eradicat wars anc
bring peact anc security to all people It is hopec that the conferenc will expant the communicatio
betweel all majoi religions anc througt a wider scope of interchange work out practica solution: to
pressin: problem: that bese humanking.

"Those concerne abou thest issue: are urgec to attend, saic Hsuar Hua Abbot of the Tethagata
Monaster ai the City of 10,00( Buddhas anc chairperso of the conference .

Spiritua mer anc womer from all ovel the world, includingc severe Buddhis monks from mainlanc!
China will be arriving al the local Buddhis University Thursday accordin¢to Hua

This will alsc mark the first time in recen history thar religious leader from Chine have beer
permittec to trave abroac by their governmen .



Other monks will represer the different sect: of Buddhism anc leader of othei religious sect: are alsc
expectec .

According to a spokesma ai the City of Ter Thousan Buddhas more thar 1,00( peopl¢ are expecte 1
to attenc the event coming early to alsc attenc a Water-Land-Ai Dharm: Assembl» which will
proceer the conferenc from July 18.

More thar half of those¢ attending will be stayin¢ on the campu: of the schoo anc monastar in
Talmag¢« throughou the duratior of the two events.

Sevent' Sangh. member will presid¢ ovei the platforms during the first Assembly anc ceremonies
will include recitatior of Sutra: anc bowing of repentance which Hue saic will include ceremonies
that are the mos elaborat in Buddhism.

This meetin¢will include prayer: for world peace the gooc healtl anc able administratiol of leader: of
all nations anc the prosperit) of their countries.

This internatione even continue until Aug. 1 wher the Conferenc of Unitec World Religions opens.

Plenan session: dialogu¢ groups speeche by representative of various religions anc informal
discussionwill make up the daily agende .

Some of the topics will include "Remoldin¢ the Curren Mode of Education, "Ethics anc
Pressin Curren Issues, "Establishinc a Comparativ World Religions Cente to Promot« Mutual
Understandin¢ "Founding ar Internatione Study Exchang Progran amon¢ Major World Religions as
a way to Train Outstandin Leader of the Future,” anc "Developin¢ Academic Curricule on
Philosophie of Different Religions.'

Abboi Hua a calm relaxec mar of diminutive stature sa in his sparsel furnishec office anc spoke of
his concern abou the world's preser condition

"We know the world is in a bac place anc the purpos: of this conferenc is to allow a rea positive
generativ influence on people' minds — to turn a spirit of hatrecinto a spirit of quiet,’ he said

Speakiniin Mandarir Chinese with muct feeling he listec six conditions thal "causei the world to go
bad "Thes¢ include fighting, greed seekin( outsid¢ selves selfishnes: striving for persone advantag 2
anc lying.

"If we turn thest six arounc sc that peopl¢ are happy anc conten with their own possibilities quite
naturally the world will have nc wars nc disasters Because if people went by the six rules — ng
fighting, no greed anc sc on, there would be nc murders no drug abuse, he said

For example he continued "Jus take AIDS. It is a resul of not keepin¢ thest six principals The very
rool of the problen is tha mer anc womer don'i follow the rules They are toc free anc indulge in
sexua promiscuity.'

The answe lies in abstenanc he said adding "But no one advocate that They Jus give themr
condoms Thal doesn' get to the rool caus: of the problem We will neve eradicat AIDS by
advocatini this kind of a cure.’

The answe to many of the world's problems he statec lies inside eact person "The answe doe: not
lie outside but in turning ourselve around, he said



Hua's sparklin¢ eye« becom: intense anc his warmr smile become troublec wher he speak of the
failure of the educatiol systen to teacl for the gooc of mankind

"The professor anc stafl of our universities especiall the famou: universities mus take
responsibilit' for the preser situation They have the powel to influence minds anc they haven' beer
doing their job.

"Education, he continue( sadly "is dowr in the pits now. Kids learr to wani to be No. 1. They will
stoof low to get gooc grade sc they car gel a gooc job anc make money That is the objective of
college now too. No one thinks of acquiring skills to helg mankind Peoplt helg themselve anc not
others The purposi of educatiol is lost if peopl¢ helg themselve only. Tha is selfist anc not public
spirited.’

"Wher people are thar egc centerec they forgel the family, they forgel society they forgel their
country anc they forgei the world at large It is all lostto, them,' he saic with a sigh

Peoplt mus star by cleanin¢ up their own minds "We have rotter minds anc are polluting the whole
world," he noted

Speakini througl a translator he blamec world leader: for servin¢ themselve anc not the people.
"Citizens have to take up the responsibilit to develof mutua understandin betweel peopl¢ anc their
leaders."

He addec quickly, "Not thai we're pointin¢c a finger al world leaders but world leader serve the
peopl¢ anc shoule be models.

He see the world as filled with people wha have "gone nuts — acting like lunatics
"We have forgotter our heavenl conferre( mission,' he said

With a sly smile anc a direct eye-to-ey contac in anticipatior of the listener' reaction Hug citec three
"freaks which will ea people’ flesh.'

Thest three are television computers anc scientific technology.

Television as he describe! it, "completely devalue the essenc of our children It rips off the prope
righteou: vitality of the children.’

Computer have the potentia of breakin¢ up families countries anc the world becaus people don’
zercin on their bac effects

Leanin¢ forward arms restin¢ on his desk thin behinc the sleeve of his saffror robe Hus said "It's
the sam« as TV. There is incredible potentia for gooc things bul people don' use then for that
purpose.’

He blamec televisior for damagini people' values with sex anc violence by condonin¢ murder druc
abusianc sexua alliances "Young people¢ learr this from TV, "he said

Moden technology accordin(to this studen of humar nature is the "bigges monste of all.”

It is used he believes to develoj "high tect killing weapon which every country is developing They
sa) is to protec their country bui they're really trying to bring ar enc to humanity



"These are evidence of very deej evils we're entrenche in. Peoplt are unwilling anc unreceptiv to
change It's like bein¢ drunk— drunk in confusior anc refusing to change. '

The answel he once agair stresse: is to changt people’ minds

Once people' minds are changec all thest monster would chang: too. Television computers anc
technolog' would be usec to helg people.

"We would use thestinstrument anc not let therr use us,' be said

Importan humar attribute: thal will helg bring abou peace he said are humanenes which mean;
havinc compassio regardin¢ fellow humar beings anc righteousnes which involves giving the
prope energin all you dcin ar unbiase anc unselfist way.

So hopefully the conferenc will bring togethe peopl¢ from all ovel the world, representin different
educatione anc religious worlds wha car transcen sectaria views anc work towards universa anc
selfles: goals to benefi all humankinc.

The citizens of Ukiah, especiall educator: are sincerel invited to attend the Abbot said
"We would like to react out to thest people "he said

Humanity he acknowledgec is very comple> wher one first begins studying¢ it. However he noted
"Within the complexity of humanity you car still find true principles.”

Publication of the Buddhist Text Translation Society

LISTEN TO YOURSELF: THINK EVERYTHING OVER, Volume Two. 1983 $7.00 A collectior of
Dharme talks by the Venerabli Maste Hua giving practica instruction: on suct subject as Char
Meditation Gwar Yin Recitation anc everyda: cultivation Include« secon: editior of Pure Land and
Chan Dharma Talks.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
July 17,1987
Deai Mr. Hua:
On behal of the Presiden thank you for your recen invitation.

You were very kind to extenc this opportunity to the Presiden | regre to write that due to ar already
heavily committec schedule he will be unable¢ to accep your invitation. However he has aske( me to
conve) to you his bes wishesanc appreciatio for your thoughtfulnes::.



Sincerely

Pt Fgar

FREDERICK J.RYAN, JR
Directol of Presidenti¢ Appointment anc Schedulinij
Directol of Private Secto Initiatives

Mr. Hsuar Hue

Chairperson

Dharm: Realn Buddhis Associatiorn
80C Sacrament Stree:

Sar Franciscc Californie 94108
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UNITED STATES SENATE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

July 21, 1987

PETE WILSON
CALIFORNIA

The VenerabliHsuar Hue
Chairperson

Dharme Realrr Buddhis Associatior
Talmage Californie 95481-021 7

Deal Chairperso Hua:

It gives me grea pleasur to senc belate« congratulation anc greeting to everyon: associate J
with the Dharm¢ Realn Buddhis Associatiol on the granc occasiol of your week-lon¢ "Water
Land anc Air Ceremony. "'

It is indeec excitinc to hea of sc many people¢ from all ovel the world coming togethe to furthel
their interest anc beliefs in a settin¢ of peacr anc tranquility. Gatherin( togethe in the seren
atmospher of meadows orchards groves anc farmlanc is a terrific way to shar¢ anc furthel
promote your introspectivt lifestyle anc peacefu existence .

It disappoint me that due to schedulini conflicts | an unable¢ to share in your celebratior With
many religious leader representin the world's majoi religions attending anc with the festivities



of your plannec ceremonie -- including prayer: for world peace prayer: for the relief of our
departe friends anc prayer: for the leader of our nation¢ anc their countrie: -- it sound as
thougt is will be a very exciting anc spiritua week

Once again my hope: thai you enjoy the greates succes with your "Water Land anc Air
Ceremony, anc all my bes wishesto you for the future

Sinceraly,

FETE WILSON




