
TheBodhiSealof thePatriarchs
by theVenerableMasterYunandtheVenerableMasterHua

Forty-first GenerationalPatriarchDhyanaMasterGwanJr
("ContemplatingOne'sResolve")of TungAn ("United Peace')

ESSAY:

THE MASTER WAS FROM TUNG AN, IN HUNG JOUPROVINCE.HIS FAMILY NAME IS NOT
KNOWN. WHEN THE PREVIOUS ABBOT OF TUNG AN MONASTERY WAS ABOUT TO
MANIFEST THE STILLNESS,HE ASCENDEDTHE HALL AND SAID, "IN FRONT OF MANY-
DISCIPLESSTUPA,THE SONSOF THE SCHOOLARE EXCELLENT. BEFORETHE PEAK OF
THE FIVE OLD MEN, WHAT IS THE SITUATION?"

HE SAID THAT THREETIMES, AND NO ONE WAS ABLE TO REPLY.

THEN THE MASTER STEPPEDFORWARDAND SAID, "ON A CLEAR NIGHT, OUTSIDE THE
CURTAINS, ALL STAND IN LINE. FOR TEN THOUSAND MILES THEY SING IN PRAISEOF
PEACEAND PROSPERITY."

TUNG AN SAID, "ONLY THIS CRASSFELLOW GOT IT."

COMMENTARY:



THE MASTER WAS FROM TUNG AN, IN HUNG JOU PROVINCE.The Masterlived in Tung An
Monasteryin NanChangCounty,ShanSyi Province.HIS FAMILY NAME IS NOT KNOWN. No one
knowswhathis surnamewas.WHEN THE PREVIOUSABBOT OF TUNG AN MONASTERY WAS
ABOUT TO MANIFEST THE STILLNESS,HE ASCENDEDTHE HALL. WhenthepreviousAbbot
of Tung An Monastery,DhyanaMasterDau Pei(道丕禪師), wasaboutto enterthe stillness,he came
into theDharmaHall AND SAID, "IN FRONTOF MANY-DISCIPLES STUPA,THE SONSOF THE
SCHOOL ARE EX-CELLENT." He said there were many talentedpeople in front of the Many-
DisciplesStupa,and inquired, "BEFORE THE PEAK OF THE FIVE OLD MEN, WHAT IS THE
SITUATION?" He askedhow thingsweregoing in front of the Peakof the Five Old Men. HE SAID
THAT THREE TIMES, AND NO ONE WAS ABLE TO REPLY. DhyanaMasterDau Pei repeated
thequestionthreetimes,butno oneanswered.

THEN THE MASTER STEPPEDFORWARDAND SAID, "ON A CLEAR NIGHT, OUTSIDE THE
CURTAINS, ALL STAND IN LINE. FOR TEN THOUSAND MILES THEY SING IN PRAISEOF
PEACEAND PROSPERITY."DhyanaMas-ter GwanJr cameforth andsaidthat,on a moonlit night,
all stoodin line outsidethecurtains,andthat for ten thousandmiles thesoundof child-ren'sfolksongs
couldbeheard,singingthatpeaceandprosperitywereaboutto come.

TUNG AN SAID, "ONLY THIS CRASSFEL-LOW GOT IT." Among so manypeople,no oneelse
understood.Who wouldhaveexpectedthatsucha coarsepersonwouldbetheoneto getit!

THE VERSEIN PRAISEOF HIM SAYS:

THE SILKEN STRANDTRAILED DOWN
FORA THOUSAND FEET.

A FEROCIOUSDRAGONALONE
APPEARED.

THE HALL WAS TOTALLY STILL:
THEN CAME AN IRON HORSEAND

GOLDEN BELLS.
THE FAMILY STYLE WAS REVIVED:
WONDERFULUNION AND EXTENSIVE

PENETRATION.
IT HAD TO BE THIS CRASSFELLOW,
WHO, POINTING WEST,SPOKEOF

THE EAST.

COMMENTARY:

THE SILKEN STRAND TRAILED DOWN FORA THOUSAND FEET./A FEROCIOUSDRAGON
ALONE APPEARED./The silk washangingdown for a thousandfeet. In the assembly,only Dhyana
Master Gwan Jr cameforth to answerthe question.THE HALL WAS TOTALLY STILL:/ THEN
CAME AN IRON HORSE AND GOLDEN BELLS./ No one left the hall. That meansno one
understood.DhyanaMasterGwanJr waslike an iron horseanda goldenbell. THE FAMILY STYLE
WAS REVIVED:/ WONDERFULUNION AND EXTENSIVE PENE-TRATION./ Thefamily manner
wasre-stored.Therewaswonderfulmeshingandwidespreadpropagationof this Dharma.IT HAD TO
BE THIS CRASSFEL-LOW WHO, POINTING WEST, SPOKEOF THE EAST./ It was this crude
fellow who talkedabouttheeastwhenhewaspointingto thewest.This is all Chantalk--verbaldualing
in theChanSchoolmanner.Thereisn't anymean-ing to it.

ANOTHER VERSEIN PRAISEOF HIM SAYS:



THE MASTER HAD NO SURNAME OR
PERSONALNAME.

"GWAN JROF TUNG AN" WAS EVEN
LESSTRUE.

"MANY-DISCIPLES STUPA" AND "PEAK
OF THE FIVE OLD MEN" WERE

ALL SUPERFLUOUS.
TO REMAIN YOUNG ALL ONE'SLIFE,

ONESHOULD RARELY TALK.
HE WAS AN EXCEPTIONAL PERSON,

AND UNDERSTOODWONDERFUL
PRINCIPLE.

BY POINTING WESTBUT SPEAKING
OF THE EAST,THEREWAS HIDDEN

EXPOSITIONOF THE WAY.
WHEN DHYANA MASTERSOF ANCIENT

TIMES AND THE PRESENTTRANSMIT
THEIR MIND-SEAL,

THEY SPEAKDHARMA ACCORDINGTO
THE POTENTIALS,AND PROCLAIM

THE MYSTERIOUSAND INTANGIBLE.

COMMENTARY:

THE MASTER HAD NO SURNAME OR PER-SONAL NAME./ In the Buddhadharma,there isn't
anydharmathatcanbespoken.Whatevercanbespokenis not it.

Anything thatcanbeexpressed
in words,

Is not theactualmeaning.

That is why thePatriarchsin ancienttimeswerenot willing to takea sur-name,muchlessa first name.
"GWAN JR OF TUNG AN" WAS EVEN LESS TRUE./ Although in Tung An Monasteryhe was
called Gwan Jr, that was not true either. It was nothingbut a false name—simply madeup. A name
cannotexpressthegreatfunctioningof theentiresubstanceof a person.We hu-manbeingsarelimited
in our thoughts.Sinceour mindsarenot broadenoughto go beyondtherealmof cognitivethinking,we
give thingsnames."MANY-DISCIPLES STUPA" AND "PEAK OF THE FIVE OLD MEN" WERE
ALL SUPERFLUOUS./DhyanaMasterDau Peihadsaid,"In front of Many-DisciplesStupa,thesons
of the schoolareexcellent. Beforethe Peakof the Five Old Men, what is the sit-uation?"All of that
wasquite mean-ingless.What is Many-DisciplesStupa?And what is the Peakof the Five OLD Men,
anyway?All of thatwasa caseof looking for somethingto saywhentherewasnothingto say—merely
busy work. TO REMAIN YOUNG ALL ONE'S LIFE, ONE SHOULD RARELY TALK./ If people
want to stayyoung,theyshouldnot talk somuch.You will havefewerafflictions if you talk less,and
soyou will alwaysbeyoung.

HE WAS AN EXCEPTIONAL PERSON, AND UNDERSTOOD WONDERFUL PRINCIPLE./
DhyanaMasterGwanJr could be considereda dragonamongthe peopleof that time. He understood
what mostpeopledid not understand,andso he wasoutstandingamonghis peers.He understoodthe
esotericprinciple,andknew what Dhy-anaMasterDau Pei wastalking about.BY POINTING WEST
BUT SPEAKING OF THE EAST, THERE WAS HIDDEN EXPOSITION OF THE WAY./
Unexpressedandhiddenwithin all of this wasthe heavenlysecret.WHEN DHYANA MASTERSOF



AN-CIENT TIMES AND THE PRESENT TRANSMIT THEIR MIND-SEAL,/ THEY SPEAK
DHARMA ACCORDING TO THE POTENTIALS, AND PRO-CLAIM THE MYSTERIOUS AND
INTANGIBLE./ DhyanaMastersof ancientandmoderntimestransmittheir mind-sealDharma.What
is meantby "transmittingthe mind-seal"?It meansusing the mind to sealand certify anothermind,
without the use of spokenwords. It is inexpressible.In this mind-sealDharma door, the path of
languageis cut off, andtheplaceof themind'sworkingsis extinguished.One'smind cannotgraspthis
with thought.Eventhe placeof the mind'sactivity is gone.Therefore,oneobservesthe potentialsand
entices with teachings,speakingDharma according to the per-son. One proclaims these elusive,
esoteric-soundingDharmadoors,andtheuninitiatedon'thavethefaintestideawhatonemeans.


