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#130: Meeting Dharma Master Chan Syou ("Chan Cultivation"), 

Who Cultivated Austerities 

 
The Master immediately went to raise 

the money required to repair the broken-

down temple. As he descended the mou-

ntain, upon reaching He Mu tree, he met 

a monk who was repairing the road. The 

Master bowed, but the monk did not 

respond. In the evening, they sat facing 

each other, and the next morning, the 

monk cooked some rice while the 

Master stoked the fire. When it was 

ready, the monk did not tell him to eat, 

but the Master did so anyway. The 

monk then shouldered his hoe and the 

Master carried the basket. They worked 

together in that way for more than ten 

days without exchanging a single word. 

Thus, in mutual harmony, they worked 

and rested together.   

 

The Gatha says:  

 

Rough and craggy for several hundred   

miles, the road was hard to travel.  

The Monk Chan Syou (Chan Cultiva-

tion) vowed to make it passable,  

So he bitterly toiled for several 

decades, and never once retreated.   

Eminent indeed was Syou! The Master 

sighed at this strange encounter.  
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