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In the past, when the Ch'an movementreally flourished, there were bright-eyedGood Knowing
Advisorseverywhere.The monkswho investigatedweremanyandin a greatnumberof placesthere
wereinstancesof real revelations.Soit's saidthat it isn't Ch'anwhich is lacking,but rather,thatgood
teachersarehard to find. By now, the homeof Ch'anhasbecomelonely anddesolate. It's beenthat
way for a long time already. Sure, there are those who on impulse bring forth the resolve to
investigateCh'an. They may evenhavethe fortune to meetGood Knowing Advisors who employ
provisional techniquesto help their studentsmake progressaccordingto their propensities,and to
seal andcertify themaccordingto their potential.Nonetheless,thesestudentshaveshallowfaculties,
andeasily jump to the conclusionthat they havealreadygainedsomeattainment.Moreover,they do
not believein theSagelyTeachingsof theThusComeOne,do not seekthe true andproperpath,and
insist on muddlingalong in their own confusion. Consequentlythey settlefor cheapimitation seals
of approval. Not only do suchpeopledeludethemselves,they misguideothersas well. Isn't this
somethingto beapprehensiveabout?

Moreover,prime ministersandothersamongthe laity, who hadsomelevel of attainmentasrecorded
in the ANNALS OF THE TRANSMISSION OF THE LIGHT werejust a handful. And yet, within the
wearisomedust of this presentage, thereare thosewho can't evenuphold the major precepts,and
whosefalse thinking is wild and turbid. And yet, relying on their worldly intelligence,they reada
few of the records of the virtuous ones of old and start believing that they themselveshave
unsurpassedsuperiorroots. Thereuponthey becomeextremelyconceited. Wheneverthey seeleft-
homepeoplethey engagethemin Ch'anbanter,thinking themselvesto haveenlightenedto the Way.
This is a sicknessof thetimes;it's a caseof oneblind personleadinga multitudeof blind people.

Todaythis old monkhaspointedout someessentialaspectsof applyingeffort aswerepracticedby the
BuddhasandPatriarchs.Thoseof you who areclear-headedandintelligent shouldrectify yourselves
accordingto thesestandards.
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