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Deal Shir Fu, anc the Grea Assembly
An ancien autho once wrote

He wha has the leas scraj of sense once he has got startec on the
grea highway has nothin¢ to fealr as long as he avoids turnings (lit.
deviant) For the grea highway is level anc safe butl peopl¢ love by-
paths.

For six years we have staye( away from the distraction of T.V., radio newspaper worldly books anc
magazine: But recentlywe relaxec this vow, thinking thai we were uninformed anc thai by studying
a bit of the news we coulc use the Dharme to shec light on curren event: anc moderr trends This was
a mistake a "by-path.’

| shoulc have knowr better For example once while bowing the highway someon gave us ar
illustratec pamphle on YIN/'YANG anc the Five Elemen theory It was the first non-sutri thing | hac
lookec al since we began It hit my mind like ar ax cleavin¢ wood | weni oui to bow anc founc all
thest Taois symbols anc YIN/YANG charts polluting my mind. | startec to think abou them but
soor my brair got sc afflicted thai | though it would burs apart My heac was on fire anc clogge
with over-stimulatiol anc over-loadec | felt as if | steppe from a speedin cai ontc the freeway
forgetting the cal was racing alon¢c at 70mph As soor as | forgot whai | reac anc concentrater my
mind returnec to purity anc peace | conclude: that thinking anc worldly knowledg¢ obstruc:
wisdom's practices.

There was a time in Los Angele« wher | exercise in a parking lot. | glancecdowr ai a newspaper
pag¢ the wind blew by. | reac one sentenc anc saw one photc anc all my virtuous practice' stean
evaporate on the spot | felt as dirty as the oil-stainec litterec asphal lot | was standin¢in. | vowec
to keef my six sense in the Way-plact aftel that anc neve agair defile my mind by running outside:
after the "news."

The mos disturbin¢ anc defiling experienc took place wher a well-intende Bhikshun at the City of
Ter Thousan Buddha playec a radic news specia on the Jonestow tragedy sc thal we coulc all
learr abou what was happenin in the world. That one houi of radic did more damag to my spirit
anc my psyche«thar anything we met while bowing on the highway--frorn stree gang: to typhoons.

We may sometime feel thail we are missing out on things by not keepin¢ up with world news or thai
we don't know what's happenin¢ But actually just studyin¢ the Sutras Shastra anc the Vinays anc
listening to the Dharma-new make: us the mos well-informec peopl¢in the world. As for benefiting
others there is nc finer gift to mankinc thar the gift of 10C pei cen pure Dharma



Recenth | lookec al some articles anc news clippings on curren devian trends in religions science,
phony cult leader: etc My first reaction were rage anger fighting, anc indignation My mind's
water: seethe with emotion: anc false thought: for days ever week: after | felt cold anc scatterec,
defilec anc common This worldly news somehov cuts off the circulatior of spiritua energy My
"smar bugs' liked the new input, but my spirit mournecthe loss

| shoulc have trustec these natura reaction anc first thoughts Instead | listenec to my seconl
thought: anc "smar bugs' thai said "You shoulc investigatr all kinds of worldly teaching anc keeg

up with the news sc you car write anc lecture on it. Peopl¢ shoulc know abou this! It's your

responsibilit to exposi the deviant.' So | ignorec the wisdon spo | hac learnec to trust anc follow

inside anc weni alon¢ with what my discriminating intellect came up with. A mistake As soor as

one relies on consciousne: insteac of wisdorr to cultivate it's all over Thinking turns us into fools.

The Abbot once told us on the highway

Don'tlister to him. Don'tlister to me. Lister to yourself If it's the Tao
advance if it's not the Tao retreat.

As soor as | took one stef off the Buddhadharme safe broac anc adorner Grea Highway | entereia
tanglec anc dangerou by-path Keepin¢ up with the news felt like turning my back on my own
parents the Buddha anc Bodhiattvas to run with a groug of passini stranger or brigands Perhap s
this reactior of beinc unfilial was the powe! of vows calling me back to my original intent anc true
mind. I've made¢ a vow to merge in substanc anc nature with the AVATAMSAKA SUTRA, anc to
protec anc propagat it for all living beings By studyin¢ worldly things instead | was abandonin my
vow anc the mair highway It's as if a Gooc Knowing Advisor inside saying

Say! You fellow, why are you taking this road” What rare skills dc you
have to dea with all that poison?

And poisor it was! Hen¢ Sure anc | suddenl founc ourselve talking abou rights anc wrongs of othel

people We neve did that before Now we were criticizing anc gossipin¢ abou scholars scientists,
politicians intellectuals cult leaders anc sc forth. One morning aftet one of these talks | felt grea.
shame seein¢how far | hac straye(from the Buddha' spirit. | felt a<if | hac broker precept anc losi

the privilege of wearin¢ a sash as if wakinc up anc finding the Way-plact vandalizec | nearly cried

anc got up immediatel anc went oui to bow to the Buddha anc Bodhisattvas vowing neve to do tha

again

Eact bit of worldly news thar come: to us would senc the mind reelingc dowr anothe by-patl on a
grea crusad to expos: the villain anc to save the world—like Don Quixote going to battle agains the
windmill. Only after the sails weni slack anc the energy was spen did | realize | hac beer way-laic
again | though to asl the Abbot's advice but eact time the questiol neve surfacec Yet the Abbot, as
if readin¢c my mind, on three or four separat occasions out-of-the-blue mentioner anc praiset|
stickinc to the AVATAMSAKA SUTRA, a Dharma-doc we begal with. He once saic point blank

"Too muclk Dharma worldly or ever transcendin is alsc a kind of greed | usecto reac a lot wher |
was young but now I don'i study sc much Mosiimportan is to get rid of all desire Basically that'
what all the teaching anc sutra: say Scit's said

Wher confusec ter thousan books are not enough



Wher enlightenec one word is toc much.’

But despit the Master" timely teaching the log-jan persistec shoulc | expant anc investigat::
worldly writings or stick to the Buddhadharme ?

Few days agc | hac a disturbin¢ drean where Hen¢ Sure anc | wandere: arounc the ground: of the

City of Ter Thousan Buddha: looking for the pure Dharma But the energ» al the City was all stirrec
up anc turbid. We walkec until we founc the source of the pollution. We came¢ upor a huge majestic:
statuc of a mar se atog a large marble block (like the Lenin statu¢ in Leningrac Square or like

Abrahan Lincoln in the Lincoln Monument) | reac the inscriptior anc was dismaye( anc shocked |

saic to Henc Sure "But this statuc is just a layman a commor worldly person And the words are
worldly words not those¢ of the Buddha Whai is a worldly persor doinc on this throne al the sagely
City!? There shoulc be statue of Buddha anc Bodhisattvas--¢ world-transcendin sage anc

worthies not statesmel emperors scholars anc grea benefactor: This is a sagel' City! How car
this be?'

Behinc the monumer was a lecture hall anc classroor where a worldly professa prepare to delivet
a lecture to the students He wore the robe: of a Sanghar but without a sash anc hac not shave: his
head The atmospherin

the classroor was ordinary anc common unlike the rarified anc light-filled atmospher of a Dharmz.
lecture 1 felt anc though thar the classroor professc anc his worldly teaching were out of orde at
the City. They shoulc have beer below the Dharma the Sanghe anc the Buddhas not above anc
supplantinithem

I awoke from the drean full of doubt: regarding my urge to get into touct with worldly news anc
studies Clearly just a half-dozer articles | hac reac hac taker me further away from the



Buddhadharrr into the depressin snar of worldly thinking. "Forsakin¢ the root for the branches "
Moreover | was becomin¢ embroilec in the personalitie anc faults of the authors--scholars,
journalists intellectual: who, althoug! brilliant, did not cultivate non-outflon wisdom Sc ever
thougt my relationshi| with therr was intellectua anc only througl printec words the defilemen anc
unwholesom influence was just as rea anc stronc a< if | hac gone baclk to lay-life. Asit's said

Draw nea rouge anc we becomi red:

Ruk agains the ink anc we becom:black

Wher we toucl browr we turn brown:;

Cominc into contac with yellow we becom: yellow.

Drawing nea to anc following gooc friends anc wholesom advisor: is the very first anc importan
cause conditior for gainin¢ All-Wisdom. Conversely by drawin¢ nea to evil advisor: we turn our
back: on the Buddha' will anc drift far from the Tatagatha house-holc Sc it say: in the
AVATAMSAKA SUTRA,

With bac advisor: forevei! left behind
From paths of evil one depart: for eternity
Soor to seethe Thus Come One'« limitless light,
Anc perfec Samantabhadra suprem vows
AVATAMSAK/ SUTR/
Universa Worthy's Conduc anc Vows
Chapte #4C

We enc up like the peopl¢ we associat with. Sc althougt | anr in a pure Way-plact anc dc not talk
with people | have beer hangin¢ out with bac advisor: in my mind by studying anc thinking abou all
this worldly trash- for sure a dens: thicket anc dangerou road

Yesterda the Abbot saic to a visitor abou us "They continue to practice three-steg one bow, anc
ther write in their journals if they feel inspired Most important they study the AVATAMSAKA
SUTRA. anc apply its principles to their cultivation.’

As | hearc thest words | felt ashamec knowing my bowinc anc study-gat hac narrowe( to where |
was bowing less anc less eact day. My memorizatiol anc transcriptior of the AVATAMSAKA
SUTRA hac collectec dust Wheneve | weni out to bow it was like a breatt of Spring¢ coming into a
stale attic or dingy cellar of the mind, anc studyin¢ the Sutre was like beinc catapulte from a rank
sewe to the summi of a snowy virgin mountain After porinc ovelr some article on the lates:
scientfic horrol or devian guru the fire would rise to my head forcing me to stog readin(¢ anc
thinking, anc go bow or sit in Ch'an I'd say to Hen¢ Sure "Too many words this stuff is draining
I'm burning¢ rubbe inside.' Bowing instantly clearec my over-heate brain anc douse! the fires. My
mind regainei clarity anc calmec dowr within only a few minute« of bowing or from a single passagz
of the Sutra

Then lasi night, aftel visiting the Abbot, | hac a dream In the drean | came upor a beggar He was a
drifter, dresse in tattere( clothes dirty, unshaver Everythin¢ in his life was neglecte anc
unattende excep for one thing: A smal notebook He sa on the ground ben ovet this smal
notebook totally absorbec Nothing else was importan to him excep the words on the pages He



recitec them mullec ovel them memorizei them pondere them The world passe by, the weathe -
anc seasor came anc went but he just sa there talking to himseli abou those¢ words on the paper.

Out of curiosity | drew nea him to se¢ whai he was sc engrosse in. It was the AVATAMSAKA
SUTRA! He was contemplatin a passag from the Flowel Treasur World chapte (Chapte 5). He
asket me abou its meanin¢ anc | responde instantly to the excitemer anc enthusiasr the Sutre.
awakene in me Togethe enjoyinc deef anc natura affinities, anc delighting in the gooc energ)
surroundini our meetin¢ anc the Sutra | was na longer aware¢ of the beggar' unkemp appearanc anc
dirtiness His hear was sc pure his inteni sc lofty thal by contras everythin¢ arounc him seeme i
dirty anc dull. As we discusse the passag a pure youtl walkec up anc joinec the discussior The
youtl was radiant bright yellow-gold He listenec intently anc ther got up to fetck a broom He
pointec to the grounc that was covere(with a brownish-reisawdus anc said "We shoulc swee| away
all thairec dust.’

| awoke anc remembere the words of the Abbot, "Most importan for cultivators is to not seel:
outside A lot of cultivators make this mistake anc searcl far anc wide looking for the Tac in heaver ,
bui the Tac is not in heaver It's right here unde your own feet Sc you wani to sweej clean And

althougt you swee| clean alsc know that basically there' not a thing, sc where car the dus

alight Jus don'thave sc many false thought: anc all the demon will disappear "

The drean lingerecin my thoughts After morning recitatior I weni to my roomr to meditate Before
sitting | decide« to study for a half-hour The first volume | happene to lift oul was the Flowel
Treasur World chapter just like the dream | openei a page al randon anc reac the text:

Chapte Five
The Flower Store Se: of Worlds
Par |

Ther | reac the Abbot's commentary,

"In investigatin( the Buddhadharm you mus' be patient It is mos importan noi to have attachmer t
to self, or to a view of self. You shoulc use your wisdorr to illumine the rea mark of all dharmas.
Once you da this you will certainly understan the Buddhadharm. If you use the ordinary humar,
mind, you will neve understan it. Those¢ wha study the Buddhadharn shouldn' just intellectualize:
it. "...All you neecto da is gel rid of humar desire: completely ther the heavenl principle will flow
forth anc manifes wisdom.' | realize( thar | hac beer impatient The whole point anc "trick" to
cultivatior is to hold the mind ever to a single conditior anc to deeply ente one gate until there's
penetratior Wher one connects they all connect But the close one gets to penetratin the black
lacque barrel the hottel the drill burns At this pointit's very eas to go dowr a side-patl to cool off
anc replace the pressure The slightes distractior or enticemer to quickly get over the humg car ruin
the whole smelt One though is all it take: to scatte one'« Way-karmi anc cut off the heavenl'’
principle It's just like atrain derailing -continue(nex issue:

MORE BUDDHIST TEXTS




NEWS FROM TRUE CULTIVATORS. Vol. 1 & 2

Thest two books beginnin¢ ar on-goin¢ series contair letters from Bhikshus Hen¢ Sure anc Henc
Chau written during their bowing pilgrimage anc addresse to the Venerabli Abbot anc the four-fold
assembl of disciple: ai the City of Ter Thousan Buddhas The true words container hereir car be a
sourct book for any one whao wants to learr to be a gooc person Eact volume is 144 page long.

Available August



