
The Bodhi Seal of the Patriarchs

THIRTY-SEVENTH GENERATIONAL DHYANA MASTER HSUAN
SU OF CRANE FOREST TEMPLE ON NYU TOU (OX HEAD)
MOUNTAIN

-translated by Bhikshunis Heng Ch'ih & Tao

The Master was from Yen Ling. His layname was Ma. He paid reverenceto Dhyana Master
Wei. After awakeningto his instructions,hewentto live at HaoLin (CraneForest)Monasteryin Chin
Kiang (ChingKo).

Onedaya butcherinvited him, to acceptanoffering at his home.The Masterwasdelightedto accept
the invitation. The assemblyexpressedsurprise.The Mastersaid, "The Buddhanatureis level and
equal.The worthy and the stupidare the same.Whenpeopleare readyto be takenacross,I quickly
takethemacross.How canI makedistinctions?"



A Sanghamembersasked,"What is theMind Comefrom theWest?"

TheMastersaid,"To understandis to not understand.To doubtis to not doubt."He continued,"There
wouldn't be any understandingwithout doubts;but if you arenot free of doubt,thenyou haven'tyet
understood."

AnotherSanghanknockedon theMaster'sdoor."Who'sthere?"theMasterasked.

"A Sanghan,"camethereply.

"Not to speakof aSanghan,evenif theBuddhacame,I wouldn'tbeattached."

"Why not?"heasked.

"There'sno placeto putyour anchor,"wastheMaster'sreply.

In theeleventhyearof theT'ien Pauperiod,theMastermanifestedstillness.His stupais at HuangHao
Shan(Yellow CraneMountain).His posthumoustitle is GreatDeportmentDhyanaMaster.His stupa
wasnamedGreatHarmoniousJeweledBoat.

A versein his praisesays:

TheBuddhanatureis level andequal,
Justasthesea'swateris a singleflavor.
Whenthebutcherputsdownhisknife,
Thethreeevil pathsareput to rest.
Whatis theintentin comingto theWest?
Onceyou understand,thenthere'sno moredoubt.
But if therehadn'tbeenanydoubt,you wouldneverhaveunderstood.
TheBuddhaswerethatway too.

Anotherversein his praisesays:

TheMa family hadason,theMasterHsuanSu.
A butcherpreparedavegetarianmealto makeofferingsto him.
Themultitudeswereastounded,"Strange,strange!"theycried.
But theBuddhanatureis equal,why makea fuss?
Sages and common people are temporarily different; you should

cultivategoodness.
Worthyanddeludedalike,shouldno longerbemuddled.
Trueprincipleof pastandpresent,originally is not two.
Do not mistakeacockroachfor a flea!
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FILIALITY: THE HUMAN SOURCE,Vol. 1 & 2.

Thesefirst two volumesin an on-goingseriescontainpassagesfrom variousSutratexts,shortpoems
and sayings,and completeSutra texts on the subjectof filial piety. In addition, accountsof filial
paragonsin ZhungKuo arerelatedin story-likeform, easyfor childrento understand.Illustratedwith
line drawings, woodcuts and photographs,these volumes are printed in large type suitable
for youngstersandelderlypeople. Thecontentis valuablefor peopleof all ages,for we mustall learn
to repayourparents'kindness.Eachvolumeis 128pageslong.


