The Bodhi Seal of the Patriarchs
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THIRTY-SEVENTH GENERATIONAL DHYANA MASTER HSUAN
SU OF CRANE FOREST TEMPLE ON NYU TOU (OX HEAD)
MOUNTAIN

-translated by Bhikshunis Heng Ch'ih & Tao

The Maste was from Yen Ling. His laynam¢ was Ma. He paic reverenc to Dhyan: Maste
Wei. After awakenin(to his instructions he weni to live at Hac Lin (Cran¢ Forest Monaster' in Chin
Kiang (Chinc Ko).

One day a butche invited him, to accep ar offering al his home The Maste was delighte( to accep!
the invitation. The assembl expresse surprise The Maste said "The Buddhe nature is level anc

equal The worthy anc the stupic are the same Wher peopl¢ are ready to be taker across | quickly

take themr across How car | make distinctions?'



A Sangh member asked "What is the Mind Come from the West?'

The Maste said "To understan is to not understant To doub' is to not doubt.' He continued "There
wouldn' be any understandin without doubts but if you are not free of doubt ther you haven' yet
understood "

Anothel Sangha knockec on the Master': door "Who's there? the Maste asked.
"A Sanghan camethe reply.

"Not to speal of a Sanghar ever if the Buddh: came | wouldn'i be attached. '
"Why not?' he askec.

"There'«na place to put your anchor, was the Master': reply.

In the eleventl yeal of the T'ien Pat period the Maste manifeste stillness His stupz is at Huan¢ Hac
Shar (Yellow Cran¢ Mountain) His posthumou title is Grea Deportmer Dhyan: Master His stups.
was name(Grea Harmoniou Jewelei Boat

A versein his praise says

The Buddhe natureis level anc equal

Jus asthe sea’ watel s a single flavor.

Wher the butche puts dowr his knife,

The three evil path: are put to rest

Whati is the intentin coming to the West’

Once you understanc ther there':nc more doubt

But if there hadn' beer any doubt you would neve have understooc
The Buddha were thai way too.

Anothelversein his praise says

The Ma family hac a son the Maste Hsuar Su

A butche prepare a vegetaria mea to make offerings to him.

The multitudes were astoundec "Strange strange! they cried

But the Buddhe natureis equal why make a fuss’

Sage anc commor people are temporarily different. you shoulc
cultivate goodnes: .

Worthy anc deludec alike, shoulc no longel be muddled

True principle of pas anc presen originally is not two.

Do not mistake a cockroacl! for a fleal!



BUDDHIST TEXT TRANSLATION SOCIETY

FILIALITY: THE HUMAN SOURCE Vol. 1 & 2.

Thest first two volume:s in ar on-going serie: contair passage from various Sutre texts shor poem:;
anc sayings anc complete Sutre texts on the subjec of filial piety. In addition account of filial
paragon in Zhung Kuo are relatec in story-like form, eas) for childrer to understanc Illustratec with
line drawings woodcut: anc photograph: thest volumes are printec in large type suitable:
for youngster anc elderly people The conten is valuabl¢ for people¢ of all ages for we mus all learr
to repay our parents kindness Eact volume is 12€ page: long.



