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Lung Ch'an¢ (Glorious Flourishing Monaster on Pac Hua
(Preciou Flower) Mountain #94

After bowinc at Chiu Hug mountain the Maste crosse the river to Lung Ch'an¢ monaster on
Pac Hue mountain This Bodhimand. is knowr for its strict maintenanc of the mora precepts
anc sc people call it the "old Vinaye hall." Pac Hue mountair is a mos honorabli place to
receive the complete precept of a Bhikshu Therefor¢ many of the new preceptee in the natior
assemble there eact time the precept were to be transmittec The Maste bowec to the Abbot,
the VenerabliMaste Shen¢Hsing (Sagel Nature wha invited him to spentNew Year: there

The Gathe says

The othel name of Pac Hua temple is the Old Vinaye Hall.

In sila anc pure practicesi it is far anc away the leader

A powerfu vajra brightnes emanate from within;

It's wonderfully adornecwith endles layers of banner: anc jewelec netting

The Essentials of Investigating Ch'an

-selected from the writings of Ming Dynasty Great
Master Han Shan (" Silly Mountain" )

translated by Bhikshuni Heng Tao
edited by Bhikshuni Heng Ch'ih

The Buddha anc Patriarch all told you to investigat: within yourself not to seel from the vain
verbalization of others Of those whao investigatt Ch'ar in this age everyon: say: thal they
watcl the hue t'ou (meditatior topic) anc bring forth a feeling of doubt but they don' know to
drill to the very roots sc they get caugh in pursuin¢ the meditatior topic. Back anc forth they
seek anc then shoulc a minor state appeal they claim that they have becom: enlightenec.
Instantaneous they uttei verse anc proffer their odes considerin(thest to be rare commodities,
thinking they have som¢ rea attainmen Devoic of prope knowledge they fall into the net of
false thinking anc of devian knowledg¢ anc views Aren'lt those whao investigati Ch'ar like this
just blinding the eye« of all those who will come in the future”

There are youths of today wha haven' ever manage to sit still on the Ch'ar mat anc yel whao
claim they have becom: enlightene to the Way. Blabberin¢ nonsens: they toy with their
ghostly intelligence takinc thai as Ch'ar banter And wher inane gibberist pops up in theit



minds they think they are composini odes which rival the ancients Those things are product: of
their false thinking. They have neve ever dreame of the ancients If enlightenmer were as
eas) as people nowaday take it to be ther whai of the ancient with their uncompromisin )
discipline” Maste Chan¢ Ch'inc wore oul sevel Ch'ar mats anc Maste Chac Chot
concentrate his mind, allowing for na distraction for upward: of thirty years Wouldn" those:
Master: seen to be endowe: with extremel dull anc obtus« natures It would seen they are not
ever up to carrying¢ the straw sandal of thest moderr day people Ah, thos¢ wha suffer from
overweenin pride claiming they have attainecwhat they haven' attained are peopl¢ to be very
wary of.



