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FIVE HUNDREDDISCIPLESRECEIVEPREDICTIONS
Chapter8

AT THAT TIME, PURNAMAITREYANIPUTRA HAD HEARD ABOUT WISDOM AND
THE EXPEDIENTS FROM THE BUDDHA WHO SPEAKS OF DHARMA IN ACCORD
WITH WHAT IS APPROPRIATE. HE HAD HEARD ALL THE GREAT DISCIPLES
RECEIVEPREDICTIONSOF ANUTTARASAMYAKSAMBODHI. ALSO HE HAD HEARD
OF THE MATTERS OF CAUSES AND CONDITIONS OF PREVIOUS LIVES.
FURTHERMORE,HE HAD HEARD OF THE BUDDHA'S GREAT COMFORT AND THE
POWER OF HIS SPIRITUAL PENETRATIONS. UPON HEARING ALL THIS HE
OBTAINED WHAT HE HAD NEVER HAD BEFORE.HIS MIND WAS PURIFIEDAND HE
REJOICED.

COMMENTARY:

AT THAT TIME,PURNAMAITREYANIPUTRA, whose name means"son of fullness and
compassion,"HEARD ABOUT WISDOM AND THE EXPEDIENTSFROM THE BUDDHA.
In the presenceof the Buddha,the VenerablePurna heardthe Dharma-doorof wisdom and
expedientsfrom the World HonoredOne,WHO SPEAKSOF DHARMA IN ACCORD WITH
WHAT IS APPROPRIATE.In accordwith thepotentialsof living beingstheBuddhaspeaksall
the provisional dharmas.HE HAD HEARD ALL THE GREAT DISCIPLES RECEIVE
PREDICTIONSOF ANUTTARASAMYAKSAMBODHI, the unsurpassedProperand Equal,
Right Enlightenment.ALSO, HE HAD HEARD OF THE MATTERS OF CAUSES AND
CONDITIONSOF PREVIOUSLIVES. He hadlistenedto thecausesandconditionsconcerning
the past lives of the BuddhaGreat-Penetrating-Wisdom-Victory.FURTHERMORE,HE HAD
HEARD OF THE BUDDHA'S GREAT COMFORTAND THE POWEROF HIS SPIRITUAL
PENETRATIONS. All the Buddhashave the ability to use spiritual penetrationsin incon-
ceivablywonderfulways. UPONHEARING ALL THIS, HE OBTAINED WHAT HE NEVER
HAD BEFORE.He had neverheardsucha wonderful Dharma.HIS MIND WAS PURIFIED
AND HE REJOICED.His mind becamepureandhewassohappyhejumpedfor joy. He wanted
to sit still, but hejust couldn'tcontainhimself,sogreatwashis gratitude.

SUTRA:

THEREUPON, HE ROSE FROM HIS SEAT, BOWED WITH HIS HEAD AT THE
BUDDHA'S FEET,AND WITHDREW TO ONE SIDE, GAZING UNBLINKINGLY AT THE
HONORED ONE'SCOUNTENANCE.



COMMENTARY:

THEREUPON, HE ROSE FROM HIS SEAT, and BOWED WITH HIS HEAD AT THE
BUDDHA'S FEET. He was pureand rejoicing and filled with anticipation.He may evenhave
reflectedhis awesomedemeanora bit sohewent quickly beforetheBuddhato makeobeisance.
ThenhecalmedhimselfdownandWITHDREW TO ONE SIDE, to bemorerespectful.Therehe
stood, GAZING UP UNBLINKINGLY AT THE HONORED ONE'S COUNTENANCE. He
lookedup at theBuddha,theWorld HonoredOne,anddidn't turn his gazeaway.It wasasif he
hadenteredsamadhi.

SUTRA:

HE THEN THOUGHT, "THE WORLD HONORED ONE IS UNIQUE. HIS DEEDS ARE
RARE. HE ACCORDS WITH ALL THE VARIOUS DISPOSITIONSOF BEINGS IN THE
WORLD. EMPLOYING EXPEDIENT DEVICES WITH KNOWLEDGE AND VISION, HE
SPEAKS THE DHARMA FOR THEM, RELEASING THEM FROM VARIOUS TYPES OF
GREED AND ATTACHMENT. WE COULD NEVER FULLY EXPRESSIN WORDS THE
MERIT AND VIRTUE OF THE BUDDHA. ONLY THE BUDDHA, THE WORLD
HONORED ONE,CAN KNOW OUR DEEPESTTHOUGHTSAND PASTVOWS.

COMMENTARY:

His eyesmay not have beenmoving, but his mind was striking up somefalse thinking. HE
THEN THOUGHT, "THE WORLD HONORED ONE IS UNIQUE. The Buddhais extremely
great,specialbeyondcompare.HIS DEEDSARE RARE. He doeswhat no oneelsecando. He
carries out his every action to perfection. HE ACCORDS WITH ALL THE VARIOUS
DISPOSITIONSOF BEINGSIN THE WORLD, finding waysto complywith all their different
temperaments.EMPLOYING EXPEDIENT DEVICES WITH KNOWLEDGE AND VISION,
HE SPEAKSTHE DHARMA FOR THEM, RELEASING THEM FROM VARIOUS TYPES
OF GREED AND ATTACHMENT. He is skillful in helping beings get rid of all their
attachments,regardlessof what they may be, wealth,sex, fame, food, or sleep,forms, sounds,
smells,tastes,or objectsof touch.

WE COULD NEVER FULLY EXPRESSIN WORDS THE MERIT AND VIRTUE OF THE
BUDDHA. When it comesto the Buddha,we can't describehis virtue and wisdom in words.
ONLY THE BUDDHA, THE WORLD HONORED ONE, CAN KNOW OUR DEEPEST
THOUGHTS AND PAST VOWS. The Buddhaknows all the thoughtsin our minds and the
vows we madein the pastunderall their different circumstances.We don't know ourselves,but
the Buddhaknowsthesethingsaboutus.The Buddhaknowsall the causesandconditionsfrom
pastandpresentlifetimes.

SUTRA:



AT THAT TIME, THE BUDDHA TOLD THE BHIKSHUS, "DO YOU NOTICE HOW I
CONSTANTLY PRAISE PURNAMAITREYANIPUTRA AS BEING FOREMOST OF
THOSE WHO SPEAK THE DHARMA. I EXTOL HIS VARIOUS MERITORIOUS
QUALITIES AND HIS VIGOROUS AND DILIGENT SUPPORT IN HELPING TO
PROCLAIM MY DHARMA. IN THE MIDST OF THE FOUR-FOLD ASSEMBLY, HE CAN
DEMONSTRATE THE TEACHING TO THE DELIGHT AND ADVANTAGE OF ALL. HE
PERFECTLY INTERPRETS THE PROPER DHARMA OF THE BUDDHA, GREATLY
BENEFITTING HIS FELLOW PRACTITIONERSOF PURECONDUCT. EXCEPTFORTHE
THUS COME ONE, NO ONE CAN FULLY APPRECIATE HIS ELOQUENCE IN
DISCUSSION."

COMMENTARY:

AT THAT TIME, THE BUDDHA TOLD THE BHIKSHUS, "DO YOU NOTICE HOW I
CONSTANTLY PRAISE PURNAMAITREYANIPUTRA AS BEING FOREMOST OF
THOSE WHO SPEAK THE DHARMA. Do you seethis SoundHearerdisciple?In previous
lives, hemadegreatvowsto help theBuddhapropagatetheBuddhadharma.I alwayspraisehim
in the great assemblyas being the best at speakingDharma." So the Buddha also had his
disciplestake turns in speakingthe Dharma.Doesn'tthe SHURANGAMA SUTRA speakof the
Four Great Disciples turning the Dharmawheel? That just meanstaking turns speakingthe
Dharma.The Buddhadidn't necessarilyspeakthe Dharmaeveryday.The Buddha'sintentionin
praisingthe VenerablePurnawasto encouragehis disciplesto be morevigorous.Noneof them
wantedto betheworstspeaker,andthebestspeakerwould work harder.By thetime theBuddha
wentto Nirvana,all of his disciplescouldspeaktheDharmaandturn theGreatDharmaWheel.

Now, I'm no Buddha,but I want to copy this Dharmaof theBuddha,andso frankly, I'll tell you
what I know, but I couldnevertell you all I know. There'sno endto that,andthere'snot enough
time. So, when you lecture, you don't have to think, "Well, the Master didn't explain
that." There'sa lot of things I don't explain! It's up to you to investigatethesethings in more
detail,andexpandyour knowledge.Takecareto keepwithin thescopeof theSutra'sprinciples,
however.

Anyway, Shakyamuni Buddha always praised Venerable Purnamaitreyaniputraas being
foremostin lecturing the Dharma.He spokethe Dharmamost miraculously.The gods like to
hear him speak the Dharma. The hungry ghosts like to hear it too. Animals enjoyed his
discourses,andtheasuras,hearinghim, would immediatelyquit fighting. Theywould strikeup a
truceandgo heartheDharma.TheArhatsandtheBodhisattvasalsolike to hearhim. So,among
thosewho spoketheDharma,Purnamaitreyaniputrawasforemost,unsurpassed.

"I EXTOL HIS VARIOUS MERITORIOUS QUALITIES. I alwayspraisethe deedshe did in
previouslives whenhemadeofferingsto all Buddhas,andto theTriple Jewel,therebynurturing
variousmeritoriousqualities.

I laud HIS VIGOROUS AND DILIGENT SUPPORTIN HELPING TO PROCLAIM MY
DHARMA. He is energeticin helpingmeto spreadtheBuddhadharma.



"IN THE MIDST OF THE FOUR-FOLD ASSEMBLY, HE CAN DEMONSTRATE THE
TEACHING TO THE DELIGHT AND ADVANTAGE OF ALL. Amidst the Bhikshus,
Bhikshunis,Upasakasand Upasikas,he can demonstratethe methodologiesof the Buddha-
dharma.His delightedlistenersgainagreatbenefit.

"HE PERFECTLY INTERPRETS THE PROPER DHARMA OF THE BUDDHA. His
knowledgeandviews are the sameas the Buddha's.That is why he can interpretthe Buddha's
properDharma.

"By his speechhegreatlybenefitsHIS FELLOW PRACTITIONERSOF PURECONDUCT.He
helpsall thosewho cultivatetheBodhisattvaPath,pureBrahmaconduct.

"EXCEPT FOR THE THUS COME ONE, the Buddha,NO ONE CAN FULLY APPRECIATE
HIS ELOQUENCE IN DISCUSSION. The Bodhisattvas,Sound Hearers,and Conditioned
EnlightenedOnescannotout-debatetheeloquentGreatBhikshuPurnamaitreyaniputra."
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