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FIVE HUNDRED DISCIPLES RECEIVE PREDICTIONS
Chapte 8

AT THAT TIME, PURNAMAITREYANIPUTRA HAD HEARD ABOUT WISDOM AND
THE EXPEDIENTS FROM THE BUDDHA WHO SPEAKS OF DHARMA IN ACCORLC
WITH WHAT IS APPROPRIATE HE HAD HEARD ALL THE GREAT DISCIPLES
RECEIVE PREDICTIONS OF ANUTTARASAMYAKSAMBODHI. ALSO HE HAD HEARD
OF THE MATTERS OF CAUSES AND CONDITIONS OF PREVIOUS LIVES.
FURTHERMORE HE HAD HEARD OF THE BUDDHA'S GREAT COMFORT AND THE
POWEF OF HIS SPIRITUAL PENETRATIONS UPON HEARING ALL THIS HE
OBTAINED WHAT HE HAD NEVER HAD BEFORE HIS MIND WAS PURIFIEC AND HE
REJOICED.

COMMENTARY:

AT THAT TIME,PURNAMAITREYANIPUTRA, whos¢ nam¢ mean "sor of fullness anc

compassion HEARD ABOUT WISDOM AND THE EXPEDIENTS FROM THE BUDDHA.

In the presenc of the Buddha the Venerabl Purna hearc the Dharma-doc of wisdon anc

expedient from the World Honorec One WHO SPEAKS OF DHARMA IN ACCORLC WITH

WHAT IS APPROPRIATE In accorc with the potential: of living beings the Buddhi speak all

the provisiona dharmas HE HAD HEARD ALL THE GREAT DISCIPLES RECEIVE

PREDICTIONS OF ANUTTARASAMYAKSAMBODHI, the unsurpasse Prope anc Equal

Right Enlightenmen ALSO, HE HAD HEARD OF THE MATTERS OF CAUSES AND

CONDITIONS OF PREVIOUS LIVES. He hac listenec to the cause anc conditions concerninij
the pas lives of the Buddhe Great-Penetrating-Wisdom-Victo FURTHERMORE HE HAD

HEARD OF THE BUDDHA'S GREAT COMFORT AND THE POWEF OF HIS SPIRITUAL

PENETRATIONS All the Buddha have the ability to use spiritua penetration in incor-

ceivably wonderfu ways UPON HEARING ALL THIS, HE OBTAINED WHAT HE NEVER

HAD BEFORE He hac neve hearc suct a wonderfu Dharma HIS MIND WAS PURIFIEC

AND HE REJOICED His mind becam pure anc he was sc happy he jumpec for joy. He wantec
to sit still, but he just couldn" contair himself sc grea was his gratitude.

SUTRA:

THEREUPON HE ROSE FROM HIS SEAT, BOWED WITH HIS HEAD AT THE
BUDDHA'S FEET AND WITHDREW TO ONE SIDE, GAZING UNBLINKINGLY AT THE
HONORED ONE'S COUNTENANCE



COMMENTARY:

THEREUPON HE ROSE FROM HIS SEAT, anc BOWED WITH HIS HEAD AT THE
BUDDHA'S FEET He was pure anc rejoicing anc filled with anticipation He may ever have
reflectec his awesom demeanc a bit sc he weni quickly before the Buddhi to make obeisance:..
Ther he calmechimsel dowr anc WITHDREW TO ONE SIDE, to be more respectful There he
stood GAZING UP UNBLINKINGLY AT THE HONOREL ONE'S COUNTENANCE He
lookec up ai the Buddha the World Honorec One anc didn't turn his gaze away It was as if he
hac enterersamadh .

SUTRA:

HE THEN THOUGHT, "THE WORLD HONORED ONE IS UNIQUE. HIS DEEDS ARE
RARE. HE ACCORDS WITH ALL THE VARIOUS DISPOSITIONS OF BEINGSE IN THE
WORLD. EMPLOYING EXPEDIENT DEVICES WITH KNOWLEDGE AND VISION, HE
SPEAKS THE DHARMA FOR THEM, RELEASINC THEM FROM VARIOUS TYPES OF
GREED AND ATTACHMENT. WE COULD NEVER FULLY EXPRES!IN WORDS THE
MERIT AND VIRTUE OF THE BUDDHA. ONLY THE BUDDHA, THE WORLD
HONORED ONE, CAN KNOW OUR DEEPES THOUGHTS AND PASTVOWS.

COMMENTARY:

His eye: may noi have beer moving but his mind was striking up some false thinking. HE

THEN THOUGHT, "THE WORLD HONOREL ONE IS UNIQUE. The Buddhe is extremel\’
great specia beyonc compare HIS DEEDS ARE RARE. He doe: what nc one else car do. He

carries oul his every actior to perfection HE ACCORDS WITH ALL THE VARIOUS

DISPOSITIONS OF BEINGS IN THE WORLD, finding ways to comply with all their different

temperament EMPLOYING EXPEDIENT DEVICES WITH KNOWLEDGE AND VISION,

HE SPEAKS THE DHARMA FOR THEM, RELEASING THEM FROM VARIOUS TYPES

OF GREELC AND ATTACHMENT. He is skillful in helpin¢ being: get rid of all their

attachment: regardles of what they may be wealth sex fame food, or sleep forms sounds,
smells tastes or object: of touch

WE COULD NEVER FULLY EXPRES!IN WORDS THE MERIT AND VIRTUE OF THE
BUDDHA. Wher it come: to the Buddha we can" describi his virtue anc wisdorr in words
ONLY THE BUDDHA, THE WORLD HONOREL ONE, CAN KNOW OUR DEEPES™
THOUGHTS AND PAST VOWS. The Buddhi knows all the thought: in our minds anc the
vows we made in the pas unde all their different circumstance We don't know ourselves bult
the Buddhe knows thest things abou us The Buddhi knows all the cause anc conditions from
pas anc preser lifetimes

SUTRA:



AT THAT TIME, THE BUDDHA TOLD THE BHIKSHUS, "DO YOU NOTICE HOW |
CONSTANTLY PRAISE PURNAMAITREYANIPUTRA AS BEING FOREMOST OF
THOSE WHO SPEAK THE DHARMA. | EXTOL HIS VARIOUS MERITORIOUS
QUALITIES AND HIS VIGOROUS AND DILIGENT SUPPOR’ IN HELPING TO
PROCLAIM MY DHARMA. IN THE MIDST OF THE FOUR-FOLD ASSEMBLY, HE CAN
DEMONSTRATE THE TEACHING TO THE DELIGHT AND ADVANTAGE OF ALL. HE
PERFECTLY INTERPRET¢ THE PROPEF DHARMA OF THE BUDDHA, GREATLY
BENEFITTING HIS FELLOW PRACTITIONERS OF PURE CONDUCT. EXCEPTFOR THE
THUS COME ONE, NO ONE CAN FULLY APPRECIATE HIS ELOQUENCE IN
DISCUSSION.

COMMENTARY:

AT THAT TIME, THE BUDDHA TOLD THE BHIKSHUS, "DO YOU NOTICE HOW I

CONSTANTLY PRAISE PURNAMAITREYANIPUTRA AS BEING FOREMOST OF
THOSE WHO SPEAK THE DHARMA. Do you se¢ this Sounc Heare disciple’ In previous;
lives, he mad¢ grea vows to helg the Buddhi propagat the Buddhadharm: | always prais¢ him
in the grea assembl as< bein¢ the bes at speakini Dharma. Sc the Buddhe alsc hac his
disciples take turns in speakini the Dharma Doesn' the SHURANGAMA SUTRA speal of the
Four Grea Disciples turning the Dharm: wheel” That just mean: takinc turns speakini the
Dharma The Buddhz didn't necessaril speal the Dharm: every day The Buddha' intentior in

praisin¢ the Venerabli Purni was to encourag his disciple: to be more vigorous None of therr
wantec to be the worsi speakel anc the bes speake would work harder By the time the Buddhz.
weni to Nirvana all of his disciples coulc speal the Dharme anc turn the Grea Dharm: Wheel

Now, I'm no Buddha but | want to copy this Dharm: of the Buddha anc sc frankly, I'll tell you
whai | know, but | coulc neve tell you all I know. There" nc enc to that anc there' not enougl
time. So wher you lecture you don' have to think, "Well, the Maste didn1 explair
that." There" a lot of things | don' explain! It's up to you to investigat: thest things in more
detail anc expan«your knowledge Take care to keef within the scopt of the Sutra' principles
however.

Anyway, Shakyamur Buddhe always praisec Venerabl Purnamaitreyaniput as being
foremos in lecturin¢ the Dharma He spoke the Dharm: mos miraculously The gods like to
hea him speal the Dharma The hungry ghost: like to hea it too. Animals enjoyec his
discourset anc the asuras hearin¢ him, would immediatel quit fighting. They would strike up a
truce anc go hea the Dharma The Arhats anc the Bodhisattva alsc like to hea him. So among
those¢ wha spoke the Dharma Purnamaitreyaniput was foremost unsurpasse 1.

"I EXTOL HIS VARIOUS MERITORIOUS QUALITIES. | always prais¢ the deed he did in
previous lives wher he made offerings to all Buddhas anc to the Triple Jewel thereby nurturing
various meritorious qualities

| lauc HIS VIGOROUS AND DILIGENT SUPPOR’ IN HELPING TO PROCLAIM MY
DHARMA. He is energeti in helpin¢ me to sprearthe Buddhadharmiu.



"IN THE MIDST OF THE FOUR-FOLC ASSEMBLY, HE CAN DEMONSTRATE THE
TEACHING TO THE DELIGHT AND ADVANTAGE OF ALL. Amidsi the Bhikshus,
Bhikshunis Upasaka anc Upasikas he car demonstral the methodologie of the Buddha-
dharme His delightec listener: gair a grea benefit

"HE PERFECTLY INTERPRET! THE PROPEF DHARMA OF THE BUDDHA. His

knowledgt anc views are the same as the Buddha's Thal is why he car interpre the Buddha';
prope Dharma.

"By his speec he greatly benefitc HIS FELLOW PRACTITIONERS OF PURE CONDUCT He
helps all thos¢ wha cultivate the Bodhisattvi Path pure Brahm: conduct.

"EXCEPT FOR THE THUS COME ONE, the Buddha NO ONE CAN FULLY APPRECIATE
HIS ELOQUENCE IN DISCUSSION The Bodhisattvas Sounc Hearers anc Conditioned|
Enlightener Ones canno out-debat the eloquen Grea Bhiksht Purnamaitreyaniputr "
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Describe the universewe live in, including ar explanatiol of principles pertaining to the coming
into beinc of worlds the wind wheels that upholc them their orbits mutua attraction anc
detailec description of the worlds locatec on the twentiett tier of the lotus thai forms the basi:
of our cosmic structure $8.50 AVAILABLE NOW.



