The Bodhi Seal of the Patriarchs

Ta Chu Hui Hai (Great Pearl Wisdom Sea)

The Maste was from Chier Province His family name¢ was Chu He went to Ta Yun
(Grea Cloud’ Temple in Yuel Province anc receive( ordinatior from High Maste Chih
(Wisdom)

Wher he first visitec Patriarcl Ma, the Patriarcl saic to him, "What have you come for?"
He answerec "l have come to seel the Buddhadharma "

The Patriarct said "I don' have a single thing here you car seel that's the
Buddhadharm: If one is negligen with the treasur trove of one'«own householc what's

~n

the usein runninc arounc frenziecin other'shouses?
The Maste asked "Whal is Hui Hai's treasur trove?'

The Patriarcl answerec "That which you're askin¢ me abou is your own treasur trove
It is replete with everything Why seel outside?



At those words the Maste understoo his original mind, jumpec for joy, anc bowec in
gratitude He serve( the Patriarcl for six years anc later since his own teache was
approachin old age the Maste took his leave anc returnec to attenc upor his first
teachel He compose "The Essentials of Awakening and Entering the Way" in one roll.
Wher Patriarcl Ma reac it, he told his assembly "In Yuel Province there is a Grea Pear
thai shine: perfectly anc with masten in the midsi of the assembl there.' Knowing the
Master" surnam was Chu (which rhymes with "Pearl”) those¢ wha sough refuge in him
callec him High Maste Ta Chu (Grea Pearl) A versein his praise says

The treasur trove hac long beer buriec

But he forsool his home anc went outside to seel for it.
Meetinc a mar whc pointecit out,

He realizec it was somethini he hac always had
lllumining its functior without bounds,

Dragon: murmui anc lions roar

Enterin¢ the Way without a door

The Maste smashe in througt the window.



