
The Bodhi Seal of the Patriarchs

Thirty-sixth Generational Ch'an Master
Ta Chu Hui Hai (Great Pearl Wisdom Sea)

The Masterwas from Chien Province.His family namewas Chu. He went to Ta Yun
(GreatCloud)Templein YuehProvinceandreceivedordinationfrom High MasterChih
(Wisdom).

Whenhefirst visitedPatriarchMa, thePatriarchsaidto him, "Whathaveyou comefor?"

Heanswered,"I havecometo seektheBuddhadharma."

The Patriarch said, "I don't have a single thing here you can seek that's the
Buddhadharma.If oneis negligentwith thetreasuretroveof one'sown household,what's
theusein runningaroundfrenziedin other'shouses?"

TheMasterasked,"What is Hui Hai'streasuretrove?"

The Patriarchanswered,"That which you'reaskingme aboutis your own treasuretrove.
It is repletewith everything.Why seekoutside?"



At thosewords,the Masterunderstoodhis original mind, jumpedfor joy, andbowedin
gratitude.He servedthe Patriarchfor six yearsand later, since his own teacherwas
approachingold age, the Master took his leave and returnedto attendupon his first
teacher.He composed"The Essentials of Awakening and Entering the Way" in oneroll.
WhenPatriarchMa readit, hetold his assembly,"In YuehProvincethereis a GreatPearl
that shinesperfectlyandwith masteryin the midst of the assemblythere."Knowing the
Master'ssurnamewasChu(which rhymeswith "Pearl"), thosewho soughtrefugein him
calledhim High MasterTaChu(GreatPearl).A versein his praisesays:

Thetreasuretrovehadlongbeenburied
But heforsookhis homeandwentoutsideto seekfor it.
Meetinga manwho pointedit out,
He realizedit wassomethinghehadalwayshad.
Illumining its functionwithoutbounds,
Dragonsmurmurandlions roar.
EnteringtheWay without adoor,
TheMastersmashedin throughthewindow.


