Sansb{ft Lesson  review
ly Bhikshuni chj Hsien

In Sanskrit each vowel counts for one syllaBle, &nd t
surrounding consonants 'adorn' that vowel. The letter

5 is given as the syllable H sa. If you want te
write just s alone, you must add another mark: q .
The , after any consonant tells you not to say the a
vowel you would normally pronounce. To write sa “uﬂ
or any conscnant plus a, you just write the letter and
don‘t nead to write in the vewel a , because the vowel
a is a natural part of the pronunciation of each cofn=
sonant. But if the vowel is other than a, you add a
small sign which represents that vowel.

In the alphabet, the fourteen Sanskrit vowels are
written as full letters. Those large forms are only
used when you write the letters by themselves, or when
you write a word which begins with a vowel. Otherwise,
after any consonant, you use the shortened forms sho

below:
(under- a | 3 S a = ai
stood) o
G e 6 i o n
» 2 a2 le,ai, 9, au, are all long
i r t I sounds. )
& B » shows no vowel follows.

Here is how you write the letter % ka with these

various signs:
P ke

®H ka Pl kai

b o T HY ke kau

b ;gﬁ Note that @ 1is 1:35
kr TEE ke; is ai but kal

2EES &

-
re added to any Sanskrit consonant.
to be econtinued
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