Sanskrit Lesson
by Bhikshuni Heng Hsien

REVIEW OF VOWEL SOUNDS

H a 33
a 3 1 is the
3- ‘ {- first let=
| * ter of the
alphabet,
- pronounced
3 u u / like the
'a' at the
- end of Buddha. This
r t '‘a' sound is consid-
’ —
ered the basic one
l from which the athe
E;E . { I # ers come, .and - in
= fact, when _people
E e Il make a 'neutral’
1 sik sound with no special
.ﬁ Fﬂ m meaning and no spec-
cial muscular effort
o m J they end up saying'
'a'. Any consonant in Sanskrit is understood to be Pro=-
nounced with a following 'a' unless some other mark is
added. For example, our k is always read
'ka'; this is a syl- lable and not just a
lettear, You f£ind a Syllable every time
a vowel appears, and the surrounding con-
sonants are just marks or adernmentsl
of that wvowel. A syllable in Sanskrit
is called an akagarm, an 'imperishable', something that
does not decay. "Ah!" you say, "because it's 'put to=
gether' from these akgara is another reason it's called
2
Notes: e

‘vyaKiana 'conscnant' is the same word used for the
Buddha's 80 minor characteristics.

2Samskrtam, which is Sanskirt for 'Sanskrit'. See
1ea§an'¥1, VBS #21. It also means '‘perfect or 'comp lete'.

Test your wisdom (and attention to this lesson) on the
Sanskrit sentence written in twe alphabets here below:

| TR FEEAN |

Samrlq:tird’

Budd i



