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Becaus our Way karme is not solid, we rise anc fall;

Within the four sea: we find no peacefu counry;

Througlout the nine state: there's no paradise wherein to enirusi our
SOrrows

Hu Ta Chuar put it well in his long poen FANTASIA. From beginningles time living
being: have engage in lust, jealousy mutua harming thievinc anc devian views And
becaus they lack resolve for the Way, they are borne alon¢ by the raging torren of
desire anc snagge by the nei of karma

Wher a delegatiol from SABA, DRBU wen' to Soutt Eas Asia in Decembe of 1981 on
a lecture tour, thousand of devotee in Malaysia Singapore anc Hong Kong came anc
sough audienc with the Venerabli Abbot. Most of thest peopl¢ were ridder with weird
disease that defiec standar cure: or remedies Hence they came to repen anc to ask for
relief from their heavy karmic obstruction.

In Asia a certair laywomar came ofter to draw nea to the delegatior She was from ar
afflueni family, but her gooc fortune was marrec by the fact thai in recen year: she hac
develope a cys! in hel uterus The doctors diagnose it as non-malignan nonetheles s,
the cysi continue( to grow until her uterus swellec to three time its norma size Rathe-
thar facing ar operatior which seeme imminent she brough forth true faith anc in May,
198z came to The City of Ter Thousan Buddha anc aske( the Venerabl Abbot for
help

Wheneve living beinc contrac ill nesse suct as cancer malignan cysts carbuncle anc
the like, those are the times wher their karmic obstacle come to collect on loans long
overdue The locatior of the illnes: is ofter directly relatec to the karme thail brough it
on in the first place Since the cyst develope: in the uterus by deductioi it follows that
the deed thai contribute( to the abnormality hac to do with thai part of the body In
investigatinchel pas conditions it was discovere thai in hel pas life, as a dowage of a
wealthy gentry family, this womar had out of jealous) anc scheming oppresse younge
womer in the family into abortin¢ during their pregnancie: Thus many younc lives were
robbec of a chanct to be born Thes¢ babie: diec in their mother: wombs bul their
ghost: clamore« for repaymen Of all poisons the poisor of hatrec anc jealous! is the
mos lethal For this reasol the Bodhisattva regarc hatrec as they would a snake,
scorpion or wild beasti anc will avoic it all cost The AVATAMSAKA SUTRA puts it
well:



They entel into the net of thirsty love anc course in the densi fores of flattery anc
deceit unable to extricate themselve Their minds are conjoinec with stingines anc
jealousy whick they neve abandon They constantl create the causa
condition: for undergoin¢ birth in the destinies With greed hatred anc stupidity
they accumulat all kinds of karma whicl day anc nighi increase anc grows With
the wind of resentmer they fan the fire of mind-consciousnes whost blaze neve
cease: All of the karme they create is conjoinec with inversion...

Whai doe: the Bodhisattvi dc ai this point~

He immediatel brings forth wisdon of greai compassio anc make the
following reflections "All thest living beings | shoulc rescu¢ anc save anc se'in the
place of ultimate peact anc joy." Therefore he immediatel brings forth bright
wisdon of greai kindness..
-FIRST GROUNLC OF HAPPINESS,
AVATAMSAKA SUTRA-

The Abbol instructe( the laywomar with gentle butl profounc truths "The cyst came:
abou as a resul of evil karme creater in the past Now, as condition: ripen a hos of

devian influence: have convergec materializing¢ as a cyst You shoulc know thai

disease suct as cance are irrefutable evidenc: of the workings of caus: anc effect!

Moderr medicine use: the mos progressiv surgen to counte cance anc tumors anc it

is true thai karmic obstacle are somewhe intimidatec by sharj surgica instruments,
radiotherapy lase beam anc the like, anc sc they are forcec to retrea temporarily

However tumors arise from malignanc' of the mind, anc moderr medicin¢ has yet to

addres the sourct of the illness the mind. The methoc which they presentl adop is

"healin¢ the symptoms but not the root," anc thai is why peopl¢ experienc relapse ever

aftel they have successfl operations It's just their karmic obstacle flaring up again Sc

it is said

Blessing anc disaster have nc gate of entry; only peopl¢ bring therr on.
The retribution of gooc anc evil, follow you like a shadow.

Our karme trails us successivel over many lifetimes We car only evadc¢ it for a while,
anc ther eventuall* we have to pay up. And sc those¢ of ancien times alsc said

Gooc anc bac eventuall bring abou their jusi rewards
It's only a mattel of time.’

Wher the laywomar hearc those meaningfu instructions she awoke as if from a bac
dream Kneelinc before the Buddha anc Bodhisattvas she shool hei heacin disbelie at
the crue ways in which she hac wrongec othel living beings anc sighecin deef remorse.
And yet, now that she has brough forth true faith anc wishec to change it's not toa late
As it is saic in the MEDICINE MASTER REPENTANCE



The sicknes of all living beings are one identica illusory sickness the medicine of
the Tathagata are one identica illusory medicine.

The Buddhadharrr is the magica hert that heals all maladies Upor contemplatin the
very nature of offense as< beinc empty whai trace of any illness remains Surely
completel cleansinithe mind is the true remedy It is genuin¢repentanc anc reform At
this point the laywomar brough forth a sincer« Bodhi resolve.

The Bodh resolve is like agate medicing, in that it enable one to be peaceful,
securt anc free from illness. The Bodh resolve is like a drug thai detoxifie: all
poisons in that it car chese away the poison: of greec anc love.
AVATAMSAKA SUTRA
Enterin¢ the Dharme.
Realn Chapte #3¢

No matte how grave the original offens¢ may be if one car only bring forth a sens: of
sham: anc remors: anc sincerel) cultivate meritorious acts ther it's neve toa late to
make amendment This is just a cast of rectifying the score if we generat enougl good
ther our bank account of merilt anc virtue won't be in the red The workings of this
simple formule were mos eviden throughou the Abbot's travels in Asia. Hundred upor
hundred of peopl¢ came asking for aid. Thos¢ whao were truly earnes whao understoo i
the principle behinc creating meritorious acts to atone for their offenses anc wha actively
plantec blessing in the Triple Jewel invariably recovere from their mishaps Ever if
they didn'l getl a persone audienc with the Abbot, their strang: sicknesse would abat¢:
as< if by some magica transformatior And yet amon¢ thos¢ whao came to seel help some:
were pushy anc aggresive, not really willing to refornm anc charge. For suct individuals
na cure coulc be effective for it was they themselve wha lackec the requisite purity of
faith.




KUAN SHIH YIN BODHISATTVA DHARMA ASSEMBLY

The Abbol startec to cros¢ ovel the many living beings which at thai point were

occupyin¢ the sou of the laywoman Many indeec were ghost: anc dark spirits thai

blockec out the brightnes of her nature As she knell before the Abbot, her manifolc

karmic obstacle appearec Amongs therr were goblins siniste ghost: anc spirits whao

alsc prostrate themselve before the Abbotl anc asket to be crosse over The laywomat
broke out in convulsior from time to time; this was wher devian forces were being cas

out. Not only did goblins anc strang: essence infest her self-nature but the creature s
whose flest she ate ever in this very life, were limitless anc boundles as well. In the

pas she hac feastel on shark: fin soup tortoises chicken duck pork, muttor anc a

variety of set delicacies all of which made¢ "imprints" on hei spirit. They have all beer:
lying in wait, seethiniin resentmen No wonde the ancient pulit this way:

For thousand of yeers, the mea stew in the bow!

Has brewecup a resentmer thai is deef as the sez anc very hardto leve
If yoL wisl to know why there are wars in the world,

Jus lister to the piteou: cries from the slaughterhous at midnight

Wher the Abbot was intent upor crossing ovel thest weird creature anc debtors severzl
"infantile” ghosts--th unborr babie: who she hac cause to be deprivec of life--were
alsc spiritec off to the West The Abbol rubbec the laywomar on the crowr of hel head
Fromr his fingers he sen forth auspiciou light rays of the five hues The light was gentle
anc soothing instantaneous neutralizin¢ the poison: thar hac accumulate over many
aeon of killing.

Moreove, he releasei a light of kindnes callec Peact anc Security This light

shine: upor all those whc are ill, Catsing then to cast out theirr misery, Anc to
obtair the medicinc of proper samadhi.

AVATAMSAKA SUTRA

Worthy Leade-

Chapte #12

At this time Kuar Yin Bodhisattve appearecanc with hei pure flask sprinklec swee dew
ovel the laywoman With many expedier anc skillful mean the Abbot continuec to
exhor the womar to chang: her ways From now on she hac to give up all thought: of
jealousy hatrec anc harming instea( she shoulc cultivate the Samadt of Kindnes: anc
Compassiot.

All living being: make distinction: betwee sell anc others anc mutually destroy
eact other Their fighting anc enmity rage without cease | shoulc caust thernr to
dwell in unsurpasse greai kindness .

The commor anc stupic with devian wisdom,

Whc da not properly understanc,

Constantl cling to their hatrec anc da muct arguing anc fighting.

In their state of greed seeking they know na satiation:



| shoulc caustthen to eradicate all of the three poisons.
Fetterecanc covere( by the greai darknes of stupidity
They entel paths of great danger anc nets of devian views
In the cage of birth anc death by hatrec they're detained
| shoulc caustthen to dispersi the demonir thieves.
AVATAMSAK, SUTR/\
Leavin¢ Filth,
Secon Grounc
Chapte #2¢€

As the Abbol continuecto lenc his aid, the laywomar startec to relax anc reportec tha
she felt ar uplifting coolnes anc lightness.

After thaf sessior she stayec al the City of Ter Thousan Buddha for abou a week

everyda' bowinc repentance anc letting the holy air of the City to hea her She vowec

to becom: vegetaria for life, anc to exhaus hel efforts in supporting the Orthodo»

Dharme as it take: roots in the west A weel latel the Abbot returner to the City. He

observe thai the laywoman' illness hac completel subsidec She was overjoyed anc

bowec many times before the Buddha anc before she se out to returr to hei homelanc.
By mean of unconditione faith anc compliancr with the advisors teachings she gainec

anew leaston life.

On seein¢ living being: entel the net: of demons,
Forevel oppresse by birth, old age anc death
He effect: their liberation anc console them
This is how the courageou hero abides.
He observe thal being: are afflictec with the sicknes of infantile
delusions,
Anc extensivel gives rise to a minc of compassio anc sympathy.
With the medicine of wisdon he completel eradicate them
This is where the great physiciar king abides.
AVATAMSAK, SUTR/\
Enterinc the Dharme Realn
Chapte #3¢

"The set of suffering is
deejancwide,

But a turn of the heac
is the othel side.’



