Sanskrit Lesson

by Bhikshuni Heng Hsien
REVIEW OF THE DIVISION OF SOUNDS
SIMPLE SQUNDS
a ag in "about'. AW & as in 'father'
i the 'ee' of 'teen’ # ias in 'teen'

sald fast.

u the 'oo' of "moon’ ~h
said fast.

g 'ri' said fast with 3f I 'ri', tongue tip
tongue curled back. curled slightly back

tongue as before, ;l" l is never found, but
say l. 'should exist'.

as in "moon’

I=]

A & o w8

All these are pronounced with a single,uniform pure
sound, unlike English vowels which glide between cne
sound and another. The long vowels in Sanskrit, such
as a, 1, U, take twice as long to say as the short ones,
but they sound essentially the same.

COMPLEX SOUNDS

€ e asin 'day': is % al as in 'aisle':
really a + i said A + i together.
together fast.

.a' o as in 'go'; is a’ au as in 'out':; made
a + u said fast. up of @ + u.

Quite sensibly, the letters go from simple to complex,
and within each group the letters go in order, starting
with sounds produced in the back part of the mouth, and
working towards the front. This is the order used in
Sanskrit dictionaries and in indices to Sanskirt works.
If you know the place in the mouth that each sound comes
from, you don't need to consult a chart to use a dic-
tionary--just check your mouth.

Between the vowéls and consonants are found two
other letters:

" ! =

= b via%rga, a2 kind of m anusvara, ‘after-
puff of air often sound’ , amounts to
at the end of words. nasalizing the vow=

al bafore it.

_The arrangement of the conscnants, or manifesters,
{ Bni2) is similiar to that of the vowels. There
are five different types, all given below:

MANIFESTERS (CONSONANTS)

atﬁﬂkaqmr"ga W

g gha F
< ca: Y a G jha ] ‘Ha
£ fa & tha § da g gha O pa
d ta ¥l tha z da %] dha A na
q pa U pha & ba X bha I ma



Semi-vowels Sibilants

-q- ya “ éa
L ra " sa
= H sa
q va Aspirate

‘E ha
HOTES:

‘Anabhi lapya-ruta-ghosa-apagatam ca pra-
krtifantan tathagataghosam adhimucyate/
sarva svara-afiga-vibhakti-visuddhy-alap-
kira-abhinirhiram ca abhinirharati. Dafa-
bhimika=siitra TA.

As was said before, vyanjanani are also
the eighty minor characteristics of the
Buddha.

3The single vertical line | stands for &.

HOW TO PROBOUNCE THE CONSORANTE

F ka karma ¥ kha backhand 7| ga gems ] gha tag hard & fa Saigha
Hes chart B[ cha carch har 5T Ja jar § Jha poge haif 5 fa meoual
The conscnantal sconds are differant from those in English for the manifestors in Ghe
next twn rows below., Fob the Eirat row, curl tip of tongue alightly back mgainst the

ridge behind tha upper front teeth. Touch tongue gquickly sgalnet the teeth to say
the second Tow.

P cane & fha heart I @ G dba half o o=
g u} Tq th - % “}M < mfm A m}'ﬁ'-
9 pa pain | pha haphazard § ba pag M bha grab pardX  ma magic
Yoya yarda T ra  'r'wich ™ la land o wva ymler
tongue am
T éa shane §  sa :F?r'an A =a same & ha  harvest
chiese Continisd



