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SUTRA:T.25b4

WHEN HE HAD FINISHED SPEAKING THE SUTRA, HE ENTEREDA QUIET ROOM WHERE
HE REMAINED IN DHYANA SAMADHI FOREIGHTY-FOURTHOUSAND AEONS.

COMMENTARY:

WhenhehadfinishedspeakingtheSutra,whenhewasdone,He entereda quiet room,his meditation
room,wherehe remainedin DhyanaSamadhifor eighty-fourthousandaeons.Whenthe Buddhawas
in samadhi,wasno onelecturingon theSutra?

SUTRA:T.25b5

THEN THE SIXTEEN BODHISATTVA SHRAMANERAS, KNOWING THAT THE BUDDHA
HAD ENTERED HIS ROOM AND WAS SILENTLY ABSORBED IN DHYANA SAMADHI,
EACH ASCENDED THE DHARMA SEAT. FOR A PERIOD OF EIGHTY-FOUR THOUSAND
AEONS,FORTHE SAKE OF THE FOUR-FOLDASSEMBLY, THEY SPOKETHE WONDERFUL
DHARMA LOTUS FLOWER SUTRA EXTENSIVELY AND IN DETAIL. EACH ONE OF THEM
CROSSEDOVER SIX HUNDRED MYRIADS OF MILLIONS OF NAYUTAS OF GANGES'
SANDS OF LIVING BEINGS, INSTRUCTING THEM WITH THE TEACHING, BENEFITING
THEM, MAKING THEM REJOICEAND CAUSING THEM TO BRING FORTH THE THOUGHT
OF ANUTTARASAMYAKSAMBODHI.

COMMENTARY:

ThenthesixteenBodhisattvaShramaneras,during the time theBuddhawasin samadhi,knowing that
theBuddhahadenteredhis roomandwassilently absorbedin DhyanaSamadhi...He was"Thus,thus,
unmoving;clear,lucid, andconstantlybright" therein samadhi.They decidedto keepon propagating
the Dharma,andso eachascendedthe DharmaSeat.Someoneis wondering,"Did they all get up on
the sameseat,or what?"No! They took turnslecturing.And somewent off into different directions--
north, east,south,andwest.Don't get to thinking that they all climbedup on the oneDharmaSeat.
Thatwouldbesilly.

For the periodof eighty-fourthousandaeons,for the sakeof the four fold assembly,they spokeTHE
WONDERFUL DHARMA FLOWER SUTRA, extensively,broadly,andin detail; theyexpoundedupon
the doctrine.Eachone of them crossedover six hundredmyriadsof millions of nayutasof Ganges
sandsof living beings,instructingthemwith the teaching,benefittingthem,makingthemrejoice,and
causingthemto bring forth the thoughtof anuttarasamyaksambodhi.All thoseliving beingstogether
producedthemind to seektheutmostright andperfectenlightenment.



SUTRA:T. 25bl0

AFTER EIGHTY-FOUR THOUSAND AEONS HAD PASSED, THE BUDDHA, GREAT-
PENETRATING-WISDOM-VICTORY, AROSE FROM SAMADHI, APPROACHED THE
DHARMA THRONE AND SERENELY SAT DOWN UPON IT. HE ADDRESSEDTHE GREAT
ASSEMBLY, SAYING, "THESE SIXTEEN BODHISATTVA-SHRAMANERAS ARE VERY
RARE. ALL THEIR FACULTIES ARE KEEN AND THEIR WISDOM IS CLEAR. THEY HAVE
IN THE PASTALREADY MADE OFFERINGSTO LIMITLESS THOUSANDSOF MYRIADS OF
MILLIONS OF BUDDHAS. IN THE PRESENCEOF THOSEBUDDHAS, THEY CONSTANTLY
CULTIVATED BRAHMA CONDUCT, ACCEPTING AND UPHOLDING THE BUDDHA'S
WISDOM, INSTRUCTINGLIVING BEINGSAND CAUSING THEM TO ENTERINTO IT.

COMMENTARY:

The Buddhahad beenin his quiet room in samadhi,and then after eighty-four thousandaeonshad
passed,theBuddhaGreat-Penetrating-Wisdom-Victory,arosefrom samadhi,approachedtheDharma
throne,he went to his Dharmaseat,andserenelysatdown uponit. He addressedthe Greatassembly,
all presentin theBodhimanda,saying,"ThesesixteenBodhisattva-Shramanerasarevery rare.All their
facultiesare keen and their wisdom is clear." "Keen faculties" meansthat they could use their six
senseorgansinterchangeably.Their Prajnawisdom manifested,so that they clearly understoodall
Dharmas.Why did theyclearlyunderstandall dharmas?Theyhavein thepastalreadymadeofferings
to limitless thousandsof myriads of millions of Buddhas.In the presenceof thoseBuddhas,they
constantlycultivated Brahmaconduct, they kept the preceptspurely, acceptingand upholding the
Buddha'swisdom. They always studied the wisdom of the Buddha, instructing living beingsand
causingthemto enterinto it, enterinto theBuddha'swisdom.

SUTRA: T.25bl5

"YOU SHOULD ALL MAKE A POINT OF DRAWING NEAR TO AND MAKING OFFERINGS
TO THEM. WHY? THOSESOUND HEARERS,PRATYEKA BUDDHAS, OR BODHISATTVAS
WHO CAN HAVE FAITH IN THE DHARMA OF THE SUTRA SPOKENBY THESESIXTEEN
BODHISATTVAS, ACCEPTAND UPHOLD IT WITHOUT DEFAMING IT. WILL ALL ATTAIN
ANUTTARASAMYAKSAMBODHI, THAT IS, THE WISDOM OF THE THUS COME ONE."

COMMENTARY:

"You shouldall makea point..." "Making a point" meansto bequick aboutit. "...Drawingnearto and
makingofferingsto them."Draw nearto them,do not leavethem,andmakeofferingsto them.Makea
point of doingit time andagain."Why?" Why do I saythis?"ThoseSoundHearers,PratyekaBuddhas,
or Bodhisattvaswho canhavefaith in the Dharmaof the Sutraspokenby thesesixteenBodhisattvas,
deeply believing it, without any doubts, accept and uphold it, not forgetting it, and without
defaming it, they will all attain anuttarasamyaksambodhi,the SoundHearers,PratyekaBuddhas,
Bodhisattvas,or just living beings,theywill attainsupremeenlightenment,That is, thewisdomof the
ThusComeOne."

SUTRA:T. 25bl8



THE BUDDHA TOLD THE BHIKSHUS, "THESE SIXTEEN BODHISATTVAS ALWAYS
DELIGHT IN SPEAKING THE WONDERFUL DHARMA LOTUS FLOWER SUTRA. EACH
BODHISATTVA HAS TRANSFORMED SIX HUNDRED MYRIADS OF MILLIONS OF
NAYUTAS OF GANGES'SANDSOF LIVING BEINGS WHO, LIFE AFTER LIFE WERE BORN
TOGETHERWITH THE BODHISATTVAS AND HEARD THE DHARMA FROM THEM, FULLY
BELIEVING AND UNDERSTANDING IT. FOR THIS REASON, THEY HAVE MET UP WITH
FORTY THOUSAND MILLIONS OF BUDDHAS, WORLD HONORED ONES, AND TO THIS
MOMENT HAVE NOT STOPPEDDOING SO.

COMMENTARY:

The Buddhatold the Bhikshus,"ThesesixteenBodhisattvasalways take delight in speaking,THE
WONDERFUL DHARMA LOTUS FLOWER SUTRA, the thing they like to do best is to speakthis
Sutra.EachBodhisattvahastransformedsix hundredmyriadsof millions of nayutasof Ganges'sands
of living beingswho, life after life, wereborn togetherwith the Bodhisattvas..."Eachof the sixteen
Bodhisattvashas transformedand taught millions of living beings,who, life after life, were born
togetherwith the Bodhisattvas.The beingstaughtandtransformedby the sixteenshramanerasmade
vows in everylife to beborn togetherwith thesesixteen.Hearingthe Dharmafrom them,hearingthe
sixteenshramanerasspeakthe Dharma,fully believingandunderstandingit. They understoodit and
had no doubts.For this reason,they havemet up with forty thousandmillions of Buddhas,World
HonoredOnes,andto thismoment,havenot stoppeddoingso."

SUTRA:T. 25b23

BHIKSHUS, I WILL TELL YOU, THOSE DISCIPLES OF THE BUDDHA, THE SIXTEEN
SHRAMANERAS, HAVE ALL NOW ATTAINED ANUTTARASAMYAKSAMBODHI, AND IN
THE LANDS OF THE TEN DIRECTIONS, ARE PRESENTLY SPEAKING THE DHARMA.
THEY HAVE AS THEIR RETINUESLIMITLESS HUNDREDSOF THOUSANDSOF MILLIONS
OF BODHISATTVAS AND SOUND HEARERS. TWO HAVE BECOME BUDDHAS IN THE
EAST: ONE IS NAMED AKSHOBHYA, IN THE LAND OF HAPPINESS.THE OTHER IS
NAMED SUMERU PEAK. TWO HAVE BECOME BUDDHAS IN THE SOUTHEAST: ONE IS
NAMED LION SOUND. THE OTHER IS NAMED LION SIGN. TWO HAVE BECOME
BUDDHAS IN THE SOUTH: ONE IS NAMED SPACE DWELLER, THE OTHER IS NAMED
ETERNAL EXTINCTION. TWO HAVE BECOME BUDDHAS IN THE SOUTHWEST:ONE IS
NAMED ROYAL SIGN, THE OTHER IS NAMED BRAHMA SIGN. TWO HAVE BECOME
BUDDHAS IN THE WEST:ONE IS NAMED AMITAYUS, THE OTHERIS NAMED SAVIOR OF
ALL WORLDSFROM SUFFERINGAND ANGUISH. TWO HAVE BECOMEBUDDHAS IN THE
NORTHWEST: ONE IS NAMED TAMALAPATRACHANDANA FRAGRANCE AND
SPIRITUAL PENETRATIONS.THE OTHERIS NAMED SUMERUSIGN. TWO HAVE BECOME
BUDDHAS IN THE NORTH. ONE IS NAMED CLOUD SELF-MASTERY. THE OTHER IS
NAMED KING OF CLOUD SELF-MASTERY.IN THE NORTHEASTTHEREIS A BUDDHA BY
THE NAME OF DESTROYER OF ALL WORLDLY FEAR. THE OTHER BUDDHA, THE
SIXTEENTH, IS MYSELF, SHAKYAMUNI BUDDHA, HEREIN THE SAHA WORLD, WHEREI
HAVE REALIZED ANUTTARASAMYAKSAMBODHI.

COMMENTARY:



ShakyamuniBuddhasays,"Bhikshus,all of you, thosewho haveleft homeandthoseat home,aswell,
I will tell you, thosedisciplesof the Buddha,the Buddha,Great-Penetrating-Wisdom-Victory,the
sixteenShramaneras,thesixteenlittle novices,big novices,oldernovices;sixteenin all..." Now, after
you haveleft homefor a long while, you canbecalledan"old novice."If you haveleft homefor fairly
long, then you'recalled a "big novice." If you've just left home,then you'recalled a "little novice."
Thesewereprobably"older novices,"becausetheyhadleft homefor a long time. Anyway, theyhave
all now attainedanuttarasamyaksambodhi,enlightenment,and, in the landsof the ten directionsare
presentlyspeakingthe Dharma,right now they are speakingDharma.They have as their retinues
limitless hundredsof thousandsof millions of BodhisattvasandSoundHearers.The Buddha'sfamily
is composedof BodhisattvasandSoundHearerDisciples.Theyarelike his children,his family. Since
we are now studying the Buddhadharma,we, too, are like the Buddha'ssons and daughters,his
disciples.So,you mustbea filial child. Wearepartof theBuddha'sretinue.

Two have becomeBuddhasin the East: One is named,Akshobhya."Akshobhya", is Sanskritand
means,"Unmoving HonoredOne." This is Medicine MasterCrystal Light-Thus ComeOne. In our
BuddhaHouse,we have the threeBuddhas;in the Centeris, Shakyamuni.On his left is Medicine
MasterBuddha,holding thepagoda,andon theright is, AmitabhaBuddha,holdingtheLotusThrone.
So, you rememberthis, becausewhen Americansseethe Buddhaimages,they alwaysask, "Who's
that?"They want an introduction.So Everyoneshouldknow who they are,so when they are asked
they don't have to say, "I don't know," leaving peoplethinking, "God, they live here,studying the
Buddhadharma,andthey don't evenknow who theseBuddhasare!" That'spretty embarrassing.Not
only for your disciples,but for the teacher,too. "What are they learningfrom that teacher,anyway?
Theydon'tevenknow whatthoseBuddhasnamesare!" If new-comerswantto know who theBuddhas
are,you who arehereall thetime shouldpayattentionto this detail.So,now I haveintroducedyou to
them.

So,theUnmovingHonoredOne,Akshobhya,is theBuddhain theeast.In the landof Happiness,that
is, theEasternPureCrystalWorld. Theotheris namedSumeruPeak;thesecondshramanerabecamea
Buddhain theeast,by thenameof SumeruPeak;heis Akshobhya'sneighborto theeast.

Two havebecomeBuddhasin the Southeast:One is namedLion Sound.He is called Lion Sound,
becausewhentheBuddhaspeaksDharma,it's like theroarof a lion, awesomeandfierce.Theotheris
namedLion Sign.

Two have becomeBuddhasin the Southwest:One is namedRoyal Sign. He has the signs and
characteristicsof royalty, like thegod,Shakra.Theotheris namedBrahmaSign.In thecausalground,
healwayscultivatedBrahmaconduct,andsohismarksarevery pure.

Two have becomeBuddhasin the West: One is named Amitayus, also known as, Amitabha.
Amitayusmeanslimitless life. Amitabha,his othername,meanslimitless light. Hereit is laid out very
clearly that Amitabhawas originally oneof the sixteenroyal sonsof the BuddhaGreat-Penetrating-
Wisdom-Victory. This Buddha'slife is limitless, and his blessingsand virtues are limitless. He has
limitless light, as the light of his wisdom is limitless. "Limitless life" refers to his blessedness,and
"Limitless life" refersto his wisdom.

Theotheris namedSaviorof All Worldsfrom SufferingandAnguish.Theothershramanerabecamea
Buddhaby thisname.



Two have becomeBuddhasin the Northwest:One is namedTamalapatra-Chandana.Tamalapatra-
chandana,is, obviously, Sanskrit.Tamalapatrais interpretedas meaning,"Worthy whosenatureis
without defilement."This meansthat his self-natureis free of dust and filth. He is a worthy sage.
Chandanais a kind of incense.Theotheris namedSumeruSign.

Two have becomeBuddhasin the North: One is named Cloud Self-Mastery; he can travel at
will throughtheclouds.Theotheris namedKing of Cloud Self-Mastery.

In the Northeastthere is a Buddhaby the nameof Destroyerof All Worldly Fear.He can break
throughall the fearful situations.The sixteenthis myself, Shakyamuni,which means"humaneand
silent" Buddha,herein theSahaWorld, WhereI haverealizedanuttarasamyak-sambodhi,theBuddha-
fruit.

SUTRA:T. 25c7

BHIKSHUS, WE, AS SHRAMANERAS EACH TAUGHT AND TRANSFORMED LIMITLESS
HUNDREDSOF THOUSANDSOF MYRIADS OF MILLIONS OF GANGES'SANDSOF LIVING
BEINGS, WHO, HEARING THE DHARMA FROM US, WERE SET TOWARDS
ANUTTARASAMYAKSAMBODHI.

COMMENTARY:

"Bhikshus,"ShakyamuniBuddhacontinuesspeakingto the Bhikshus,"We, asShramaneras,novices,
eachtaughtandtransformedlimitless hundredsof thousandsof myriadsof millions of Ganges'sands
of living beings,who... eachone of us taughtquite a large numberof living beings."Here we are,
Bhikshus,and we haven'ttaught or transformeda single living being. Shameon us! "Hearing the
Dharma from us, studying the Buddhadharmaunder our tutelage, they were set towards
anuttarasamyaksambodhi."Why did they study the Dharma?Becausethey wanted enlightenment.
This shows that when they first heard the Dharma, they decided they wanted to attain perfect
enlightenment.Eachmadeprogresstowardsit at his own rateof speed,but from hereon out it was
simplyamatterof timeuntil theyachievedtheirgoal.
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