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SUTRA:

THE BUDDHA TOLD ALL HIS DISCIPLES "THERE ARE TEN MAJOR PRATIMOKSA
PRECEPTS IF ANYONE WHO HAS RECEIVEEC THE BODHISATTVA PRECEPT: FAILS TO
RECITE THEM REGULARLY, HE IS NOT A BODHISATTVA, NOR DOES HE NURTURE THE
SEEL OF BUDDHAHOOD: HENCE | TOC RECITE THESE PRECEPTS ALL BODHISATTVAS
HAVE STUDIED THEM IN THE PAST WILL STUDY THEM IN THE FUTURE AND NOW
STUDY THEM AT THE PRESENT AFTER THE FOLLOWING COMPREHENSIVE:
DISCUSSION OF THE GENERAL CHARACTER-ISTICS WITHIN THE BODHISATTVA
PRATIMOKSA PRECEPTS YOU SHOULD STUDY AND UPHOLD THEM RESPECTFULLY."

COMMENTARY:

THE BUDDHA TOLD ALL HIS DISCIPLES "THERE ARE TEN MAJOR PRATIMOKSA
PRECEPTS There are ter major anc forty-eight minor Bodhisattvi precepts Thest ter are the mos
importan of the Bodhisattvi precepts Why are they callec "Pratimoksa? It is becaus if one violates
any of these one will forevel be cas out of the se: of Buddhism If one maintain: them ther one is
guarantee to attair liberation

1) The precep agains killing;

2) the precep agains stealing

3) the precep agains sexua misconduci;

4) the precep agains false speect ;

5) the precep agains taking intoxicants

6) the precep agains speakiniabou the offense of the grea assembly;
7) the precep agains disparagin other: anc praisin¢ oneself

8) the precep agains stinginess;

9) the precep agains harborin¢anger

10) the precep agains slanderin(the Triple Jewel



“IF ANYONE WHO HAS RECEIVEC THE BODHISATTVA PRECEPT: FAILS TO RECITE
THEM REGULARLY, HE IS NOT A BODHISATTVA, NOR DOES HE NURTURE THE SEEL OF
BUDDHAHOOD; HENCE | TOO RECITE THESE PRECEPTS If one violates any of these:
Pratimoks codes ther one will be forevel cas outl of the se: of the Buddhadharm: The
Buddhadharrr is like a grea see which car contair anything No matte how muct rain falls, the ses.
car always take it in. But there" one thing thal the se: rejects anc thai is corpses The se¢ will not
hold deac bodies Somehov the se: will wast a deac body baclk to the shore--i will rejec it. By way
of analogy the Buddhadharmr is a grea se¢ which car hold anything but it will not hold peopl¢ who
violate precepts If one maintain: thest precepts ther one is guarantee to obtair liberation This
mean: thai for sure one car go from the positior of a commaor persol to Sagehoo« Upor receiving the
precepts one mus recite them becaus it is only througl recitinc therr thai one knows the difference:
betweer holdinc therr anc violating them

In this world there are two types of healthy people The first is a persol whao doesn' creatt offenses.
The secont is a persol who, upor creatin¢ offenses knows how to repen anc reform Thest two are
considere healthy people becaus there is no defilemen on their Dharme bodies Upor reciting
precepts one will alsc know whethe one has committec light or heavy offenses There are different
ways to repen anc reforn for light anc heavy offenses One will alsc know how to protec anc guarc
therr well. If one doesn' recite ther eventuall one will forget them in the preser life-time one will
lose the positior of a Bodhisattve anc in the future one will lose the seecof Buddhahooc .

In this way, the Bodhisattvi precept are different from the Bhiksht or the Shramanei precepts In the
cast of the Bhiksht or the Shramanel precepts if one can' hold then one car say "Well, | give up; |
retreat becaus | can" hold them.' But if one receive: the Bodhisattvi precepts upor receiving then
one can" retreat Whethe one is able to hold then or not, one can" just give up. Giving therr up is
egua to renouncini the fruit of Buddhahood--or forfeits one'opportunityto becomia Buddha.

"ALL BODHISATTVAS HAVE STUDIED THEM IN THE PAST WILL STUDY THEM IN THE
FUTURE AND NOW STUDY THEM AT THE PRESENT. If one doesn violate them that's sc
mucl the better becaus now one is a Bodhisattvi anc in the future one will becomia Buddha Sc the
Sutre text says "AFTER THE FOLLOWING COMPREHENSIVE DISCUSSION OF THE
GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS WITHIN THE BODHISATTVA PRATIMOKSA PRECEPTS,
YOU SHOULD STUDY AND UPHOLD THEM RESPECTFULLY. Wha' are the Generel
Characteristic: or the appearance of the precepts Basically precept have nc appearanc but there
is ar appearanc to one's holding then or not holding them

Extensivel speaking they are the Ter Major anc Forty-eigh Minor Precepts bui to describ: therr as
a whole it just mean: beinc filial. If one doesn' respectfull upholc them ther that's jusi not being
filial. Filial childrer really respec their parents to the poini that they regarc therr as living spirits or
Buddhas Peoplt wha hold precept anc particularly revere thenr are just performing ar act of filial
compliance.

If one hasn' hearc the precept explainec ther one doesn' know, but once one has hearc them ther
many many implications arise Jus take for exampl¢ leafing througt the Sutre page with salive on
your fingers--yot can" da that becaus salive is not clean If you da so this mean: touching the Sutra:;
with dirty hands anc that's ar offense For example if you scratcl your head scratcl your face rub
your eyes or scratcl your nose you shoulc clear your hand: before touching the Sutras otherwist it's



considere ar offense So wher one recite: the Sutras the bes thing to do is to pui before onesel a
little distk with a wet towel on top. Ther if one scratche one's heac or picks one'«nose afterward one
car clear one'- hand: with the towel.

The precept prope don'i spel this out precisely But eaclt precep is like a tree Jus as the branche of
eact tree grow into many sub-branche so too, within a single precep there car be many subdivision ;
of prohibitions

Today we're going to talk abou the first precept the precep agains killing. Thal one precep alone
branche out into ter divisions anc if we were going to discus it in detail it would take day< anc days
You may think thal thes¢ precepts as written, are alread really expansive but if you consul the
Vinaye Store ther it is ever more detailed But of course if you didn'i study it you would neve know.

THE FIRST MAJOR PRECEP" PROHIBITS KILLING. A DISCIPLE OF THE BUDDHA MUST
NOT KILL BY HIMSELF, ENCOURAGE OTHERS TOKILL, KILL WITH EXPEDIENT MEANS,
PRAISE KILLING, OR REACT WITH DELIGHT UPON WITNESSINC KILLING. HE MUST
NOT EMPLOY ANY METHOD WHATEVER, NOT EVEN MANTRAS, TO KILL ANY LIVING
BEING. FURTHER A BODHISATTVA MUST NOT INVOLVE HIMSELF IN THE CAUSES
CONDITIONS METHODS OR KARMA OF KILLING. TO THE EXTENT THAT HE CANNOT
DELIBERATELY KILL ANY LIVING CREATURE A BODHISATTVA SHOULD ALWAYS
GIVE RISE TO AN ETERNALLY ABIDING MIND OF KINDNESS COMPASSION AND
FILIAL COMPLIANCE. THUS, HE SHOULD DEVISE SKILLFUL MEANS TO RESCUE AND
PROTEC™ ALL BEINGS HENCE IF A BODHISATTVA KILLS WITH INDULGENCE OR
EVINCES DELIGHT IN KILLING ANY BEING, HE THEREBY COMMITS A BODHISATTVA
PARAJIKA OFFENSE.

COMMENTARY:

The texi reads A DISCIPLE OF THE BUDDHA. Whc is a disciple of the Buddha' He or she is one
wha brings forth the Bodhi resolve wha receive: the Bodhisattvi Precepts wha glorifies the Buddha'



lineage wha dwells in the Buddha' comportmer anc precepts wha is not insan¢ or scatterec wha is
noi sick al heart wha is not in possessic of another' life, anc wha knows thail he himseli has
receive(the Bodhisattvi Precepts: Suct a one is callec a Buddhis disciple

The Sutre says tha he MUST NOT KILL BY HIMSELF. To kill by onesel mean: two things first,
by usinc interna form, suct as striking with one'« hand: or kicking with one'« feet The secon is by
usin¢ externa form, which refers to knives clubs stones axes etc Using eithel of thest method to
caust anothe person' life to be terminate: is callec killing by oneseli.

The seconi aspec is thal he shoulc not ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO KILL. Encouragin other:to kill
mean: telling then face-to-fac to kill, or sendin( a servan to kill someone¢ Perhap writing a lettel
instructing someon to kill. In thest cases one doesn da the killing but tells other<to kill, anc thai is
the same offense One may tell then face-to-face write, or senc a messenger--¢ of thest carry the
same offense as if one hac done the killing. The third is to KILL WITH EXPEDIENT MEANS. This
refers to things one does before the actua killing--for example one may bind or gac the victims. Or
one may se' themnr off ontc a certair roac anc ambusl then along the way, capturt them anc ther Kill
them All of this falls unde facilitating the killing.

The fifth is to PRAISE KILLING. Originally the persol the offende approache didn't have ar intent
to kill. But the offende praise killing, sayin¢ "Oh, it's really gooc to do this killing. You're a really
grea hero.' This cause the othel persol to bring forth the intentior to kill.

The sixthis to REACT WITH DELIGHT UPON WITNESSINC KILLING. This mean that a persoti
originally hac the intent to kill anc the offende goe: alon¢ anc encourage him. He exhort: him to
actually da it anc acts a< ar accomplice.

Seventr HE MUST NOT EMPLOY ANY METHOD WHATEVER, NOT EVEN MANTRAS, TO
KILL ANY LIVING BEING, upto anc includinc hidder weapons that is, buryinc arrows in the earth
setting up a trag sc tnal wher someon step: on thar place the arrows are se off anc the persol is
killed. Or settin¢ up a fiery pit. In ancien times in India, this methoc was use( to ambusl Ever the
Buddh¢ met with this one time. Peopl¢ would dig a hole in the ground put a fire in there anc the
unknowing persol walking alon¢ the patl would fall into the fiery pit. All of this is groupec unde
"killing with mantras.'

FURTHER A BODHISATTVA MUST NOT INVOLVE HIMSELF IN THE CAUSES of killing.

The Eightl aspeci the "causes of kiling mean: the inteni to kill. ...THE CONDITIONS of
killing. This mean thai one create the conditions for killing, or use: provisiona mean to bring abou-
the act of killing.

The tentt is callec the METHODS of killing. That would include weapon sucl as daggers swords
pits, bows anc arrows poisons anc mantras--a of those method of killing.

The lasi is callec the KARMA OF KILLING. The karme mean to actually cut off the life sourct of a
person Thisis accomplishin the karme of killing.

TO THE EXTENT THAT HE CANNOT DELIBERATELY KILL ANY LIVING CREATURE "To
the extent' mean ever dowr to the tiniest of sentien creatures suct as moths ants insects anc all
smal crawling creatures .



As far as the Bhiksht precept are concernec if one kills smal creature like these it is not considere 1
a majol transgressiol But in the Bodhisattvi precepts ever killing thesttiny creature is considere a
majol offense--i Parajiké offense This is becaus Bodhisattva take compassio as theit
foundation Fron thai frame of reference if one kills ever smal living creature it's just harming the
mind of compassiot .

What's mean by "deliberatel killing?" This is different from if one kills accidentall' or without any
premeditatior If one accidentall step: on a buc withoul deliberat: intention that's not a
transgressic in this sense .

A BODHISATTVA SHOULD ALWAYS GIVE RISE TO AN ETERNALLY ABIDING MIND OF
KINDNESS COMPASSION AND FILIAL COMPLIANCE. "Eternally abiding' mean thai he
shoulc always be compassiona toward: all living creature becaus he knows that "the mind, the
Buddha living beings--thes three are no different,” anc thai their nature forevel abides It's just
temporarily that living beings appea as living beings anc Buddha as Buddhas But ultimately they
are the same substanc:.

What's mean by "kindnes: anc compassion’ It mean thal you have grea compassio which regard:;
everything as having the identica substanc as yourself You are as carefu in your regarc a< if you
were protectin¢ ar infant. For instance if any pari of your body is damagec you can" say "Well, this
heac belong: to me but if the feet are in trouble 1 won't pay any attentior to them." Everything
belong: to the sam¢ body The Bodhisattvi regard: all living beings as the sam¢ substanc as
himself If any part of your body is afflicted with ar illness you will quickly try to cure tha
illness By the sam«token if any living beinc is suffering the Bodhisattvi would feel as if he himsel
were suffering The only intent of the Bodhisattvi is to pull living beings out of sufferin¢g anc give
them joy.

"Filial compliance mean: reverin¢ the Buddhz nature of all living beings considerini therr to be the
sameas your own parents

In the Essay on Exhortation to Bring Forth the Bodhi Resolve it say: thal the Bodhisattvi "in
contemplatin ever ants would conside therr parent of his pas lives." This kind of regarc for living
creature is the sam« as mentioner above If you car look at ar ant anc think, "This is probably my
mothe or fathel of a pas life anc in the future this ant will becom: a Buddha, if you respec the
Dharmein this way, will you be able to kill ar ant

THUS, HE SHOULD DEVISE SKILLFUL MEANS TO RESCUE AND PROTECT ALL

BEINGS Kindness compassior anc filial piety are attitude: thai shoulc come naturally HENCE IF
A BODHISATTVA KILLS WITH INDULGENCE OR EVINCES DELIGHT IN KILLING ANY

BEING, HE THEREBY COMMITS A BODHISATTVA PARAJIKA OFFENSE You shouldn':
kill any beings with any kind of indulgenci or delight "Indulgence mean: thai you dao things any old
way you like; say becaus of greecyou give rise to killing. For example peopl¢ wha fish anc hunt do
this out of greec anc desire to ea the flest of living creatures They don' know how to restrair
themselve: Or, there are those wha kill in ordel to venttheir anger.

A persol whae has receive( the precept is callec a Bodhisattve Here the title "Bodhisattva mean:;
thal sucl a persot car upholc the precepts .



"Parajika’ mean: ar offense thai merite castin¢ out--bein¢ cas oul of the se:¢ of the
Buddhadharm: One forevel lose: the wonderfu caus:anc the wonderfu result The seconimeaning)
of Parajiki mean "an offense¢ thai brings a fall.” One commits a Parajik¢ Offense one falls into the
three evil destinies The third meaning is "the victory of the othel party." Originally, wher one
took thes¢ precepts one wantec to breal througt afflictions anc conque the demonicarmies But once
you breal thes¢ precepts ther afflictions are victorious ovel you--they bea you. The demor king says
"You can" accomplis! your Way karme now, becaus you're still within my grasp!" That's a victory
of the othel party

The fourth meanin¢ of Parajik is "dharms of utmos evil"--evil to the extreme It is callec "a dharmii
by which one'« heac is cut off." This implies that wher one's heac is cui off, it won't grow back

again |It's alsc callec "the dharmi which is like cuttinc out the hear of a tale tree." In India thereis a

type of tree callec the tale tree If you cul oul the hear of tha tree the res of the tree would stog

growing anc all the branche will dry up. If you breal a precep of this nature it's like cutting out the

hear of atale tree--everythin else will die.

There' alsc anothe meanin( to the word Parajika--"thi enc of a needlt which is snappe off.” If the
enc of a needltis snappe off, you can" use the needlcany more Anothel meanin¢is thatit's like "a
big boulde which has beer split into two halves. Once a rock is split into two halves you can' glue
then back together.

In the Vinaye it says "Wher a persol receive the Bhiksht precepts the eartt spirits conve) the news
to the spirits of empty space anc the spirits of empty spac: pas: the news on further Scthatin a
single instant the sounc of this news pervade up to the First Dhyana the Grea Brahm: Heavens. At
this point the demor king quake with fright! If a persoi break: the Bhiksht precepts the Dharme.
Protectin( Spirits whao guarc him will heavea grea sigh The sounc of this sigr will alsc pervadito
the First Dhyan: anc wher the demon hea this they are delighted They say "You are nalongel a
Buddhis disciple--ha ha!"

So in the cast of someon receiving the Bhikshu precepts all the three realm: know abou it. In the
cast of someon receivin¢ Bodhisattvi precepts it's ever more earth-shatterini At the momen wher
the karmadan transmit: the precepts anc one is certifiec as< to actually having receiver the precepts,
ther the Buddha anc Bodhisattva of the ter directions will spontaneous set this person' image
before them They will say "This persol has jusi receive( the Bodhisattvi precepts In the future he'll
becomi a Buddha. As a result the Buddha anc Bodhisattva are all sympatheti anc mindful of this
persol anc will protec him.

There mus be four condition: mei before ar aclis considere to be ar offense agains this precept:
1) The creatur thatis killed has to be a living being

2) One mus know thai it is a living creature If one didn't have this though wher the killing was done
ther one conditior is missin¢anc one'«aci of killing is not considere a violation of this precep!.

3) One mus have the inteni to kill.

4) The creature' life mus be terminatec Every precep carries with it severe



condition: anc it's only if all of thes¢ conditions are mei thar the acl is countet as ar
actua offense -to be continued
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