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PBS Documentary Features Interview with Two DRBA Monks
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In 2025, Northern California Public Media produced a
ten episode environmental documentary series titled Climate
California, exploring ways to address climate change from
multiple perspectives. In the tenth episode, the production
team traveled to Redwood Vihara in Santa Cruz, Northern
California, to interview two monks from Dharma Realm
Buddhist Association: Dharma Master Jin Chuan and Dharma
Master Jin Wei.

The docuseries California Climate approaches the topic
from multiple angles—including ecology, economics (such
as employment), society, psychology, and even religion—to
explore the causes, impacts, and possible solutions to climate
change through the stories of people who remind us of the
beauty of the world and the power we already have.

In the tenth episode of the Climate California, Charles Loi,
director and host of this docuseries, asked, “Freeing ourselves of
desire and fear is helpful, but even if all of us found inner peace,
I wonder if that would be enough? How do you balance a sense
of peace with a sense of urgency?”

DM Jin Chuan said, “This is something Buddhism is
learning given the current conditions of the world. We need
to actually take compassion out into the world...Moving
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with speed without clarity creates more problems.” DM
Jin Wei gave an example by saying, “We are in the Santa
Cruz mountains. Here, settlers, in order to avoid landslides,
wanted a quick solution and planted Scotch broom (Cytisus
scoparius) which increases tremendously the risk of fire.”

DM Jin Wei also pointed out that we often say how
we can capture the moment of becoming when you click
in Amazon, buy it in a moment, like: Oh now it’s mine.
Oh, I exist. In fact, “Becoming” happens second by second,
moment by moment. If we start to connect with another
story returning to our fullness, what is our potential?

DM Jin Chuan said, “We often get burned out because
we want something to happen in a certain way and it doesn’t
happen in the way we want it. You can experience what your
experience is without going to the next step of craving or
pushing away or becoming numb. You can just be fully there
present. That’s where compassion is born. The ability to hold
the pain, be attuned to the pain, and suffering that the earth
is going through, observe it, care for it, and then from within
the pain itself some process of healing arises.”

This interview was premiered locally on the evenings
of September 23 and 24, 2025, on two public television
channels in the San Francisco Bay Area: KRCB Channel
22 (North Bay) and KPJK Channel 60 (South Bay). The
production team also visited the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas to film the interior of the Buddha Hall, which
was featured in the ninth episode. Regarding this footage,
Charles Loi provided the following voiceover: “When I was
growing up, I remember asking my grandma about God. We
were visiting a temple, the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.
A friend had told me that because I didn’t believe in Jesus, I
was going to hell which did not sound fun. My grandma told
me that all these gods are actually different representations
of the same truth. Each of them is a different Buddha, a
different source of wisdom and wonder.”

A national version of the docuseries, Climate California,
will be released across PBS starting in January, 2026. One
episode will air each week, with the series expected to
conclude by mid-March. At that time, all ten episodes of
California Climate will be availableonline, and the series will
be rerun on KRCB22 and KPJKG60. &
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