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A Basic Introduction to the
Great Compassion Repentance (lll)
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An Excerpt from Upasika Stella Tam's Saturday Dharma Lecture at Gold Mountain Monastery
English Translated by Guo Shu, edited by Janice Storss

WAREREETHANSLE FHEHE

RARKFE > RIERE

LD

" rf R
T \M FIEN I\’Jr.n
BHE T EHEUTTHE I tried to write a seven syllable verse to help myself to memorize the

Mo BICHCERAEIUHSE  ten minds of appearance of Great Compassion Mantra.
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(Great) Compassion and mercy, equal and non-active,

(R) &%, F¥. &4, Non-polluted, empty contemplation, respectful mind,
&2 (F) . 2@, Ay, Humble, non-chaos, and non-perverted view,

FFL & (L) . AR, With unsurpassed Bodhi are the ten states of mind.
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Next, let’s take a look at the definition of Mantra. The Sanskirt
» JMEE " FHY word dharani, may be translated as Mantra, and is of four kinds:

s ﬁ V4% [E.dharant > — 1. Dharma Dharani. A person who reaches this stage will never
SEEHV - JLEUHEEEEE Z forget cultivating the teachings of Buddha once he has heard it.
— 1A E - BN 2. Truth Dharani. This person will hold on to all the truths of
%o BEHERITR AT © 2.8 Dharma and will not forget .
EE > BN E% EZEME & 3. Mantra Dharani. The incomparably efficacious secret words that
FFMAE - 3.9LFEEEIE > -1 evolved from samadhi may get rid off many disasters, and one who has
ﬁ?’*%ﬁéﬁ fHBRAELE > AEFR  attained this can always recite mantras without forgetting.
JE—FEFE SR > MR TCER R 4. Forbearance Dharani. One who has reached this state can dwell
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in the reality (true characteristic) of the Dharma.

Dharani means “able to uphold” or “totally uphold”. At this stage
one can uphold all kinds of wholesome dharma without losing them;
one can dispel all kinds of evil dharmas and insist on not doing them.
“Totally uphold” means summing up all dharmas and to maintain
their infinite meaning. Other meanings of mantra are: true word,
spiritual mantra and vidya. Long mantras may be called “dharani”,
while the short ones are termed “true words”. One or two words is
called “the seed”.

The disciples collected five tripitakas after the Buddha entered
Nirvana. There are the Miscellaneous Tripitaka and the Dharani
Tripitaka besides the Sutra, the Vinaya, and the Shastra Tripitakas.
The Dharani tripitaka is the a colleciton of all records of the mantras,
also known as the Vidya Mantra Tripitaka or the Forbidden Mantra
Tripitaka. The “True Words” came from the fundamental scripture
of Brahmanism of the Vedas period in ancient India. The Buddha
prohibited his disciples from practicing mantras or using them to
earn a living when he was alive. He only permitted them to use the
mantras to cure sickness or for self-defense.

The “Practice Dharma” is the dharma for cultivation. The order
of cultivation is teaching, principle, practicing, and attainment.
One can gain attainment through studying sutras, understanding
their meaning, so as to bring forth the mind to cultivate according
to principle. The method to cultivate we mention here is to pray
for all the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas to realize their vow power
of compassion and to help us improve in practice and theory. We
definitely can be reborn in the land of Amitabha Buddha through
sincerely repenting of our karma and eliminating demonic obstacles
by our merit and virtue of reciting the Great Compassion Mantra.
Therefore, it is called the Great Compassion Repentance Dharma.

This “Practice Dharma” has been classified into four methods
of cultivation practice in the book Maha-samatha-vipasyani (Great
Calming and Contemplation) by the Tiantai school according to the
walking and sitting methods of practice mentioned in the Sutras.
There are four categories: First is always sitting, second is always
walking, third is half walking and half sitting, and the fourth is non-
walking and non-sitting. The method of practice in the Dharani Sutra
of Great Compassion Mind belongs to the samadhi of non-walking and
non-sitting. It is also the samadhi of “going along with one’s wish”
mentioned in the Maha Book of Great Calming and Contemplation.
It is not as hard and difficult to practice as the Pratyutpanna Samadhi
which requires always walking without sitting or lying down. Very
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few people can successfully cultivate the Pratyutpanna Samadhi. That is
one of the reasons of why the Great Compassion Repentance Dharma is
more suitable in the Dharma-Ending Age.

IIT Author and Editor of the Great Compassion Repentance

The Venerable Great Master Fa-Zhi of the Si-Ming Mountain
(960-1028 A.D.)

Great Master Fazhi (7£%) wrote the ritual for the Great Compassion
Repentance. Later, the following line was added to express the appreciation
of later generations: “With one mind I bow to the Venerable One of Siming
Mountain, expounder of the Tiantdi (K#%) teachings and contemplations,
Great Master Fazhi .”

Great Master Fazhi Zhili CGEE411) lived on Siming Mountain
during the Song (%) Dynasty. “Fazhi” is the honorary title given to him
by the Emperor Zhénzong (E5%) of the Song Dynasty.

After his mother passed away when he was seven, the Great Master
begged his father to allow him to leave the home life.

At the age of twenty he studied under Dharma Master Yitong ( #i# )
at Treasure Cloud (Bidoytn) Monastery to learn the teachings of the Tiantdi
school and the dharma door of Meditation and Contemplation, which
caused him open his perfect wisdom. He then propagated the teachings of
the Tiantdi school and the dharma door of Meditation and Contemplation.
The Great Master also emphasized the cultivating of repentance as a helpful
practice. Therefore, he composed the Practice of the Grear Compassion
Mantra of a Thousand Hands and Eyes from the translation of the Dharani
Sutra of the Great,Vast, Perfect, Unobstructed, Great Compassion Mind of
a Thousand Hands and a Thousand Eyes of Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva by
Dharma Master Bhagavaddharma of the Tang Dynasty. He also compiled
the Repentance Ritual of the Unsurpassed Golden Light Sutra, the Ritual of
Bowing to the Dharma Flower Sutra, and the Essential Points on Cultivating
Repentance besides the Great Compassion Repentance Dharma. The Great
Master taught the Tiantdi teaching but practiced the Dharma of the Pure
Land. He once established a ceremony of upholding precepts along with
reciting the name of the Buddha. Ten thousand people gathered to cultivate
the Dharma door of the Pure Land.

Having finished an instructional Dharma talk to the assembly, the
Great Master sat in full lotus in front of a Buddha statue, recited the holy
name of Amitabha Buddha and entered nirvana. After the cremation, his
tongue was found undamaged and appeared as a lotus flower.
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Vinaya Master Jianyue Duati
(1601-1679 A.D.)

At the end of the Ming Dynasty, because the era of the Sages was long
past, the Vinaya (precepts) was not strictly observed. leniently and failed to
near ruined due to the holy ones had passed away for a long time. Luckily
the Vinaya Master Jianyu¢ Dad ( 75385 ) was instructed by the Vinaya
Master Jiguang Sanmei (F¢=H#F) to live at Treasure Flower Mountain
and take charge. Vinaya Master Jianyue¢ was bold but cautious, and he
was able to bear hardship. He vowed to carry on the deeds of past sages,
continue the teachings which were almost lost and revive the characteristic
features of the Vinaya school. He deeply studied the Vinaya and explained
it to the monastic residents. In order to thoroughly reform the corrupted
monastic system, he went to every way place to set up the precept platform
to transmit precepts. Vinaya Master Jianyu¢ wrote more than ten books
on precepts. Regretfully, most of them were lost due to the continuous
disasters of war in China. Vinaya Master Jianyu¢ also wrote 7he Repentance
Dharma of the Medicine Master, but it too is lost. Vinaya Master Dud
Jianyue shut himself up to cultivate the Pratyutpanna Samadhi twice when
he was around fifty years old. In his enlightment, he could see that the
Dharma body of the Buddha pervades all over the world, bringing forth
the appearance of a vast and long tongue and emitting great light. When
Master Jianyu¢ was cremented, a Buddha image appeared in the midst of
the flames.

We can absolutely trust the simplified version, the Practice of the Great
Compassion Heart Mantra of a Thousand Hands and a Thousand Eyes from
the understanding of cultivation, practice and the upholding of precepts
by Vinaya Master Jianyue. I think we can definitely follow his version even
though he had shrunk the repentance ritual from twenty one days to two
hours, in addition to his deletion of the Tiantdi School contemplations.

Chan Master Juche Jixian (beginning of Qing, end of Ming Dynasty)

In the Practice of the Great Compassion Heart Mantra of a Thousand
Hands and a Thousand Eyes, a sramana Jixian at Jiahe is mentioned. He
helped with graphics, proofreading and printing. I can only find out that
he was Great Master Juche during the Kangxi period in the Qing Dynasty.
His posthumous title is Jixian. He called himself Jingye (pure karma)
Bhikshu. This Great Master composed and illustrated the Praises of the
Ien Cows of Universal Light. He also wrote the Compilation of the Main
Commentary Collection on the Yoga Ritual of the Flaming Mouth. Whether
or not the eighty-four images printed with the Great Compassion Mantra
was his work on adding illustrations requires further investigation.

5 To be continued
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