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The Sutra of the Past Vows of
Earth Store Bodhisattva with Commentary
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CHAPTER THREE:

CoNTEMPLATING THE Karmic ConDITIONS OF BEINGS
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Iron eagles peck at the offenders’ eyes and heads, and
crack open the skulls to eat the brains. And one type of iron
serpents in particular wrap around their necks. Long nails
are driven into all their limbs and joints. Their tongues
are pulled out, stretched, and then plowed through.
Don't lie or engage in gossip. Regardless of how others
treat us, we refuse to critique others. For if we do, we will
enter this hell and our tongue will be ripped out or plowed
through like a field. Their intestines are ripped out and
chopped up. Molten copper is poured into their mouths,
and their bodies are bound with hot iron. Responses to
their karma go on like that throughout at least hundreds
of thousands of deaths and rebirths. They undergo ten
thousand deaths and as many births, in a single day. Such
are the results brought about by their karma. They pass
through millions of eons seeking escape in vain. Once
they enter this hell, they must stay for a few million eons
at the minimum. It is difficult to leave this hell. There is no
day of departure in sight.

Sutra:

When this world is destroyed, they find themselves in
another world. When that world is destroyed, they pass
on to another one. When that world, too, is destroyed,
they move on to another one. When this world comes
into being again, they return here. The situation involving
relentless retribution for offenses is like that.
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