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The Opening Ceremony of the Mountain Gate at
Blessings, Prosperity and Longevity Monastery
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By Tam Huynh
Chinese Translated by Rengong Kou

Blessings, Prosperity and Longevity Monastery (BPLM) in Long
Beach, Southern California held the opening ceremony of BPLM’s
Mountain Gate on August 29, 2025. There was also a three-day
Dharma assembly to celebrate its completion. BPLM was formerly
a bank building. To renovate the entrance, groundbreaking took
place in April 2023, marking the start of construction of the
new Mountain Gate, which was completed in August 2025. The
majestic Mountain Gate, crafted in the architectural style of
Chinese monasteries of old, beckons and welcomes all who enter
to bask in the Buddha’s wisdom light, harmonizing with the light
of our Buddha nature so that all are bathed in serene and refreshing
coolness. As the verse chanted during the opening ceremony of
BPLM’s Mountain Gate proclaims: “Entering this gate, cultivating
wholesome fruits together; gathering in this place, attaining Bodhi
together.”
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BPLM’s opening ceremony of the Mountain Gate was a very
special starting point to a weekend filled with the most meaningful
Dharma practice of cultivating filial compassion toward our loved
ones and all living beings during the Ullambana season. Further
events included the Eightfold Vegetarian Precepts, reciting the
Earth Store Sutra and the Ullambana Sutra, bowing the Earth Store
Repentance and reciting the powerful “True Words for Eliminating
Fixed Karma,” the Candlelight Ceremony, the Dharma lecture,
concluding with the Grand Meng Shan Ceremony to feed the
hungry unseen beings.

Friday, August 29, 2025

On the last Friday of August, bathed in glorious sunshine, a
special ambiance filled the air at BPLM. For months, the Dharma
Masters and sincere volunteers have prepared for this special
occasion—the opening ceremony of the Mountain Gate. The
newly constructed Mountain Gate, draped in vivid red ribbons,
festive and bright, fluttered in the gentle breeze, inviting devotees
to enter to take part in the evening’s Dharma Assembly. The
Evening Ceremony started at 5 pm; by 6 pm, the Buddha Hall
was filled to capacity. The opening ceremony started with the
recitation of the Sarangama Mantra, followed by paying homage
to the Triple Jewel and the Venerable Master.

The Assembly then proceeded outside, all the while sincerely
reciting the sacred phrase “Om Mani Padme Him.” With the
Assembly gathering in front of the Mountain Gate, the opening
verse, “Lucky by day and lucky by night; /Always lucky by day
and night; /All Buddhas and Bodhisattvas enter this Gate, /That is
why this place is most auspicious” was chanted in three languages,
Chinese, Vietnamese, English, followed by five lines from the
Sarangama Mantra, the ribbon cutting ceremony was underway.
In unison, the Assembly chanted “Open” as the red fabric came
down to reveal the Chinese characters of Blessings, Prosperity
and Longevity Monastery, in golden bas-relief. The characters
glimmered brightly against the backdrop of the setting sun as
delicate flowers were scattered and colorful balloons were released.
The Assembly then mindfully walked around the Monastery
grounds, circumambulated the Vairocana Buddha image seated
serenely under the Bodhi tree, as the melodious chanting of “Om
Mani Padme Hiim” reverberated resonantly throughout the open
space, bringing to a perfect completion the opening ceremony of
the newly minted Mountain Gate.
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the the Purifying
Boundaries Ceremony took place, preparing the Bodhimanda
for the two-day Dharma Assembly which followed. Friday
evening’s last Dharma Assembly was the chanting of Earth

Following opening ceremony,

Store Bodhisattva’s Mantra for Eliminating Fixed Karma. The
Assembly’s collective chanting of the True Words, “Om bwo
la mwo ling sva ha” filled the Buddha Hall with a powerful
energy, invigorating and uplifting, cleansing away cumulative
karma from countless kalpas past.

Saturday, August 30

The transmission of the Eightfold Vegetarian Precepts took
place in the morning. The adorned Precept Transmission
Ceremony was conducted in three languages, Chinese,
Vietnamese and English. Having the chance for laypeople
to live the pure life of a monastic for at least one day and
one night and dedicating the merit to living beings is
most precious indeed. Following the Precept Transmission
Ceremony, the Earth Store Sutra was recited, offering everyone
the opportunity to practice filial conduct as the deep, vast
vows of Earth Store Bodhisattva permeated our hearts. In
the evening, the Dharma talk was filled with wisdom and
practical advice for daily cultivation.

Following the Dharma talk, BPLM’s signature Candle
Light Ceremony filled the Buddha Hall with warm radiance
and uplifting energy. With lighted candles in hand, the
Great Assembly mindfully circumambulated the Buddha
Hall chanting the Mantra, “Om bwo la mwo ling sva ha” with
heartfelt sincerity, ending the day on a glowing note.

Sunday, August 31

The day’s Dharma Assembly began with recitation of
the Ullambana Sitra. The chanting of the True Words for
Repaying Parents’ Kindness offered yet another precious
chance to emulate the filial conduct of the honorable Maha
Maudgalyayana, dedicating the merit to our kin from this
life and countless lives past to repay their deep kindness. In
the afternoon, the Great Assembly bowed to the Earth Store
Bodhisattva Repentance. The profoundly moving Repentance
served to cleanse away negative karma from countless kalpas
past, presenting an opportunity for deep reflection and the
promise of renewal and growth.
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The Grand Meng Shan Ceremony took place Sunday evening,
providing the closing to the three-day Dharma Assembly. The solemn
and elaborate Ceremony was a chance to cultivate boundless compassion
toward the unseen living beings of the underworld, providing them with
both physical sustenance of food, drink and spiritual sustenance through
Dharma guidance. The Assembly gathered in the Buddha Hall, attentive
and reverent, as the Dharma Masters carried out the age-old ceremonial
ritual to liberate the hungry ghosts and spirits. The collective presence
of the Great Assembly contributed to the powerful energy pervading the
atmosphere. May the boundless merit and virtue generated bring liberation
to the suffering ghosts and spirits, so that they forever leave the lower
realms and be reborn in Amitabha Buddha’s Land of Ultimate Bliss.

The three-day Dharma Assembly held at BPLM was most auspicious and
deeply meaningful. The opening ceremony of the Mountain Gate served
as the starting point for devotees to enter the Dharma door of cultivating
wisdom and compassion, dedicating the merit and virtue to our loved ones
and all living beings throughout the Dharma Realm during this sacred
Ullambana Season. Each of the Dharma Assemblies was most powerful
and memorable in and of themselves, leaving lasting memories and filling
everyone with utmost Dharma joy. May the wholesome Dharma seeds we
planted quickly bear fruit so that all may attain Bodhi together. #
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Dharma Master Shide from Taiwan Presents
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The Heart Sutra Three Dharma Seals lllustrated Transformation
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Written and Translated by Huang Dun
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demonstration.

On September 24, 2025, Dharma Master Shide (Dharma
name Rujian Shi), a Taiwanese bhikshuni, delivered a lecture at
Dharma Realm Buddhist University (DRBU) on her work The
Heart Sutra Three Dharma Seals Illustrated Transformation.
This event combined alecture, meditation, and alive calligraphy

Dharma Master Shide, known for her early mastery
of Chinese calligraphy, painting and seal carving, entered
monastic life at the age of thirty-five. Renouncing her early
artistic pursuits, she devoted herself to spiritual cultivation.
Shereturned to artistic creation after Taiwan’s 1999 earthquake,
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