Borobudur: A Buddhist Monument in Central Java
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with a specific geometry: a grid

Creatinga Womb Mandala
(garbhadhatu-mandala) starts ;f:, .

divided in three. Each section

of a three-by-three grid can ¢

be divided again to form a
nine-by-nine grid, continuing
outward in multiples of three.

Borobudur takes this logic I
to the third dimension. By (
raising three to the power of
three (3%), we get 27. A grid
of 27x27 results in 729 squares. Remarkably, 729 is the total
number of Buddha images at Borobudur if we account for
the unseen: 108 invisible images at the temple’s nadir and
zenith, combined with the visible images on the terraces,
inside the perforated stupas, and at the main stupa. This
means Borobudur’s layout is fundamentally based on the
number 27, serving as the blueprint for both the statues and
the relief panels.

There is also deep cosmic symbolism in the 108 niches
above the balustrades, known as “Dharma light doors.” With
108 on each of the four sides, the total is 432. This figure
evokes the kalpa—a cosmic epoch of 4,320,000,000 years, or
half a day of Brahma. Therefore, the terraces form a physical
representation of time: an “auspicious kalpa” (bhadrakalpa)
encircling the temple. This is a signature trait of the Diamond
Mandala (vajradhatu-mandala).

Ultimately, Borobudur combines these two sacred
geometries. It merges the Womb and Diamond Mandalas

to create a truly unique, three-dimensional model of the
Dharma Realm.
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The Kayumwungan inscription also records that
King Samaratunga enlarged the lower part of Borobudur
to create a tenfold structure. If one counts the stories
from the lowest square terrace up to the highest circular
terrace, the total is ten stories, with the main stupa
situated on the eleventh layer.

Based on this count, Borobudur is designed to
symbolize the ten Bodhisattva grounds (dasabhtmi),
while the main stupa represents the Tathagata ground
(tathagatabhtmi). This symbolism corresponds to the
term Bhamisambhara inscribed on the Tri Tepusan
inscription. This name can be traced back to the Sanskrit
compound tathagatabhtimisambharajfiana recorded
in the section on Indriyesvara (in the Entering the
Dharma Realm Chapter), as well as the bhiitmisambhara
in the chapter on Samantabhadra’s Conduct and Vows
of Gandavyuha Chapter.

The described

Kayumwungan inscription are corroborated by physical

structural modifications in the
evidence found at Borobudur’s encased base and beneath
the upper circular terraces.

When these architectural adjustments are analyzed
alongside standard stupa construction manuals, a
clear shift in intent emerges. It appears the architect
originally designed the stupa to commemorate the four
holy events in the life of Sakyamuni. However, the plan
was subsequently altered to memorialize the Eight Great
Miracles instead.

The observance of the Eight Great Miracles at
Borobudur is evidenced by the discovery of thousands
of votive clay stupikas in the temple courtyard. Dating
to the construction period, these artifacts feature domes
embedded with eight smaller stupikas.

Borobudur’s final vertical form appears to follow
standard manuals for constructing the Eight Great
Caityas (astamahasthanacaitya), effectively synthesizing
eight distinct monuments into a single, integrated
structure. Geographically, these eight miracles occurred
within the region traversed by Sakyamuni, and the
locations have since become significant pilgrimage sites

for Buddhists.
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