A Basic Introduction to the
Great Compassion Repentance (Il)
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An Excerpt from Upasika Stella Tan's Saturday Dharma Lecture at Gold Mountain Monastery
English Translated by Guo Shu, edited by Janice Storss
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Explanation of the Title: the Practice on the Great Compassion
Heart Mantra of a Thousand Hands and a Thousand Eyes or the
Great Compassion Repentance Dharma for short.

Thousand Hands and Thousand Eyes: Many people might have
seen a Bodhisattva statue that has many hands, all holding different
kinds of Dharma instruments. There is an eye carved on each palm.
This is the Dharma statue of a thousand hands and a thousand eyes of
Guanyin Bodhisattva.

The King of a Thousand Lights Calmly-residing Tathagata felt
pity for all sentient beings and passed the Dharani of the Great
Compassion Mind to Guanyin Bodhisattva. Guanyin Bodhisattva
immediately grew a thousand hands and a thousand eyes by vowing to
benefit all sentient beings. At that time, Guanyin Bodhisattva entered
the Fearless Samadhi. There were twenty five Bodhisattvas who came
forth from the Samadhi light. They had eleven faces and each one of
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them possessed forty hands with one eye on each palm. Twenty five
Bodhisattvas had forty hands and forty eyes apiece, adding up to a
thousand hands and a thousand eyes. Guanyin Bodhisattva then sent
them off to impact the twenty five destinies and to cross over and save
sentient beings from samsdra. (Refer to the Esoteric Dharma Sutra of
the Thousand Light Eye Contemplation at Ease Bodpisattva)

There is a verse describing these twenty five destinies, which are
the places of transmigration of birth and death:

Four continents and four evil destinies,
Six Desire Heavens and Brahma Heaven,
Four Dhyana Heavens and Four Formless,
No-thought and the Five Pure-dwelling.

These are the four great continents mentioned in Buddhism, the
four evil destinies, the six Desire Heavens, the Great Brahma Heaven,
the Four Dhyana Heavens, the Asamjfiasattva Heaven (the Heaven
of No Thought), the Panca-suddhavasa Heavens (the Five Pure-
dwelling Heavens), and the Caturarapya Heavens (the Four Formless
Heavens)”.

We always see the statue of Guanyin with forty hands and eyes or
plus his two hands become a Guanyin statue with forty-two hands
and eyes.

In the text of the Great Compassion Repentance, Great Master
Fazhi didn’t put in the cultivation of the forty-two hands and eyes.
The Forty-two hands and eyes is esoteric Dharma. One can easily
make mistakes by groundless practice and blind cultivation and hurt
oneself and others if one is greedy for spiritual penetration. It is better
to cultivate the Dharma door of the Great Compassion Mantra with
a straight mind that could easily gain response.

So Great Master Fazhi only teaches us to repent present karma,
and vigorously cultivate the three pure karmas, planting the cause
for the Pure Land so as seek rebirth in the World of Ultimate Bliss.
Venerable Master Hua once wrote a verse to explain the method to
cultivate the Great Compassion Mantra.

Great compassion and great mantra penetrates earth and heaven,

Recite one hundred times a day for one thousand days, the ten kings
of Hell are happy.

Great compassion and great mercy can cure illness

A great sign-board of prestige will be hung once the mirror of sin
reveal ones deeds on earth.
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To cultivate this Dharma door in order to get away from incarnation
and the three evil paths, one has to recite the Great Compassion
Mantra 108 times daily without interruption for three years (one
thousand days). One can also gain respect from the ghosts of the hells
after death and extend the lifespan and dispel sickness during life.

It is stated in the Dharani Sutra of the Grear Compassion Mind.:
“Guanyin Bodhisattva said to the Buddha, “World Honored One,
I have a Mantra called the Great Compassion Heart Dharani and I
want to speak it out.”

What is Great Compassion? Lets talk about compassion and
mercy first. Compassion can give one joy while mercy can pull one
out of suffering. It states in the “Chapter on the Conduct and Vows of
Samantabhadra Bodhisattva” in the Avatamsaka Sutra: “All Buddhas
Thus Come Ones consider the mind of great Compassion their body.
They bring forth Great Compassion for the sake of living beings. Their
bodhi mind grows because of great compassion. They can then gain
equal and proper enlightenment due to the bodhi mind.”

The Maha-prajnaparamita Sitra says, “Bodhisattvas are not born
from other wholesomeness, but from Great Compassion.” One can't
become a Buddha or a Bodhisattva without compassion and mercy.
Ordinarily we think of compassion and mercy as relieving others from
suffering and supporting others in distress. You can donate money
to others who face difficulty in life. This is the gift of money. When
you comfort and help those who are sick and have no money to see a
doctor, you have achieved the giving of money as well as the relief of
fear. However, these can only solve suffering of living beings at one
time or during life. That person still is not able to get rid of sufferings
completely. Whereas, the great compassion of the Bodhisattvas, using
the power of wisdom as Dharma giving and teach living beings how
to leave the Three Realms, that is thorough. This is great compassion!

Appearances reveal our mind. In the Dbarani Sutra of the Great
Compassion Mind there is a paragraph that talked about the Great
Brahma King, who for the sake of living beings invited the Guanyin
Bodhisattva to describe the appearance and features of the Great
Compassion Mind Dharani. Guanyin Bodhisattva said, “This is the
mind of great compassion and mercy, the equal mind, the non-active
mind, the unpolluted mind, the mind of empty contemplation, the
mind of respect, the humble mind, the non-chaotic mind, the mind
of non-heterodox views, and the unsurpassed Bodhi mind. You should
know that these are the appearances of the Dharani. You should

cultivate complying with that.”
£ To be continued



