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The Sutra of Emperor Wu of Liang Dynasty Inquiring
of Chan Master Zhi Gong about Cause and Effect (contnued)
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English Translated by the Early Bird Translation Group
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(Continue from Issue 660)

The verse goes:

The working of Cause and Effect is never off by the
slightest.

Since days of old, when has anyone ever planted beans
but reaped hemp?

If doing good earns no merit and doing evil creates
no offenses,

How can sages and worthy ones inspire faith in others?

Emperor Wu continued by asking, “Someone
makes offerings of grains to monastics, either
randomly or on a monthly basis: what is his blessing?”

Master Zhi Gong answered, “Such acts of charity
bring immense benefits should the donors perform
them with a long lasting faithful mind, and a happy
and non-retreating mind. If they perform these acts
without a happy and willing mind, they only attain
few blessings. The faithful laypeople should bring
forth a wholesome resolve, while the monastics
should receive the offerings with a sense of shame and
gratitude.

As the Vinaya says, “This offering of a meal is the
fruit of work and care; I reflect on my conduct to see
if I have truly earned my share...Even just one grain
of rice that I eat is the fruit of farmers’ toil and sweat.
If I am not worthy of the offerings, I will have to wear
fur and horns in my future lives to repay the debt.’

Thus, those who receive the offerings must work
hard to attend to the duties of the Three Jewels, such
as bowing to the Buddhas and reciting sutras, so
that they can repay the kindness of the four kinds of
benefactors. Through the beneficiaries’ (monastics’)
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cultivation, those benefactors in this life can hopefully have their disasters dispelled
and their blessings increased, and in the future, they can also attain Buddhahood.

The verse goes:
If we are to open the Buddhadharma door,
We should earnestly make offerings to Buddhas and Sangha.
The Tathagata dispenses the teaching with many expedient means,
Allowing humans and gods to plant blessings.

Blessings accumulate like dripping water making the river rise.
A small act of giving generates a wave of grateful hearts.
Disbelieve this? Take a look at Emperor Wu of Liang,

Who once gave a bamboo hat and has now become an emperor.

An Arhat verse says:

Being a prime minister, a duke, or a king —

v
Such riches and glory stem from oneés cultivation in the past: 5
In one’s past lives, one happily practiced giving; g
Praying to the Buddha gains one upright and dignified features. ;
Without cultivation, where can one possibly attain blessings? g
By practicing pure conduct, one becomes an immortal or a Buddha. "
Shakyamuni Buddha was originally a royal prince; >
Guanyin Bodpisattva was a saintly maiden cultivator. ™

King Ashoka did not cling to the splendor of the royal palace.

He abandoned his position and went to the mountains to practice asceticism;
[ encourage all men and women, including any virtuous ones:

Never be stingy when it comes to developing wholesome affinities;

Do not wait because one day you might be involved in a lawsuit.

When entangled in a lawsuit, you must spend a lot of money.

Moreover, inciting discord and hatred, you commit limitless offenses,

Causing two families to fight and lose money in the process.

[ advise you to cool down the heat of your temper;
Why bother to angrily bring a grievance to the court?

= For those who are muddled and most obstinate,
Even if immortals were to come and teach, it would only be in vain.
10 raise a thousand dollars through improper means can be quite easy;

10 raise a dollar through proper means is quite difficult.
; 4 Despite the difficulty, those who are willing to practice giving dont complain;
" To truly cultivate kindness, compassion, and joyful giving is quite extraordinary!

s> To be continued
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