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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua
English Translated by the International Translation Institute

Revised by Bhikshuni Jin Zheng

7. Na Mo Sa Po

Paying reverence to all Mahasattvas,

In the pure field of blessings, grow bodbi sprouts.
Nurture and water them, be constantly vigorous.
With merit perfected and fruition full,

you can join the Dragon Flower.

Explanation:

“Na mo” is translated as “to take refuge with one’s life,” while “Sa
po” (Sarva) is translated as “all” or “everything.”

Paying reverence to all Mahasattvas. One returns one’s life
to all the Great Bodhisattvas, the sages and saints of the Sangha,
like Guanyin Bodhisattva, Great Strength Bodhisattva, Manjushri
Bodhisattva, Universal Worthy Bodhisattva, as well as all the arhats.
The sages and saints of the sangha comprise a “field of blessings.”

In the pure field of blessings grow bodhi sprouts. Not only
the sages and saints of the Sangha comprise a “field of blessings,”
monastics themselves are also fields of blessings—pure fields of
blessings that can give rise to the sprout of bodhi. If you are reverent
to all Bodhisattvas, then you plant the reward of blessings and the
sprout of bodhi.

Nurture and water them, be constantly vigorous. You have to
nourish and tend your bodhi sprout by constantly being vigorous in
your cultivation.

With merit perfected and fruition full, you can join the Dragon
Flower. When your merit and virtue are perfected, you can attend
the Dragon Flower Assembly, the Dharma Assembly of Maitreya
Bodhisattva when he becomes a Buddha in the future. So, if you
cultivate now, in the future you can join the Dragon Flower Assembly.
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