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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

English Translated by the International Translation Institute

Ocean dragons live in the dragon palace and are
the leaders of all the fish and marine life. There are
also dragons in charge of making rain and dragons
in charge of guarding treasuries of precious things
buried in the earth. In the ancient days, there were
many, many dragons. Nowadays people cannot see
them, so they think they don’t exist. Actually, there
are many of them.

When the Nanhua

Monastery, there was a poisonous dragon there. The

Sixth Patriarch was at

poisonous vapor that he spurted from his mouth
made people sick, and some even died because of it.
The present-day Chan Hall at Nanhua Monastery was
built over what used to be the lake of this poisonous
dragon. The surface area of the lake was about an
acre. But nobody knew exactly how deep it was. This
dragon wasn’t a good dragon; it was poisonous and
would hurt people. The left-home people at Nanhua
Monastery often got sick because of it.

One time the dragon displayed its spiritual powers
to the Sixth Patriarch, appearing in a body so big that
it filled up the entire lake. When the Sixth Patriarch
saw this, he laughed. “Hah!” he said. “You may be
able to manifest in a big body, but I bet you can’t
manifest in a small one! Youre not that talented.”
Hearing this challenge, the dragon suddenly made
its big body disappear and manifested in a small
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body instead, a body about a foot long and skipping along
the surface of the water. The Sixth Patriarch said, “Oh, so
you've got some talent after all. So, you can be big or small
at will, but I bet you don’t dare to jump into my bowl here!”
When the dragon heard this, it jumped straight into the
Sixth Patriarch’s bowl.

“Now that you've come in, you won’t be able to get out!”
said the Sixth Patriarch.

The dragon tried every trick it knew, but it couldn’t get
out of the bowl. The dragon had been tricked! The Sixth
Patriarch said, “Don’t be so feisty! How did you turn into a
poisonous dragon? You cultivated in past lives. You planted
good roots. You heard the Buddhadharma in the past, but
your hatred was too strong and your temper was too big.
You vigorously investigated the Buddhadharma but didn’t
observe the precepts, so now you've fallen into the body of a
dragon. You shouldn’t think you're so talented just because
you can make yourself big or small or visible or invisible.
Here you are, in my bowl, and you cant get out.” Hearing
this, the dragon was tamed and it quit trying to jump out.

The Sixth Patriarch then taught the dragon the Dharma.
Having understood the Dharma, it cast off its dragon body.
Its skeleton was preserved at Nanhua Monastery for a long
time, but later it was lost in the course of a war in that area. So
that’s the story of the Sixth Patriarch taming the poisonous
dragon.

During the Tang dynasty, there was a minister by the
name of Wei Zheng. Although he was an official in the
human realm, he was able to ascend to the heavens to serve
as a heavenly official. At that time there was a dragon whom
everyone called the little white dragon. This dragon was
asked [by the Jade Emperor] to make only an inch and a
third of rain, but it sent down a foot and a third instead, so
all the crops were completely flooded. This was a violation
of the laws of the heavens, so Wei Zheng was ordered to slay
the little white dragon.

The little white dragon knew that Wei Zheng was coming
after it, so it appeared in a dream to Emperor Taizong of Tang
and pleaded, “You are a ‘dragon’ and so am I. You should save
me.” The emperor said, “Since we're both dragons, brother,
I’ll certainly help you out. How can I save you?”

sdTo be continued



