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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
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Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Ching

Because living beings have discriminations, they see the various
bodies of the Buddha. However, if the Buddha’s body has no shape or
form, then how can living beings see the Buddha’s form and appearance?
How can they see his thirty-two marks and eighty subtle characteristics?
It’s because he accords with living beings’ discriminating minds that he
manifests, the thirty-two marks and eighty subtle characteristics.

In general, living beings’ minds discriminate good and bad. Since
the Buddha wants to cause them to bring forth the Bodhi mind, he first
wants to make them happy. What makes them happy? They like things
that look good. Men look for beautiful women, and women look for
handsome men. This proves that everyone likes things that look good
and they don’t like things that are ugly. You say, “Dharma Master, you're
lecturing the Sutras—how can you talk about that!” Well, if I don’t talk
about it, then what am I going to talk about!

An ancient said, “The way of the superior person starts with the
husband and wife.” In this world, there are just two people. One man
and one woman, and it’s they who make the world. It wasnt Adam and
Eve. You should get this clear. And it wasnt God who took clay and
created man and woman and made the world. That’s just a child’s fairy
tale. It wasn’t like that at all.

Then ultimately how did it happen? Now there isn’t time to talk about
it, but everything in the conditioned world is made from the husband
and wife. From the couple there come children and then there are the
fathers and sons, brothers and sisters, people and self. In the world there
is just male and female—the yiz and yang.

One yin and one yang make the Way.

Excessive yin or excessive yang results in an imbalance.
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If you don’t accord with the principles of yiz and yang then
you'll run into trouble.

When you cultivate the Way, you return to the root and
go back to the source. To do this, men have to go from /i =,
which has a broken line in the middle, and change to gian
=, which has three unbroken lines. This is the process for
men who cultivate the Way. Women have to go from kan =,
which has an unbroken line in the middle, and change to kun
=2, which has three broken lines. Qian represents men and
kun represents women. When you return to the root and go
back to the source, men return to pure youths and women
return to virgin maidens. Women become like the Dragon
Girl (Naga-kanya) and men become like the Pure Youth Good
Wealth (Sudhanakumara) or Wei Tuo (Skanda). They are
representatives of the principle in discussion. This is what it
means to cultivate the Way.

Because living beings have minds that make discriminations
between wholesome and unwholesome, good and bad, petty
people and gentlemen, the Buddha manifests his thirty-two
marks and eighty subtle characteristics according to their
minds. They see the various bodies of the Buddha. They see
that the Buddha has lots of different bodies. These differences
result from making transformation bodies to accord with the
minds of beings, and they are inexhaustible and boundless.
According to the minds of living beings, the Buddha manifests
various bodies. Similarly,

In the water of a thousand pools, a thousand moons appear.
Without a cloud for ten thousand miles, there are ten thousand
miles of sky.

If you look in a thousand pools of water, the moon will
appear in all of them. Although the moon appears in each pool,
it’s not the case that the moon is really in the water, because the
moon is still up in space. But it is reflected in the water.

Thus it is said, “If the water of wisdom is pure in the minds
of living beings, then the Buddha’s Dharma body will manifest
within it.” This is for sure. If your mind doesn’t have selfish
desire or any false thinking then your wisdom will manifest.
Why doesn’t your wisdom manifest? It’s because your ignorance
is too heavy. Ignorance is darkness and wisdom is brightness.
If you have wisdom then you will always manifest light. But if

you have ignorance then you’ll always be black.
£0To be continued



