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The Analects of Confucius (continueq)
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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hua
English Translation by Yong Wei Kwong
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Chapter 6: As for Yong

[Upasaka Chen’s Explanation]

When Béniu was ill. The illness that B6nit was afflicted with is not
specified, but it must have been very serious. The ancient texts mention
that he had leprosy but did not clarify further. The Master went to inquire
after him. Confucius visited him to ask about his illness.

Why was it that he clasped his hand through the window? It was
because Confucius did not enter Bénit’'s room. The character ‘Hg (you)
refers to the south-facing window. 7he Book of Rites cites an example of a
sick person who was staying in a room with a north-facing window. If the
state ruler paid a visit, his family members had to move him to a room
with a south-facing window so that the ruler could be seated facing south
while inquiring after him. In this case, Rain GéngH#f’s family intended
to follow the same protocol. As one who observed the rites most strictly,
Confucius did not want other people to accord him this kind of courtesy
because he was not the sovereign. Therefore, he refrained from entering
the room but merely reached inside the window to clasp Boniu’s hand.

There is another explanation that goes like this: As Rin Géng’s illness
was so severe, his family members were worried that he might transmit the
infection to Confucius, and so they dissuaded Master Kong from going
inside his room. Being extremely concerned about his student, Confucius
was not afraid of contracting the disease and proceeded to put his hand
through the window to clasp Ridn Géng’s hand.

While holding his hand, Confucius realized how terribly ill Rin Géng
was, and so he sighed, “We will lose him soon.” He is dying! As Confucius
probably could not feel his pulse when he touched his wrist, he lamented,
“Alas, this is his destiny!” This is all fated. “How could such a person
be stricken with such an illness?” Why is such a good person afflicted
with this type of terrible illness? This was because Ran Géng was one of
Confucius’ best students, ranked after Yan Hui 2[5 and Min Ziqian -7
%&. He was such a fine student and yet he contracted this horrible malady
and was about to die. For this reason, Confucius was extremely grieved
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and continued lamenting: “How could such a person be stricken
with such an illness?” Why is it that such a good person like him
can end up with such a horrible illness?

[ Venerable Master’s Commentary ]
Do not twist and turn the facts. All of you must read the text
with an impartial mind. An example is this passage:

“When Béniti was ill, the Master went to inquire after
him. Clasping his hand through the window, the Master
sighed, “We will lose him soon. Alas, this is his destiny! How
could such a person be stricken with such an illness? How
could such a person be stricken with such an illness?”

Some of you said, “This is a life-threatening illness. Probably,
this is what human life is all about. Due to the karma he created
in past lives, he ought to suffer in this way! This is the reason
that such a person can end up with such an illness! A person like
him can also get this kind of sickness!” It sounds like Confucius
was repining at Heaven and laying blame on the patient himself.
Would Confucius do that? Definitely not! This is an exclamatory
remark. Confucius was bemoaning the fact that Bénid, being
such a good person, was afflicted with this kind of sickness.
Who would have thought that he would contract this incurable
disease? As for the ‘illness’, we cannot speculate that it was
leprosy or whatever disease. Suffice it to say that it was a fatal and
untreatable illness. The disease had already attacked his vitals
and it was impossible to cure. Even if a physician who could
perform miracles came to treat him, it would be hopeless.

Why did Confucius clasp his hand through the window?
It was because Bénid’s family wanted to use the princely rites
to receive Confucius but he refused to accept such excessive
treatment. Therefore, he did not enter B6nit’s room. His refusal,
however, led people in later generations who had no sense of
propriety to surmise: Béniti was probably afflicted with a
contagious disease! This is called ‘nit-picking.” With the mind of
a petty person, they attempt to gauge the hearts of the sages and
worthies.

In terms of the Buddhist teaching of cause and effect, Bénid’s
illness was just a manifestation. Although he was a very good
person, he was still afflicted with such a vile illness. This is simply

the result of karmic retribution.
s To be continued
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