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Forty Years of Passing on the Flame
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By Gold Buddha Monastery Monastery in Vancouver, Canada

English translated by Miguel Gracia-Zhang
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Confucius once said, “At thirty, I stood firm; at forty, I had
On September 1, 2024, Gold Buddha Monastery
celebrated its 40™ anniversary. On this important day, the

no doubts.”

groundbreaking ceremony for Manjushri Pavilion, a meditation
center, was also held.

Gold Buddha Monastery had the honor of inviting nine
bhikshus, twenty-three bhikshunis, and hundreds of laymen and
laywomen to witness this grand event.

The presiding Dharma Master, Reverend Heng Sure, shared
his connection with Gold Buddha Monastery the day before.
He recalled how he and Dharma Master Heng Chau had just
completed their “three-steps-one-bow” pilgrimage from Los
Angeles to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, praying for world
peace, when Venerable Master asked, “Are you willing to go to

Canada to establish the second branch of Dharma Realm Buddhist

Association?”
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The two Dharma Masters, following their teacher’s instructions,
arrived in Vancouver to found Gold Buddha Monastery, initiating
the traditions of Liberating Life and giving Dharma talks.

Reverend Sure recounted that the monastery was located in
Chinatown, just across a small alley from a fish market. Every
morning before dawn, baskets of fish would arrive at the market
next door, filling the air with a pungent fishy smell. Later, they
came up with the idea of buying fish to release them; as the saying
goes: “When you have a dream, the whole world will help you
fulfill i.” A Buddhist police officer learned of the monastery’s life-
release practice and offered his assistance, saying he had the keys
to the harbor gate, allowing the fish and shrimp to be returned to
the ocean.

Forty years later, the tradition of Liberating Life continues to
thrive, and everyone in Vancouver knows: if you want to Liberate
Life, you go to Gold Buddha Monastery!

Before setting out on their journey to Vancouver, the Venerable
Master specifically instructed them to give two Dharma talks a day
and mandated that they could only use English for the teachings.
Why? At the time, Vancouver had two other temples—one that
taught in Mandarin and another in Cantonese. The Venerable
Master, recognizing the rarity of “blue-eyed” practitioners in
Buddhism, said they could not compete for the same followers.
This showed the wisdom and compassion of the Venerable Master.
To this day, giving Dharma talks remains a tradition at Gold
Buddha Monastery, and Vancouver Buddhists often say, “If you
want to hear the Dharma, you go to Gold Buddha Monastery!”

At 8:30 a.m. on the day of the ceremony, the assembly
chanted the name of Guanyin Bodhisattva. It proceeded to the
parking lot across the street for the Purifying the Boundaries and
groundbreaking ceremonies. They prayed for the Earth Deities and
Mountain Spirits to compassionately protect Manjushri Pavilion
and ensure smooth construction so that, once completed, the
center would turn the Dharma wheel and help all beings swiftly
attain Buddhahood.

The ceremonies were followed by a dragon and lion dance
performance by students from Instilling Goodness School at the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, captivating the audience and
neighbors alike with their movements, drawing gasps of awe and
applause. Next came a taiko drumming performance that earned

thunderous applause.
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Regarding the Manjushri Pavilion, the fourfold disciples assembly
had already begun planning in 2016. After years of effort, a detailed
blueprint finally emerged: a five-story building with three floors of
single-occupancy rooms, providing a full-time curriculum for forty-
one students to facilitate systematic Buddhist study and individual
practice. Additionally, elective courses will be offered to welcome
anyone wishing to delve deeper into Buddhist teachings.

The top floor will feature a spacious Chan Hall facing the
mountains; the third and fourth floors will have open courtyards
where sunlight will stream through skylights, creating an ideal space
for personal study and group discussions.

On the first floor, the entrance will house a memorial hall for
Venerable Master Hua, allowing visitors to reflect on his teachings. At
the same time, passersby receive his blessings through the large glass
windows. Manjushri Pavilion Meditation Center truly embodies the
vision of Venerable Master Hua, who is dedicated to spreading the
Dharma in the West.

At 11:00 a.m., bells and drums resonated, reaching the six heavens
of the desire realm above and penetrating the iron ring mountains
below. Young and older people promptly put down their tasks and
folded their hands reverently. Led by the sound of the hand-bell, the
assembly solemnly began the High Meal Offering ceremony. Four
Bhikshus each holding a staff, a 7uyi (as-you-wish) scepter, a whisk,
and an alms bowl followed Reverend Heng Sure, who struck the staff

three times, beginning the Dharma talk:

Wisdom knows no East or West; suffering exists everywbhere.
Who can guide us on the path to liberation?

The assembly of faithful listeners heard these precious words of
Dharma, passed down by the Venerable Master to his disciples, and
today passed on by his disciples to all sentient beings with karmic
affinity. The flame of wisdom continues to be passed on from
generation to generation, filling their hearts with Dharma joy.

In the afternoon, thirty-nine laymen and laywomen received
the Three Refuges and Five Precepts, purifying their hearts and
officially becoming true disciples of the Buddha, shouldering the
responsibility to continue the Buddha’s wisdom life. It is certain
that Venerable Master Hua would be pleased to see Gold Buddha
Monastery continuing the Tathagata’s work for another forty years

and for countless more forty-year periods to come. &

SepTEmMBER 2024 VAJRA BopH! SEA 145

e ‘ SMIN WIV3ZY VNEVHQ



