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Deportment Guidelines for Buddhist Practitioners
(Living at Home) (continued)
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Narrated by Dharma Master Shanyin
English Translated by Early Bird Translation Team

(Continued from issue #618) When well-off, one should live
frugally, like an ordinary person, and use any excess wealth to benefit
society—whether through charitable causes, spreading the Dharma,
or supporting the renovation of monasteries. If one is extremely
wealthy, it may be wise to establish a trust fund with virtuous friends
to support projects such as founding a Buddhist lay organization, a
hermitage, an academy, an orphanage, senior housing, or providing
relief to those affected by famine, as well as repairing bridges or roads,
or promoting the propagation of the Buddhadharma.

When providing aid or relief to people in need, one should do
so within one’s means, taking care not to foster indulgence or cause
others to become lazy and complacent.

In the past, in my own village, a wealthy family made a large
donation to their ancestral temple for the benefit of the entire clan.
This donation gave each clan member a share of grain every year. Over
time, they grew dependent on this “income” and stopped working,
merely consuming the grain. They also became increasingly lazy
and arrogant. Eventually, they lost the ability to support themselves,
resulting in thieves and robbers emerging within the clan. To this
day, the situation is beyond saving.

This reflects the ancient saying, “Virtuous deeds may lead to
unvirtuous outcomes.” Therefore, when practicing generosity, it is
crucial to ensure the recipients do not engage in harmful behavior.
Otherwise, using one’s resources to propagate the Buddhadharma,
inspire others toward goodness, and promote peace in the world is
better. In doing so, one still generates vast merit and virtue.

One should not possess or accumulate weapons such as butcher
knives, swords, rifles, guns, hooks, or nets, which are commonly
used to harm or kill animals. When exchanging gifts with relatives or
friends, it’s important to inform them that you are vegetarian who
also doesn’t eat the five pungent plants. You can tell them to replace
meat and pungent plants with fabrics or other items.

s To be continued
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