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Gold Buddha Monastery’s
40" Anniversary Celebration
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A Talk by Matthew Wong at the Buddha Hall of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas on September 23, 2024
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My name is Matthew Wong, and my Dharma name is Qin
Xuan. I am a junior here at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas’
Developing Virtue Boy School.

On August 28, eleven Boy School students and seven adults
went to Gold Buddha Monastery to attend the 40" Anniversary
Celebration left in the morning.

Gold Buddha Monastery was established in 1984 in Vancouver
as the first Canadian temple of the Venerable Master Hua. The
Dharma host is Manjushri, the Bodhisattva of Great Wisdom.

As soon as we arrived, we saw a three-story building that looked
new and bright. When we entered the Buddha Hall, a very adorned
Vairochana Buddha was enshrined in the center, while Manjushri
Bodhisattva and Samantabhadra were enshrined on the left and
right sides. After bowing to the Buddhas, we went to eat and rest.

After an hour of break time, the lion, dragon, and twenty-four-
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season drumming clubs tested the performance area. The lion dance
performers faced the biggest challenge because the ground set for
the 40™ Anniversary celebration was sloped. After discussions within
the team as to how to place the lion poles, we finally resolved the
problem. At 6 p.m., we finished this quick practice.

The next morning, we had a three-hour morning practice. Every
club did its best to get used to the environment; each performance
improvement was witnessed as we went along,.

The night before the 40* Anniversary Celebration, also our third
day at Gold Buddha Monastery, all the students went to the Buddha
Hall to listen to Reverend Heng Sure’s Dharma talk. Dharma Master
Sure’s Dharma talk began with different interpretations of bringing
forth the Bodhi resolve.

September 1, was the day of the Gold Buddha Monastery’s 40
Anniversary celebration, but it was also the day of another important
event—the groundbreaking ceremony for the Manjushri Pavilion.
You might wonder, what is this Manjushri Pavilion for?

The Manjushri Pavilion is officially named the Manjushri Pavilion
Meditation and Buddhist Center. This Center will be a beacon
of spiritual enlightenment nestled within a five-story building
dedicated to Buddhist teachings and spiritual advancement courses.
Open to the public, this center will offer a structured program to
pursue systematic Buddhist knowledge and spiritual growth. It is
also a residential apartment building with priority given to elderly
practitioners.

The celebration began with a boundary purification ceremony at
8:30 a.m. Following the boundary purification, the groundbreaking
ceremony took place. Nine monks and twenty-three nuns from the
other DRBA branch monasteries attended this celebration. After the
groundbreaking ceremony, Reverend Heng Sure and Dharma Master
Heng Lai were invited to host the eye-dotting ceremony for the new
lion. Both the eye-dotting and groundbreaking ceremony represent
success in construction.

The lion dance came to life after the dotting. The fantastic lion
dance performance brought the atmosphere to a climax. Next was
the local Taiko drumming performance, followed by the 24-season
drumming performed by the Developing Virtue Boys School
students. The final performance was the majestic Dragon Dance.

After the Dragon Dance, the assembly returned to the Buddha
Hall to attend the request for the High Meal Offering. The High
Meal Offering is where the Dharma host, Dharma Master Heng Sure,
is invited to go to the hall to speak Dharma to the Donor of the
Vegetarian Meal, and then go to the dining hall to receive offerings,
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which is called the Shang Tang Zhai (High Meal Offering). It is
generally only held at major Dharma gatherings such as the Water
and Land Dharma Assembly, and extraordinary circumstances are
needed to offer the High Meal Offering.

One of the Dharma masters used a calligraphy brush and wrote
neat Li-Shu (clerical script) characters onto red paper, posting in the
Five Contemplations Hall. The following words are from Reverend
Sure’s high meal offering Dharma talk. “Wisdom knows no East or
West. Suffering and misery are universal. Who can show us a road to
freedom from pain? ”

In the afternoon, the Three Refuges and Five Precepts were
transmitted. In the evening, Dharma Master Sure continued to speak
the Dharma. The topic of the Dharma talk was “Roots of Goodness”:
the Dharma door of how to transfer the merit is taught to us by
Samantabhadra Bodhisattva. Samantabhadra Bodhisattva’s ten great
vows are praised by all Buddhas. What are roots of goodness? They
are the mind’s benefits and virtues.

Today’s atmosphere was very special, filled with Dharma joy.
Everyone was extremely busy; their hands and eyes were busy, and
they were doing everything. Everyone did not fight, was not greedy,
did not seek, and was not selfish. This celebration allowed everyone to
plant roots of goodness and cultivate at Golden Buddha Monastery.

Why was this celebration so special and smooth? No one
received a penny, no one received a salary, and no one had a goal
of earning money. The goal was not self-benefit but entirely for the
Buddhadharma and to make everyone happy. As a result, everything
went smoothly! &
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