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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hua
English Translation by Yong Wei Kwong and Liew Yen Chong

Chapter 6: As for Yong

(Continued from issue #650 )

A steward in the fiefdom of Bi (%% bl zdi) was a family
administrator employed by Lord Ji, the head of the Jisun clan, in
his private capacity. It is noSt the same as Prime Minister or Grand
Councillor (524f zi xiang). This person’s job was to help him manage
his household affairs. In ancient times, the state ruler conferred on
his ministers and senior officials parcels of land, which they could
govern themselves. These feudal territories are called ‘fiefs’ or ‘family
fortresses’ (5% jia). The fiefdom of Bi (#F& bi yi) was the personal
feudal estate of Lord Ji. In this case, he invited Min Ziqian to be his
steward.

Min Ziqian said to the messenger. Unwilling to serve as Lord
Ji’s family official, Min Ziqian told the messenger, “Please decline
the offer politely on my behalf.” Kindly help me to turn down the
invitation in a tactful way. “If His Lordship summons me again, I
shall move north of the Wen River!” If he persists in inviting me to
assume the post, I will have no choice but to avoid him. I will head to
the other bank of the Wen River. On the border between the State of
Qi and the State of Lu was a river called “Wen’ (;%7K). This place was
probably a no-man’s land, neglected by both states, and so he could
live there without restraint. If he remained in the State of Lu and still
refused to take up the offer, Lord Ji would certainly teach him a lesson
by making things difficult for him. Therefore, he said, “I shall avoid
him by moving house!” This method is called ‘being worldly wise and

playing it safe’.
50 To be continued
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