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49. Subduing a Dragon with a Monk’s Alms Bowl

(Continued from issue #648)

Shortly after the opening ceremony of Tze Hing Chan
Monastery, several laywomen left the household life. The Venerable
Master allowed Dharma Master Heng Yi and layperson Tong Kuo
Wan to reclaim and cultivate the long-abandoned rice fields of
Kwok Ching Chan Monastery (now Tze Hing Chan Monastery)
to help alleviate the food supply burden for the residents. They
worked from sunrise to sunset every day. Despite their long
hours in the fields, they would still recite the Buddha’s name ten
thousand times and uphold the Great Compassion Mantra forty-
nine times each day. Although they slept very late, they always
rose by three o’clock in the morning.

One evening, upon returning to the monastery, everyone
was startled to see a green snake crawling in the front yard of the
women’s dormitory. They didn’t expect it to reappear a few days
later, but it did. Dharma Master Heng Yi caught the snake in a
cloth bag and released it into the wild. To her surprise, when she
entered the Buddha Hall, the snake was once again crawling on
the floor. This time, after catching the snake, she placed it in a
metal can, covered it, and took it far away to release it. However,
when she opened the lid to set it free, the snake had mysteriously
disappeared.

Dharma Master Heng Yi was certain the snake had been in the
can, yet it kept disappearing and returning to the monastery. This

happened several times, as the snake refused to leave. Everyone
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In 1956, the Venerable Master conducted a life release ceremony

at Tze Hing Monastery.

was afraid and unsure of what to do. The only
option was to wait for the Venerable Master
to visit Tze Hing Chan Monastery and report
the issue to him. The Venerable Master said,
“If the snake returns and continues to disturb
everyone, place it in my alms bowl and release
it at Cha Kwo Ling.”

One day, while the Venerable Master was at
Tze Hing Chan Monastery, the snake appeared
again. The Venerable Master placed his alms
bowl on the floor, formed a mudra with his
hands, and recited a mantra several times.
Soon after, the snake crawled into the alms
bowl and lay still, curled up inside. Dharma
Master Heng Yi then placed the alms bowl in
a cloth bag and asked a layperson to take it far
down the hill to release the snake. From that

day on, the snake never returned.
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[ Postscript 1] : The Snake Came to Listen to the Dharma
On the evening of June 20, 1982, the fourfold
assembly of disciples at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
circumambulated the Ten Thousand Buddhas Hall, reciting
“Namo Amitabha Buddha” together. When they returned to
the Hall, they saw a spotted green snake, about three to four
feet long, that had suddenly appeared near the main door.
Someone wanted to remove the snake, but the Venerable
Master smiled and said, “There’s no need. All beings have
Buddha Nature. This snake has come to draw near the Three
Jewels and listen to the Dharma, so there’s no need to remove
it.”

What was strange about this snake was that, unlike other
snakes, it stretched out calmly on the ground. Even as nearly
a hundred people passed by, it showed no fear and appeared
tame and obedient. A short while later, the Venerable Master
took his seat and said, “Tell the snake it can come in to listen
to the Dharma.” Immediately, the snake slithered from the
main door into the Hall, moving from the left side to the
right, as if circumambulating the Buddha. It then stopped
in front of the Dharma Seat, seemingly kneeling before the
Buddha, as it listened to the Venerable Master’s Dharma talk.

50 To be continued



