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Venerable Jhanabhaisajya of the Liang Dynasty,
Tripitaka Master and Bodhisattva in the Flesh (continued)
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A Lecture by the Venerable Master Hua in 1973
Revised by Dharma Master Heng Chih
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Caoxi is the present day Shaoguan (in Guangdong Province.) The
Master drank the water and said, “At the source of the stream there
must be an excellent site on which to build an aranya, a monastery.”
Aranya, a Sanskrit word, means “a tranquil and still place.” Following
the water to its source, about one mile from the head of the creek, he
beheld the stream winding its way through the mountains with
their impressive peaks. Behind Southern Flower Monastery there
is a very high mountain. In front of it, about a mile away, is Caoxi
Creek which, although not deep, is very wide, about forty feet across.
That area is surrounded by mountains and is an especially good site
for a Bodhimanda. And the Master exclaimed, “This looks just
like Jewel-Wood Mountain in India!” He told the local villagers,
“You could build a monastery on this mountain and name it
Jewel-Wood. After one hundred and seventy years, a genuine
Bodhisattva in the flesh will come to proclaim the Dharma here,
and, through his teaching and transforming, those who awaken
here will number like the trees in a forest.” His words were true;
later all went exactly as Venerable Jianabhaisajya had predicted.
One hundred seventy years from now, a Bodhisattva in the flesh will
lecture on Sutras and transmit the Dharma here. His prophecy came
true.

In addition, Venerable Jhanabhaisajya also built Luofu
Monastery and Moon Blossoming Monastery, among others.
His flesh body is still kept in Moon Blossoming Monastery. It
is a difficult journey from Luofu Mountain to Yuehua Monastery.
If you wish to go to pay your respects to the flesh body of Master
Jhanabhaisajya, you must prepare your own lunch because there is
only one monastic there. The visitors are far too many for one monk
to try to feed, so he doesn’t. I made the journey with more than ten
other monastics. They all brought their lunches, but I was too lazy
to pack one. When we arrived, there was nothing for me to eat. I
was hungry on the way up and on the way down. The Master’s flesh
body is still kept in Moon Blossoming Monastery for veneration.
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