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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

English Translated by the International Translation Institute

When you don’t have wisdom, you shouldn’t think, “I'm
pretty wise.” Once you have true wisdom, then you'll realize,
“Oh, I've had this all along. It didn't come from the outside.”
By that time you won’t be arrogant. You won't think, “I'm the
smartest one around. I'm the prettiest one around. ’'m the most
talented, extraordinary, special person around.” If you think like
that, you're attached to appearances.

What do I mean by appearances? Just your stinking skin bag,
which is nothing but a dream, an illusion, a bubble, a shadow,
a dewdrop, a lightning flash. All day long you wear your nice
clothes, eat your fancy food, live in your fine house, and enjoy
your amusements. You do all of these things for your body, but
when the time comes for you to die, your body will pay no
attention to you. It won't help you in the least. In order to satisfy
their stinking skin bags, people are busy smoking, drinking, and
stuffing themselves with good food, trying to fill that bottomless
pit all day long. You can’t fill a bottomless pit: it keeps leaking.
The more it leaks, the more you fill it; the more you fill it, the
more it leaks. The metabolism of your body certainly keeps you
busy.

Why do I eat one meal a day? Because three meals a day are
just too much trouble. Most people think that eating fine food
is a real pleasure; I think it’s a lot of trouble. If you overeat, your

stomach hurts. If you dont eat enough, you crave for more.
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You may think, “That tastes really good. I'd like to have a
little more.” If you don’t eat such good food, you won’t be so
greedy, and that will be a lot easier on your stomach. When
you finish eating, your stomach wishes for more. It’s just a lot
of trouble. Why do you have this problem? It all comes about
because of ignorance.

Out of ignorance, one seeks enjoyment, wealth, status,
the opposite sex, and pleasure; these are all upside down.
You can be as greedy as you want, and then what? When the
time comes, you're still going to die. At the moment of death,
you won't have any control over the situation at all. Isn’t that
stupid?

What should we do now that we're aware of our ignorance?
We should follow the method given in the Dharma Flower
Satra: just be constantly and reverently mindful of Guanyin
Bodhisattva, and your ignorance will disappear as your
wisdom arises. If you're aware that you're ignorant, you truly
understand yourself. It takes some wisdom to realize one’s
ignorance. People without wisdom don’t have any sense
of their own foolishness. The farther they run, the farther
away they stray. And, as if being foolish weren’t bad enough,
people insist on compounding their ignorance by thinking
they’re smart. How do we get rid of our ignorance? We must
constantly and reverently keep Guanyin Bodhisattva in our
hearts. This is the most wonderful and efficacious method.
Its a money-back guarantee, wonderful beyond words.

Speaking of ignorance and wisdom, what is ignorance?
What is wisdom? I'll tell you something you won't believe:
ignorance is wisdom, and wisdom is ignorance. Why do I say
this? Take a look at the Heart Siutra:

Form does not differ from emptiness;
Emptiness does not differ from form.
Form itself is emptiness;

Emptiness itself is form.

True form comes from true emptiness; true emptiness
comes from true form. True form and true emptiness are two
yet not two. The same can be said of ignorance and wisdom.
If you know how to use it, it's wisdom; if you don’t, it’s
ignorance.

s0To be continued



