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2024 Avatamsaka Vihara Summer Camp
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By Avatamsaka Vihara in Maryland
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On July 22, 2024, Avatamsaka Vihara held its first summer camp
since the pandemic. A total of thriteen children participated, with the
oldest nearing eighteen and the youngest under five. The children had
the wonderful opportunity to spend six meaningful and joyful days
with Dharma masters, volunteers, and teachers.

During the first morning session, the children had the opportunity
to learn meditation from Dharma Master Jin Rou, who came from the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. Dharma Master Jin Rou was incredibly
compassionate toward the children, finding meditation methods suited
to their young age that helped them settle down. Surprisingly, not only
did they quickly adapt to the stillness, but many expressed how much
they enjoyed the feeling of being undisturbed. She also took time to ask
each child how they managed to stay focused, and the children eagerly
shared their experiences. Additionally, Dharma Master Jin Rou shared
many Buddhist stories and stories from the life of Venerable Master
Hsuan Hua. Through these stories, the children naturally felt a deeper
connection to the Master and the Dharma.

In addition to stories, the children also studied the Song of
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Enlightenment by Great Master Yongjia. This profound work,
written by Master Yongjia Xuanjue after his awakening, flows
seamlessly in both depth and clarity from beginning to end.
Dharma Master Heng Yuan shared that Venerable Master Hua
used to enjoy chanting it. During the camp, in addition to
teaching the children how to read it aloud, Dharma Master
Heng Yuan also guided them in chanting the verse. The
English title of the piece is Song of Enlightenment. By the third
day, some children grew curious and asked, “What exactly is
enlightenment?” She encouraged them, expressing the hope
that one day, each of them might achieve enlightenment. The
children eagerly looked forward to their own moment of
awakening.

As in previous camps, drama classes were included in
the schedule. The children performed a play based on the
Buddbhist story— 7he Bodhisattva and the Turtle — from the Sat-
paramita-samgraha Sutra. Through this tale, they witnessed the
Bodhisattva’s kindness, generosity, and compassion, along with
the gratitude of the small animals and the consequences of greed.
Every child proved to be a natural actor, especially the youngest,
who — despite having few lines — convincingly portrayed a
little mouse. During rehearsals, the children collaborated on
their lines and props, setting the stage for the success of the
final performance.

The after-class activities during this summer camp were
thoughtfully prepared by the Dharma Masters and volunteers.
Whether it was games, crafts, or cooking sessions, each activity
offered something new and exciting for the children. In the
crafts class, the children were amazed to discover how an
ordinary piece of rope could be transformed in many ways
and serve many purposes. In the cooking class, they worked
together to prepare their own meals, enjoying the fruits of their
labor. During the games, the air was filled with laughter and
joy.

The six days of summer camp flew by in the blink of an
eye. Every day, the children observed the Dharma masters and
volunteers offering food to the Buddhas, bowing in repentance,
cleaning, and attending to various tasks. This brought to mind
a line from the Standards for Being a Good Student, “Being close
to virtuous people is infinitely rewarding; virtues grow daily,
while faults diminish.” I believe the seeds of the Buddhadharma

were quietly nurtured in their young hearts during this time. &
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