Insights on Taking the Lay Bodhisattva Precepts

ERZERDETF

Chinese Translated by Allen Chang
LT

Bill : Amitabha everyone. My name is Bill. My Dharma name is
Chin-Wei.

Earlier today, a Dharma brother approached me and asked if
I could share my experience with the Lay Bodhisattva Session for
five minutes. My first thought was, five minutes? That’s a long
time. My second thought was, I don’t want to do this. But I said
to him, “Yeah, okay, I'll do it.” And seriously, I appreciate this
opportunity to express my gratitude for being here. I actually feel
like I'm the luckiest man in the world to have experienced CT'TB
and the lay Bodhisattva precepts.

It’s a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for me. What I can do
is just talk about my experience. I showed up ten days ago on a
really hot day, and they gave me my room number — Annex 6,
Room 8.1 couldn’t find it. I found Room 7, but I could not find
Room 8. I ran around the whole city asking people, “Where’s
Room 8?” Finally, I found the right Dharma brother who showed
me where to go, and I found my room. I was in the room for
about two days by myself.

And I was just hiding in that room. I was afraid to leave and
go out in CTTB. I was just full of fear. But then, on Sunday
night, two roommates showed up: Tim and Peter. They were so
excited to be here. And they had so much energy. Their energy
was affecting me. I started to pick up on that. We put on our
robes and went to the sessions. I don't think Peter has missed one
session the whole time he’s been here. I tried to keep up with him,
but I couldn’t. It’s okay, though.

We keep showing up to classes and ceremonies. We went to
our first class together, the three of us, and it was great to finally
meet Dharma Master Jin Yong.

I've been getting emails from him for two years or more
regarding the lay Bodhisattva precepts. I was able to talk to
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Dharma Master Jin Yong before he went back to
Taiwan earlier this week. I told him to please keep
sending me the emails; I enjoy reading them. He has
been sending them from Taiwan, so I'm still receiving
them. I must say that all the Dharma Masters’ teaching
in the classes is very good.

I can tell that they put their heart and soul into
the classes. Also, the students and my fellow Dharma
Brothers in the class are amazing. They're all very
smart and well-educated, and I try to keep up with
them. I'm really enjoying the classes. I mentioned
to my Dharma Brothers and my roommates that I
feel like a young student again, so I appreciate the
Dharma instructions. I'm so glad my wife was able to
gently persuade me to come here.

Also, 'm glad I survived yesterday’s bowing session.
After three hours of bowing, I thought, what a great
way to die. I thought we were going to bow forever,
but 'm okay. Now that I've studied and received the
lay Bodhisattva precepts, I believe the hard work is
just starting.

I believe that I'm going to have to repent and
reform a lot. 'm glad that the text doesn’t say, “if 1
break a precept,” but “when I break a precept,” so that
I can repent and reform. I hope everyone is enjoying

CTTB and the beautiful weather we’re now having.
Thank you.

Quoc Khanh Ngo: I'm from Seattle, Washington
State, and I come from the Gold Summit and Snow
Mountain Monastery in Seattle. Today, I got a message
from a Dharma Master, who asked me to come and
share some experiences and reflections regarding the
Bodhisattva’s precepts for laypeople.

I want to share a bit about my experience before
coming here. By the time I got the announcement
from CTTB about transmitting the Lay Bodhisattva
Precepts, the manager of the Gold Summit Monastery
came to me and asked me, “Are you planning to attend
this one?” I told her right away, “No, Dharma Master.”

She asked, “Why?” I said, “Its so scary.” The
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Dharma Master said, “Go home, think about it overnight, make a
decision later, and tell me.” So, because of that, I went around and
asked for some advice from the good people among my Dharma
friends.

I asked one of them, “Since you have already received the

Bodhisattva’s precepts, tell me how it looks and how difficult it is?”

That person told me, “Oh, it’s so scary. There are a lot of sacrifices
[you need to make]. You have to give up a lot to [uphold the

precepts]
I thought, “Oh my gosh.” But I decided to get a second opinion.

»

The second person answered me, “Oh, it’s good to take them, because

after you receive the Bodhisattva’s Precepts, you will be promoted to
be a manager. No harm in that.” So, that night, I stayed up all night
and thought about this seriously.

I reviewed all that I have done and cultivated up to the present.
I've done a lot, but how is my future? I don’t know. I'm old now and
probably will die soon.

So, how about my future? In my next life, what will I come back
as? I don’t know. But my dream is to be like the Buddha told us. But
how secure [am I about my future]? How secure? I'm not sure at all.

The Lotus Sutra states that the only way to end birth and death
and be free from all afflictions is to be a Buddha. Thats it—that’s
liberation.

But I'm unsure how to be that way, so what can I do now? And
suddenly, the words from the Lotus Sutra came to my mind. “Buddha
vehicle” or “Bodhisattva vehicle.” Those are the only vehicle that
can help me.

The Bodhisattva is related to the Bodhisattva precepts. I said,
“Ah, maybe this one helps me because I need guidance, security, and
something that guides me.”

I need the framework to follow that path in order to secure my
future as a person. So,I decided to take this time and opportunity
to take the precepts, but I needed to get permission. From whom?
From my mother.

Since my father already passed away, I take care of my mother. I
have to be around with her.

I need to talk to her if I am to leave for a while and be away
from home for about two weeks. So, I came to my mom and said,
“Mom, can I go to California, to CTTB, to stay there for two weeks
to attend the Lay Bodhisattva precepts?” She said, “What for?” I
told her again.

Amazingly, she said, “The Lay Bodhisattva precepts? Do you
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want to be a Bodhisattva? Oh, yes, you can do go.” I said, “Oh,

that’s good.”

Then I went home to ask the second person I needed to get

permission from: my spouse, now my Dharma friend. I asked her,
“Can you go with me this time to CTTB to do the same thing
like me?” She said, “No, it’s so scary. You take the precepts first.

If you survive and come back, I will do it.”

Lastly, I asked permission from my children, who are now
grown up. I explained to them what I had to do and the benefits
of that.

Then, I left for the CTTB. And now, I'm here and have
attended the classes and have received the transmission.

For the last week, I've enjoyed the heat here. It’s doubly hot
here compared to the weather in Seattle. But it’s so good. When
I came here, the heat hit my face right away, and I have to say, I
enjoyed it.

During the Bodhisattva classes, I belonged to the Vietnamese
group. Honestly, I feel that all the Vietnamese people in my
group and actually everyone in other groups, like the English
or Chinese groups, are my friends. This time, I also met some
people again from the trips that I've done before. We saw each
other again, and this time, we had a very good time. We are like
friends, Dharma friends.

Regarding the Bodhisattva classes, the teachers were very
compassionate and very detailed in explaining all the things about
the threefold articles of faith and fourfold articles of indestructible
faith. That helped us a lot in actualizing good confidence and full
determination to follow the Bodhisattva precepts. With this kind
of understanding in full detail, we know and feel confident now.

Today, we have already completed the full ceremony of the
Bodhisattva precept transmission. But a new journey starts, and
I feel confident.

When I'm driving, I need a GPS to guide me. But now, on
the path to Buddhahood, the Bodhisattva precepts act like a GPS
for me. I have just entered the destination toward Buddhahood.

Then it will say, “Congratulations. Welcome to the new system

navigation. You go!” Number one, no killing. Number two, no

stealing, and so on and so forth. Amitabha.#
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