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Venerable Jhanabhaisajya of
the Liang Dynasty,

Tripitaka Master and
Bodhisattva in the Flesh
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A Lecture by the Venerable Master Hua in 1985
English Translation Revised by Dharma Master Heng Chih
and the Early Bird Translation Group
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Venerable Jiianabhaisajya was from India. He traveled by sea and arrived
in Guangzhou in the first year of the Tianjian period of the Liang Dynasty.
He brought with him a Bodhi tree from India, and planted this tree beside
the Precept Platform of Dharma Nature Monastery, which was established
by Venerable Gunabhadra of the Song of the Southern dynasties. Beside the
monastery’s Precept Platform, Venerable Gunabhadra erected a stone tablet
which said that a Bodhisattva in the Flesh would later receive the precepts
there. Right at the spot where the Bodhi tree had been planted, Venerable
Jhanabhaisajya also left a prediction on a stone tablet: “One hundred seventy
years from now, a Bodhisattva in the Flesh will proclaim the Supreme Vehicle
beneath this tree, transmitting the mind seal of the Buddhas.”

After one hundred and seventy-five years passed — spanning from the
first year of the Tianjian period of the Liang Dynasty, to the fifth year of
the Yifeng period of the Tang Dynasty — the Sixth Patriarch indeed arrived
at the Platform to receive the precepts and then went on to propagate the
Dharma.

During his earlier journey on the South China Sea, Master Jianabhaisajya
passed by the mouth of the Caoxi Creek, where he stopped and cupped water
into his hands and drank, finding it sweet and tasty. Impressed, he told his
disciples: “This water tastes no different from the water in India. Its source
would be an excellent location for a monastery.” Following the water to its
source, he beheld the stream winding its way through the high mountains
peaks and exclaimed, “This looks just like Jewel-Wood Mountain in India!”

He told the local villagers, “You could build a monastery on this mountain
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and name it Jewel-Wood. After one hundred and seventy years, a
Bodhisattva will proclaim the Dharma here, and those who awaken
here will number like the trees in a forest.”

In addition, Venerable Jfianabhaisajya also built Luofu Mountain
Monastery and Moon Blossoming Monastery, among others. Later
all went exactly as Venerable Jianabhaisajya had predicted. His flesh
body is still kept in Moon Blossoming Monastery.

The Venerable One’s name was Jhanabhaisajya, which means
“Wisdom Medicine.” As a Tripitaka Master, he had mastered the three
divisions of the Buddhist Canon: sutras, sastras, and vinaya texts. A
Bodhisattva in the Flesh: After the Master’s passing, his body was gilded
and to this day, his flesh body has not decayed. Earlier, Gunabhadra, whose
name means “Worthy One of Merit and Virtue,” had built Faxing —
“Dharma Nature”—Monastery, now called Guangxiao’t:Z3—"“Glorious
Filiality”—Monastery, and on the temple grounds had erected a precept
platform. The Song Dynasty (420-479 C.E.)refers to the Song Dynasty
which preceded the Sui Dynasty, not the well-known Song Dynasty (960-
1279 C.E.) which followed the Tang Dynasty. I have been to Guangxiao
Monastery and seen the Bodhi tree there. It is quite big. Unfortunately,
no one looks after it; its branches have grown every which way and it is
not very attractive.

Master JAianabhaisajya inscription, made in 502 C.E., was a prophecy.
It said, “One hundred seventy years from now, a living Bodhisattva
in the Flesh, not one who is called a Bodhisattva only after his Nirvana,
will proclaim the Dharma of Supreme Vehicle beneath this tree,
transmitting the mind seal of Buddhas.” The Supreme Vehicle is just the
One Vehicle of Buddhas, the Mahayana Dharma. The stone inscription
foretold of one who would truly transmit the Mind Seal of Buddhas.

Years earlier, Venerable Gunabhadra (394-468 C.E.) had also erected
a stone tablet which predicted that a Bodhisattva in the Flesh would
later receive the precepts there.

After one hundred and seventy-five years passed — from the time
Master Jhanabhaisajya made his prediction until the year the Sixth Patriarch
arrived to receive the precepts was one hundred and seventy-four years,
one hundred and seventy-five according to the way the Chinese count —
spanning from the first year of the Tianjian period of Emperor Wu
of the Liang dynasty to the fifth year of the Yifeng period of Emperor
Gaozong of the Tang dynasty— the Sixth Patriarch indeed arrived at
the Platform to receive the precepts and then went on to propagate
the Dharma.

s To be continued



