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Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Ching

Commentary:

Therefore, the Buddha’s merit and virtue is limitless and boundless.
We who believe in the Buddha should imitate him in his past cultivation
of the Bodhisattva Way, not fearing any suffering, but instead, being
able to endure all suffering. Why wasn’t he afraid of suffering and able
to endure suffering? It’s because he knew that:

10 endure suffering is to end suffering.

10 enjoy oné’s blessings is to exhaust ones blessings.

He understood this principle, and so he was courageously vigorous
during the six periods of the day and night. He was constantly vigorous.
What was difficult to practice, he could practice. He could endure what
was difficult to endure. He could endure those difficult situations that
most people couldn’t endure. He could cultivate what was difficult for
people to cultivate. He could cultivate the ascetic practices. He could
yield when it was difficult to yield. He could give up those things that
a person just couldn’t give up. He could bear all the things that can’t be
born. He could give the things that people couldn’t give, and he could
do the things that people couldn’t do. The Buddha could do what others
couldn’t do.

The things that the Buddha did were to benefit others. He would
slight himself in order to benefit others. He never kept any of the good
things for himself. He always gave them to others. He forgot himself in
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order to benefit others by doing what others couldn’t do. He could
eat what others couldn’t eat. He could bear the affairs that other
people couldn’t bear. Because he was that way, he accomplished
Buddhahood.

With a mind that is never weary. The Buddha cultivated the
Six Paramitas, the ten thousand practices, and various Dharma
doors. We should study the Buddha’s particularly strong ability to
be patient. “Strong ability to be patient” means that his patience
was exceptionally strong. He was always without a second’s worth
of weariness. At all times, we should cultivate the Dharmas of
cultivation set down by the Buddha and not rest or grow weary even
for a second. For instance, some people cultivate for two and a half
days and then say that they are tired of Buddhism. If you get tired
of studying the Buddhadharma, you'll never be able to transcend the
three realms. If you want to end birth, cast off death, and leap off the
turning wheel of the six paths, you must diligently cultivate precepts,
samadhi, and wisdom and get rid of greed, hatred, and delusion. It
would help if you never became weary. If you are able to study the
Buddhadharma without getting weary, you will make progress and
eventually open enlightenment.

But, if you become tired even one second before you get
enlightened, then you won’t become enlightened. Why won’t you
become enlightened? It’s because you've lost the opportunity. You
were just off by a little bit, just by a hair, off by one second. You
could have had some accomplishment if you hadn’t grown weary. It
was just in that one second, in one thought, that your mind retreated
and lost all the work you had previously done. There is a saying

which goes:

Everythings a test

10 see what you will do;

If you don’t recognize whats before your face
You'll have to start anew.

That’s what is meant by being off by a hair. The difference between
becoming enlightened or not is analogous to gaining wisdom or
delusion. Why? Because in that one second, you became tired and
retreated.

This is the karma that should be done. This is the kind of virtuous
Way karma, the kind of cultivation we should do very dependably
and reliably. Don’t be like a gambler looking for an easy way to win.

In cultivation, one has to cultivate reliably and dependably. Don’t



