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Venerable Master Hua’s Nirvana Day

— Dharma Family Reunion
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Written by Bhikshu Jin Chuan
Chinese Translated by Janet Lee
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the Venerable Hsuan Noble Hua)” chanted forty volunteers
at 7:00 am in our volunteer gathering on Venerable Master
Hua’s Nirvana. As we recited, I could feel slight tears
forming—many emotions welled up: gratitude for Master
Hua, who gave us an opportunity to meet the Dharma;
sadness as he is no longer around; a sense of solidarity with
good spiritual friends, and unexpectedly, the joy of a Dharma
family reunion.

Coming together was like meeting a long-lost family. We
are connected, having been nurtured by Master Hua, who

created the institutions, facilities, and communities that
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shaped who we are today. Chanting together, I felt this deeper
connection I didn’t know existed. Something opened up. There
was a visceral sense: “This is the power of Master Hua’s field —
the synergy of his legacies supporting each together—bringing
the Dharma into this world.” Looking around the room, I saw
Instilling Goodness and Developing Virtue Schools, Dharma
Realm Buddhist University, retreat and session participants,
and volunteers from DRBA monasteries around the world
(even from Australia!). The Venerable Master Hua’s Nirvana
Day is a fitting event for the younger generation to gather — a
day of filiality to honor our roots, remember what we have
received, and carry it forward to others. Today, our job was to
welcome 1,500 visitors!

During the meeting, one of the volunteer leaders shared
how he was sleep deprived, having gone to sleep at 3:00 am the
night before working on the logistics and job assignments for
the event and woken up at 6:00 am to make it to our morning
meeting. But despite his tired state, he was enthusiastic about
the day ahead. Another volunteer leader shared some advice
from the nuns, “When hundreds of people show up, don’t panic.
Relax. Greet them with a smile. Everything is OK. No problem.
We have each other’s backs. We are all in this together.”

After the meeting finished, the volunteers spread throughout
CTTB with their various jobs: directing traffic, welcoming
people, showing them to the restrooms, bringing them to where
to stand or sit, ushering during the ceremonies (gently nudging
the line stopped moving in the Wordless Hall), passing the
offerings, serving the food cooked by dedicated monastics and
volunteers, cleaning up, and many other tasks such as AV setup,
prepping tables and chairs, and many behind-the-scene tasks
of coordination and communication. (As a note, this group
was only one volunteer group among many who came up to
support the Venerable Master Hua’s Nirvana Day.)

After the event, one of the volunteers reflected on how joyful
it was to serve with everyone, make new friends, and be part
of the event. A Bhikshuni also commented that the event went
quite smoothly, with only a few minor mistakes. She asked,
“Will you all come back again next year?” Given the feedback
from the volunteers, I believe many will want to return and
possibly bring their family and friends.

Next year, we might have a bigger family reunion for the

30™ anniversary of Master Hua entering Nirvana. &
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