.’@'9‘

I_I_I{ bi*l/i%ﬁijﬂi%E/ TV

The 29 Anniversary of Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s

Nirvana Memorial Ceremony

FH XE
Written and English Translated by Ji Nian
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June 15, 2024, was the 29™ anniversary of the late eminent
monk Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s entering Nirvana. Nearly
thirty branch monasteries of the Dharma Realm Buddhist
Association (DRBA) founded by him have been holding
commemorative ceremonies one after another since late May
to cherish the memory of the Master’s virtues and teachings.

Eleven buses from Northern and Southern California
arrived at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) one after
another on the evening of June 14. On the 15%, more than
1,700 people, including CTTB residents and volunteers from
various places, participated in this commemorative ceremony
at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. The Eight Vegetarian
Precepts were transmitted starting at 5 a.m. that day. Before 7
o’clock, people began a pilgrimage from the mountain gate to
the Buddha Hall in a three-steps-one-bow manner.

In the morning, the recitation of “The Chapter of the
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Practices and Vows of Samantabhadra Bodhisattva” of the Avatamsaka
Sutra, Universal Bowing, circumambulating the Wordless Hall, and
paying respect to the shariras were held. The participants proceeded from
the big tent at the Dharma assembly site to the Wondrous Hall, where
Venerable Master Hua once lived, during his lifetime, and then filed in
to pay their respects to the three sharira pagodas, including the shariras
of Shakyamuni Buddha, the Elder Master Xuyun, and Venerable Master
Hua. In the Wordless Hall, there are also the Buddhist scriptures that the
Venerable Master read, the four calligraphy tools (writing brush, ink stick,
ink slab, and paper), his Chinese calligraphy, documents, clothing, and
even portraits of the Master practicing the Forty-two Hands and Eyes.

The “Grand Offering Ceremony” is an important ceremony in the
Nirvana Dharma Assembly of the Founding Patriarch. Offerings such
as incense, flowers, lamps (candles), fruits, vegetables (food), tea, and
treasures are passed individually by each participant from behind. They
are passed forward until they are offered at the altar table before the
Buddha. Due to the many people attending the ceremony that day, the
offerings were passed around in six groups from the left, right, and back.
Every offering delivered contains everyone’s endless remembrance of the
Master.

Reverend Heng Sure, the president of DRBA, gave a Dharma talk
during lunch. He pointed out that the Venerable Master is a truly great
and wise teacher who would use everyday dharmas to point to something
world-transcending. Many of his teachings didnt seem to connect
at the time, but after decades, they come alive like time capsules. The
Venerable Master often emphasized that we learn about the Buddha, but
we put it into practice by becoming good people. When you become
the best possible person, that is just Buddhahood. Reverend Heng Sure
once observed the noble silence for quite a few years. His mother was a
Christian, and it wasn't easy to accept that her son would not talk to her.
However, after talking with the Venerable Master, Reverend Heng Sure’s
mother not only agreed that her son should continue the practice of not
talking but also believed that the Venerable Master was very wise.

Bhikshuni Heng Shr recalled that the Venerable Master once said, “I
don’t have everything going as I want. I can be patient and try to find
good and bad things, so I am very at ease.” The Venerable Master also said
that he is no different from all living beings but has no ego. The Venerable
Master “begged alms” of everyone, asking people to “donate” their temper
to him. Dharma Master Shr encouraged everyone to practice diligently
regardless of whether they were in favorable or unfavorable situations.
Dharma Master Shr also pointed out that the Venerable Master had great
confidence in the voluntary teacher system. The Venerable Master once
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said, “Even if you only teach one student well, it will have great
merit.”

Dharma Master Heng Lyu, the Abbot of the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas, remembered that the Venerable Master once told him: “I
never regret anything I have done.” After thinking about it carefully,
Dharma Master Lyu later realized that regretting is a waste of time
and energy, equivalent to a waste of life. What to do? Find your
mistakes, learn from them, improve yourself, and help others. He
suggested that when encountering difficulties, one should learn
from the Venerable Master and find advantages in the opposing
side. Moreover, there is no fixed method, and there are always more
solutions than difficulties. The Abbot called on everyone to put the
Venerable Master’s teachings into practice. This is genuine gratitude
to the Venerable Master. Dharma Master Lyu also expressed his deep
appreciation to the staff in preparing the ceremony over many days
for their hard work.

The Three Refuges and Five Precepts ceremony was held in the
afternoon, with forty-one participants. The oldest one was Dung
Tang, an 85-year-old Vietnamese lady, and Michael Marx came all
the way from Germany. At the same time, Wu Zhiyuan’s family of
four living in Missouri took refuge. They all hoped to take refuge in
Buddhism at the orthodox monastery founded by Venerable Master
Hua.

In the evening of the same day, Dharma Master Heng Lai, a senior
American monk proficient in Chan meditation, talked about the
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first time he participated in a Chan session hosted by the Venerable
Master, it was held every day from 3 a.m. to 12 p.m. midnight. The
Venerable Master said that those who cannot bear it can go back to
their rooms to sleep at 8 p.m. On the first day, he wanted to “follow
the teachings” and rest at 8 p.m. But at 8 p.m., although he was
very tired, he thought, “I'm not dead yet,” and decided to continue
sitting. Unexpectedly, in the last two sets that night, his legs were no
longer sore, and he could comfortably sit in full lotus position. So he
continued to sit in meditation, and when that sit was over, it was 3
a.m. the next day, without his having to go back to his room to sleep.
He kept sitting on and learned a lot from this experience. During
that Chan meditation session, he saw Elder Master Xuyun enter his
mind, and then said to him compassionately, like a close friend, in
perfect English, “You need to simmer down; stop pushing so hard.”
The Venerable Master also taught him how to sit in meditation:
Is not about sitting there reciting Buddhas name silently, but
investigating “who is mindful of the Buddha.” You cannot force
yourself to wake up; the more you do that, the more it will run away.
You need to let go; just be patient. You just keep cultivating. Don’t
be attached to the outcome. When the time arrives, you will wake
up spontaneously.

On that day, one participant in the Dharma assembly, a
Vietnamese laywoman, Giac An Von, from Los Angeles, said
that many of the Venerable Master’s commentaries on Sutras and
instructional teachings have Vietnamese editions and are very
popular in Vietnam. Although it was her first visit to the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas, she and her sister had long been familiar
with the Venerable Master’s instructional teachings and held the
Venerable Master in high esteem.

Xie Qin Zhi from Long Beach had always regretted not having
the opportunity to receive the Venerable Master’s teachings
personally. One night, she dreamed of the Venerable Master Hua
talking to her: “Learning Buddhism is not about anything else, it
is...” She did not catch the rest of the sentence in the dream. Later,
she found the exact first half of the sentence in one of the Venerable
Master’s commentaries, and the rest was “to not contend, not be
greedy, not seek, not be selfish, not be self-benefiting, and not lie.”
She suddenly realized that the Venerable Master had taught her the
essentials of Buddhadharma in the dream, thus addressing her long-
standing regret. Except during the pandemic lockdown, Xie Qin
Zhi attends the Venerable Master’s Nirvana Observation at the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas every year. This year, she was happy to see
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that the Earth Store Hall to which she had donated had been
completed, and she looked forward to the completion of the
Wonderful Enlightenment Monastery soon.

Billy Nguyen, who graduated from Developing Virtue
Boys’ School (DVBS) in 2012 and works in San Jose, always
returns to help during major Dharma assemblies at the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas. He said that during his time at DVBS,
he frequently participated in evening recitation, a habit he has
maintained to this day. He does evening recitation at home
every day and feels physically and mentally relaxed afterward.
Billy Nguyen said with a smile, “I feel the pressure has lessened,
and probably my karmic obstacles have also been somewhat
reduced.” His younger friend, Anada Aw, also a graduate of
DVBS, works harder despite being a computer engineer with
a heavy workload, yet he still maintains his daily morning and
evening recitations.

Kenneth Jung, a Burmese Chinese residing in the San
Francisco Bay Area, had not visited the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas for 15 years. This time, seeing many young people
enthusiastically assisting with the Venerable Master’s Nirvana
memorial ceremony, he felt encouraged by the sincere
participation of the next generation of Buddhists and believes
that the development of Buddhism in the West has a promising
future.

Master Hsuan Huass life was devoted to saving and guiding
countless living beings. Two film directors from Mainland
China, Hu Chaohui and Zhou Xiaozhe, have voluntarily

produced a two-hour and fifteen-minute documentary titled

“Bringing Dharma West—Venerable Master Hsuan Hua,”

which has been nominated for awards at several film festivals in
Europe and America, with the latest being the Religion Faith
International Film Festival. You can find this documentary
on YouTube: “Bringing Dharma West—Chan Master Hsuan
Hua.” Additionally, searching for “Master Hua’s Oral History
Project” on YouTube will reveal a series of fifty episodes where
American disciples recount how the Venerable Master guided
them into Buddhism, taught them, and even saved their lives.
Ten Vietnamese Buddhist friends have dubbed these videos
into Vietnamese and they can also be viewed on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/@LichSuHT TuyenHoa/videos.

Or you can search for: “Hoa Thugng Tuyén Héa - Viet
DRBA” to watch them. &
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