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The Inconceivable Siirangama Mantra
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Explained by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua
English Translated by Michael Lu
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Editor’s note: This text is excerpted from the compilation of Sararigama Mantra with Verse and Commentary.
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The Sarangama Mantra was spoken by a transformation Buddha
who appeared from a great precious lotus on top of Shakyamuni
Buddha’s head.

The Sarangama Mantra includes the four stages of Arhats, all
celestial beings, celestial generals, officials, celestial kings, sages,
Buddhas, and Bodhisattvas.

The Sarangama Mantra is divided into five parts: the Vajra
division, the Jewel-Production division, the Lotus division, the
Karma division, and the Buddha division. The light emitted from

the eastern Vajra division is blue; the light from the southern

July 2024 Vasra Boori Sea 13



2 N B B ‘ DHARMA TALK DHARMA RAIN

R » HRTHIE MBS » 5L
EFEEE  MTHYE LS T
Jt o BUEALEEDE - FOREY AR AT
JREIE > SRR B  PHITHYE
FEEFTRAEE > SUEH G b
FTHIFBIEERTIAOE - WE R R
)6 e EBRENTLTT - AL EE TSR
TR - el —fEAIRE > (F5
BT ) HB A LAACE At - AL (
PrEoe) EREAMTEIEELS ~ A
-~ FLEBZRERAY

(HBEe) BEsER > LA
sl N 2SO > PUBES LA
SR (BSEOT) BUA S fEEmA
FREYE—EST > E (BBET) &
PHALTE & © A HYEE S e BRIy
B} AHIEERE - GRIERST
0y > BRI SIEERET > A
HE NIRRT - ArvE Vs
A~ HUORENEEST o iG 2 HYEE
Hohk o BWERHAEERE > —

PIKRE ~ ZEAEE ST -

EfE (FEEL) o R
H— B E YT N Ry s EE LA

SRR T IR (BBRT) > BT
HHIRBEER I E AR - A AR
GNIE > RAETAREREY - (F5R
) BENAERKE - #8515 B
$OA ~ WA ~ BREE 0 AT
HY7E + BTLAMR—& (PR
Uk R A EEE T !
AU E AT (BSEUT)
KA m] B EE R (1
BT ) o B RERARY =R
TR RAEE > NEEEE
ERANES AN - iR
NESERMAE > HAEZE 1
FHIBETHESE - AAREEFTRA
ABEMECWESE - RENEE
BN BRIV E SIS T |
WIRIRAESSITEES ~ ZFFasa
AME LD R 2R A el » 2 (BB

14 &BIERE

y —

—omEtEA

Jewel-Production division is red; the light from the central Buddha
division is yellow; the light from the western Lotus division is white;
and the light from the northern Karma division is black. These five
divisions of the five directions are managed by five Buddhas who
govern the five major demon armies of the world. No matter what
kind of demons they are, the Sarangama Mantra can subdue them.
Therefore, the Strangama Mantra is explained according to the five
directions, five divisions, and five Buddhas.

The Sarangama Mantra encompasses everything, from the Buddhas
of the ten directions above to the Avici (Unrelenting) Hells below,
covering all of the Four Sagely Realms and Six Common Realms.
All must comply with the Dharma of the Sarangama Mantra. Every
one of the ten Dharma realms is included in the Sarangama Mantra:
some lines are the spiritual texts Bodhisattvas should follow, some
are rules for Sravakas and Pratyekabuddhas, some are commands for
asuras, some are rules for humans, and some are rules that all animals
and hungry ghosts must follow. The mantra is like an imperial decree
issued by the emperor, with which all officials and common people
must comply.

The Siarangama Mantra is the best mantra for breaking through
the net of demons. Because the mantra includes the names of ghost
and spirit kings, when you recite it, all celestial demons must bow
and take refuge. Those practicing heterodox paths have no way of
resisting it. The Sarangama Mantra contains various dharmas, such
as eradicating disasters, subduing, accomplishing, benefiting, and
hooking and summoning. Thus, when you recite the Sarangama
Mantra, all demons, ghosts, and monsters will behave.

The profound wonders and inconceivable occurrences in this
world lie within the Sarangama Mantra. Though no one understands
or recognizes it, it is a fundamental samadhi, the ultimate esoteric
Dharma. Generally, people chantitwithoutunderstanding its meaning.
However, one does not need to know its meaning. Recognizing it as
an inconceivable spiritual text is sufficient.

If you can personally practice, uphold, and recite it, the benefits
are indescribable. Upholding the Stirangama Mantra helps reduce all
disasters in the world, such as water, fire, or wind-related natural
disasters, earthquakes, and the suffering of birth, aging, sickness, and
death. This does not necessarily have to apply to oneself; disasters
can be reduced for all of humanity, with major disasters turning into
minor ones and minor disasters disappearing altogether.

These are only the practical benefits of the Sarangama Mantra.

Actually, learning it transforms one into a Buddha’s transformation
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body, and not just any transformation body, but the transformation
Buddha atop the Buddha’s crown! Therefore, the wonderful aspects
of the Sarangama Mantra are inconceivable. There will be no
disasters within forty yojanas of one who upholds the Sarangama
Mantra; all misfortune will be transformed into good fortune.

Do not think this is an ordinary matter. Discussing the
Sarangama Mantra is a significant event, causing the heavens and
earth to shake and the demon kings and their retinues to become
upset and terrified. Despite their displeasure, I must still explain
this mantra. If someone understands the principles behind it and
studies it deeply, they will attain the Sarangama Mantra Samadhi,
which is my hope in explaining this mantra.

The Sarangama Mantra’s profound wonders are endless and
have never before been discussed. Even if anyone has, it would have
been interpreted literally from “The Explanation of the Sarangama
Sutra.” No one has described it with verses. In the Dharma-ending
age, celestial demons and those practicing heterodox paths run
rampant. Therefore, I wish to make the Sarangama Mantra clearer
and more evident, so that everyone can understand the Sarangama
Dharma and practice it accordingly. By reciting the Strangama
Mantra more frequently, we can subdue more celestial demons
and those practicing heterodox paths. This is why I explain “The
Explanation of the Sarangama Mantra” in this way. To explain it
fully with text would require many words, so I have simplified itand
used four-line verses to convey the mantra’s meaning. These verses,
each of twenty-eight characters, are concise yet comprehensive.

I have used simple verses to express a fraction of the Stirangama
Mantra's profound meaning. Although it is only a fraction,
understanding this little bit allows for greater comprehension.
Discussing the Stirangama Mantra in this manner has never been
done before, and I hope more people will understand its wonderful
aspects, bringing peace to the world. Explaining the Sarangama
Mantra now is a way to shift the world’s disasters.

Reciting the Sirangama Mantraand understanding its principles
makes bringing forth faith and the Bodhi resolve easier. I have
explained the Sarangama Mantra with four-line verses for each
phrase to help people grasp the general meaning. Understanding
this general meaning helps one to uphold and recite it frequently,
thereby realizing the wisdom derived from samadhi.

Do not think it is easy to hear about the Sarangama Mantra!
Though the verses are simple, they come from my inherent nature,

not borrowed from other texts. They are like my blood and sweat,
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as | explain the Strangama Mantra with my true heart. I hope
everyone, upon hearing this, will strive to understand the mantra
more deeply and comprehensively than me. This is my intention,
humbly attempting to bring out your wisdom so that you can
illuminate the scriptures and gain ocean-like wisdom.

We constantly seek Dharma, desiring to learn the wondrous
Dharma, yet fail to recognize it when it appears. Not recognizing
the Dharma, we miss it when we are face to face with it. Each
sentence of the Sﬁraﬁgama Mantra is wondrous Dharma; each
character is samadhi. Due to our ignorance, we do not recognize
its value, mistaking brass for gold. If you sincerely recite the

2

Strangama Mantra, eighty-four thousand Vajra Treasury
Bodhisattvas will always protect you. However, you must be
sincere; without genuine sincerity, there will be no response.

The mantra’s meaning is boundless and what can be explained
is limited, but its power is infinite. Nevertheless, to guide and
inspire others, I use my limited, haphazard understanding—a
drop of water from the ocean—to explain this mantra. If you
can truly enter the Sarangama Mantra, each phrase is supremely
subtle and wonderful, and its inconceivable power will be
revealed. Achieving this power requires, at the minimum, to be
true, true, and more true. If you are false, false and more false,
you are not aligned with such power. You must be true, true, and
more true.

Practicing the Sarangama method requires genuine sincerity
and wholehearted dedication. True sincerity means losing track
of time and space: not knowing whether it’s day or night, whether
you've eaten or not, and whether you've slept or not. Everything
is forgotten and simply gone; one thought continues for infinite
eons, and infinite eons are compressed into one thought. If you
have such a spirit, forgetting about eating and sleeping, and
can single-mindedly practice the Sarangama Mantra, you will
achieve the Sarangama Samadhi. If you can’t do that, you cannot
be considered a true practitioner of the Sarangama method. This
level of dedication applies to any Dharma method: unaware
whether one is walking or sitting, thirsty or hungry.

The Sarangama Mantra is long, but each phrase has its
unique function and power. With knowledge of its functions and
powers, a few phrases suffice in times of need. We must deeply
familiarize ourselves with the Stirangama Mantra and understand
each segment’s function. Only then are we true upholders of the
Sarangama Mantra and truly learning always from the Buddha.
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If you are not familiar with the Sarangama Mantra, you
cannot use it properly and cannot constantly follow the
Buddha’s teachings.

From the beginning of the Mantra: “Namo Sa Dan Tuo
Su Qie Duo Ye E La He Di San Miao San Pu Tuo Xie” up
to the twenty-ninth line, “Namo Yin Tuo La Ye,” these lines
of the Mantra are for practitioners to bow to and worship
all Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, Arhats, sages, celestial beings,
and so on. Reciting these twenty-nine phrases manifests a
state that can be said to be real or illusory. For celestial
demons and those practicing heterodox paths, it is real; for
practitioners, it is a response from the mantra, not from
one’s own power but from the mantra’s samadhi power, so
it is illusory. When these twenty-nine phrases are recited, a
Dharma body appears, surrounded by countless red lotuses,
to protect and support the person reciting. This display of
awe-inspiring virtue and power causes demons, ghosts and
monsters to flee.

In the Song dynasty, Venerable Jigong often used this
section of the mantra to subdue very effectively celestial
demons and those practicing heterodox paths. Therefore,
before learning the Sarangama Mantra, we must first
understand its applications. These twenty-nine lines drive
away evil forces; reciting them makes those practicing
heterodox paths and evil ghosts behave.

However, although it can drive away celestial demons,
you must have cultivation and virtue for the mantra to be
effective. Without cultivation and virtue, even the most
powerful mantras are useless, because the mantra-protecting
spirits will not listen to you. No matter what mantra you
recite, they will pretend that they didn’t hear your recitation
and will not obey your commands.

For example, the line “E Shai Zha Nan” (line 125) is
a Dharma of the Vajra Fist. If you can often uphold this
Dharma, you can subdue celestial demons and control
those practicing heterodox paths with your own strength.
Your own strength is just the strength of the mantra; the
strength of the mantra becomes your own strength.

With

admonishments, the vajra spirits subdue all kinds of demons

their various methods, including verbal

and monsters. Their purpose is to drive away evil practices

and support the Right Dharma. If you can practice the
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Sarangama Dharma, they will protect you and ensure your
safety. Thus, those who uphold the Sarangama Mantra
are constantly accompanied and protected by 84,000
Vajra Treasury Bodhisattvas, ensuring your attainment of
the Path and the auspicious fulfillment of all your wishes.

Think about it: the Sarangama Mantra saved Venerable
Ananda from calamity. Venerable Ananda was captivated
by the Matanga woman and nearly lost the essence of
his precepts. Shakyamuni Buddha spoke the Strangama
Mantra to save him. Therefore, we should understand
how inconceivable the power of this mantra is.

To practice the Strangama Mantra, one must first be
without a selfish mind, and second be without a mind
seeking self-benefit. You must maintain a completely
selfless heart, an upright and impartial heart, a heart
willing to sacrifice oneself for others, and a heart to
universally save all living beings. Furthermore, to practice
this mantra, you must possess the four boundless hearts of
“kindness, compassion, joy, and equanimity,” displaying
these qualities towards everyone. If you can have the
mindset mentioned above, your achievement in learning
the Strangama Mantra will come quickly.

You also need to observe a vegetarian diet, precepts
and keeping the body clean as well as keep your body
and mind pure. A pure mind means not having deluded
thoughts that are impure; a pure body means not
engaging in impure practices. You must always maintain
your purity, without any behavior that breaks the rules.
If you break the rules, the response to your practice will
be lessened. It is not that the mantra is unresponsive,
but that your rule-breaking behavior drives away the
Dharma-protecting spirits, who then will not care about
your matters. Therefore, anyone reciting the Sarangama
Mantra must not have a deceitful heart or create offenses.
They must constantly be upright and honest, only know
how to benefit others and not oneself, and embody
the heart and carry out the actions of a Bodhisattva.
Hence, achieving spiritual responses from practicing the
Sarangama method is not easy. Everyone must pay close
attention and be very careful, and strictly observe the
Five Precepts and practicing the Ten Wholesome Deeds.

These are the minimum requirement to maintain.
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The Sarangama Dharma is a Dharma method
hard to encounter even in billions of kalpas. If we
understand the power of one line of the mantra,
we should practice accordingly; if we understand
every line of the mantra, we should practice them
all accordingly. Upholding, reciting, writing out,
and explaining the Sarangama Mantra to others
bring boundless merit. However, if you practice
the Sarangama Dharma but do not follow the
rules properly, significant problems can arise.
Everyone here should understand this point. Do
not commit offenses while practicing the mantra.
If you do, you will inevitably undergo retribution;
the results of these offenses are not easily avoided.

The Sarangama Mantra is a spiritual text that
supports heaven and earth from destruction! The
Sarangama Mantra is a spiritual text that prevents
the world from reaching its end! Why is it called
a spiritual text? Because when you recite the
Sarangama Mantra, its efficacy is inconceivable,
beyond the understanding of ordinary people. This
mantra was spoken by the transformation Buddha
on top of the Buddha’s crown. Its functions and
powers are inconceivable, beyond the reach of
ordinary people. Therefore, I often say that if
there is one person in the world who can recite the
Sarangama Mantra, the world will not be destroyed
and the Dharma will not perish. When no one in
the world can recite the Sarangama Mantra, that is
when the Dharma will end.

For this reason, I urge every Buddhist to
memorize and uphold the Sarangama Mantra
daily, which ensures the right Dharma to remain
in the world and not be destroyed. In the Dharma-
ending age, no one will be able to recite the
Sarangama Mantra. So, everyone must understand
its importance! Without the Sarangama Mantra,
there is no Buddhadharma; with the gﬁraﬁgama
Mantra, the right Dharma exists in the world.
Without the Sarangama Mantra, the right Dharma

will not manifest. %
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