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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

English Translated by the International Translation Institute

Commentary:

Which of these paths is anger associated with? The path
of the asuras. Have you noticed how some people are always
on the verge of blowing their tops? These people are asuras;
their asura nature is at work. Can they change? Yes, they can.
How? The Wonderful Dharma Lotus Sutra teaches us this
Dharma-door in detail. All you have to do is constantly hold
Guanyin Bodhisattva in your heart, reciting “Namo Guanyin
Bodhisattva” all the time without ever stopping. Additionally,
you should always be reverent of Guanyin Bodhisattva. How?
Whenever you visit a temple that contains images of Buddhas
or of Guanyin Bodhisattva, you should bow to them.

You can't just bow today but not tomorrow, or bow in the
morning but not at night. Whenever you see images of Buddhas
or of Guanyin Bodhisattva, you bow to them. Gradually, your
anger will subside. You wont know just how it happened,
but strangely enough your temper will disappear. It’s just that
mysterious.

You may not believe this, but I've experienced it myself, so I
know. I used to have a terrible temper. I hit and scolded people
whenever I wanted to. When I was very young, between twelve
and fourteen, I liked to fight with others. No matter how big
the person was, he had to listen to my orders or I'd clobber him

until he submitted. That’s the nature of an asura.
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Later, when I studied the Buddhadharma, I realized that
anger was wrong, so I changed. I “constantly and reverently
hold Guanyin Bodhisattva in my heart.” Even when my
disciples pick on me, I don’t get angry. Sometimes my own
disciples may bully me and get mad at me, but I practice
patience and endure it. I know that eventually they’ll realize
they’re wrong. Before, I used to get mad at people, but now
my disciples get mad at me.

“Which disciples are you talking about?” You may
wonder.

You know who you are. Whoever bullies me knows. If
you've never lost your temper with me, then it’s not you. If
youve done that before, then you know who you are.

I got mad at others in the past; now others get mad at
me. This is a form of retribution that I have to endure. Why
did I lose my temper with others? Now I have to put up
with these bad disciples who bully their nice teacher. But
this nice teacher doesn’t get angry anymore. I don’t know
where my temper went, but I'm not going to go look for it.
If I found it again, it would be even worse!

If dull and foolish beings constantly and reverently
hold Guanyin Bodhisattva in their hearts, they will leave
ignorance behind. First we talked about greed, then we
talked about anger. Now we'll talk about ignorance. These
are called the three poisons. They dull our Buddha natures
and put them to sleep. Why haven’t we awakened yet? Why
is it that we live like we're drunk and die in a dream? It’s all
because of these three poisons.

The primary form of greed is sexual desire. Sexual desire
is extremely harmful to our inherent nature. But most
people think it’s very enjoyable, so they engage in all kinds
of muddled activities and confused behavior. Day by day,
the original Buddha nature is covered more and more with
filth, so that its light cannot manifest. This is all because
of the greed for sex. Anger is the same way. And now we're
going to talk about ignorance.

What is ignorance? Ignorance means that you think
youre not ignorant. That’s ignorance. A person may think
he’s intelligent and wise, but then you ask him, “Where did
you come from? Where are you going in the future?” and
he can’t answer.

$0To be continued
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